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Official Quoted on U.S. Farm Trade Statement 
OW230705 Tokyo KYODO in English 0645 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—The Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has taken in its stride 
a statement by senior U.S. Government officials Tues- 
day threatening to file a petition with the GATT unless 
Japan liberalizes its beef and orange imports, ministry 
officials said Wednesday. 


A ministry official said the statement simply repeats 
what the U.S. has been saying in unofficial talks between 
the two countries and that there is nothing new in it. 


U.S. Agriculture Secretary Richard Lyng and Trade 
Representative Clayton Yeutter said in a joint statement 
that the U.S. will file a petition with the GATT and may 
invoke Section 301 of the 1974 U.S. Trade Act unless 
Japan scraps its »mport curbs on beef and oranges by the 
end of March. 


Commenting on the fact that the U.S. has asked the 
GATT to convene a special council meeting unless Japan 
goes ahead with the liberalization, the official said, 
“now, we know they mean business.” 


But the official, who requested anonymity, called into 
question the possibility of the U.S. invoking Section 301, 
which stipulates retaliatory measures against countries 
engaged in unfair trade practices. If Washington intends 
to file a complaint with the GATT, it is unlikely to 
invoke the provision, he said. 


The Japanese farm ministry, which wants to settle the 
issue in bilateral talks, will try hard to fashion a concil- 
iatory proposal in meetings with the Liberal Democratic 
Party and Japanese farmers until the March 31 deadline, 
the officials said. 


LDP Panel Rejects Farm Trade Decontrols 
OW230529 Tokyo KYODO in English 0508 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—Japan’s ruling Lib- 
eral Democratic Party Wednesday rejected a U-S. 
demand to remove import quotas on beef and oranges, 
and the government expressed hope to settle the dispute 
through talks. 


An LDP farm panel, which held a meeting at the party 

head office, reconfirmed its earlier position against 

page| of farm. trade restrictions, panel leader Koichi 
to said. 


Kato, an LDP memier in the House of Representatives 
and a former Defense Agency chief, told reporters his 
panel was angry with the tough U.S. stance and agreed 
not to yield to pressure from Washington. 
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He quoted Tsutomu Hata, leader of an LDP farm lobby 
who was present, as telling the panel meeting that Japan 
should respond to discussions at the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, as called for by Washington. 


In Washington Tuesday, Secretary of Agriculture Rich- 
ard Lyng and U:S. trade representative Clayton Yeutter 
jointly announced the United States will file a suit with 
the GATT. Yeutter also threatened to take unspecified 
retaliatory action against Japan. 


The current four-year beef and citrus trade agreement, 
concluded in 1984 through talks with the United States 
and Australia, is due to expire March 31. 


The United States has refused to negotiate a new agree- 
ment unless Japan sets a clear timetable for liberalizing 
beef and citrus imports. 


Hata, a former farm minister and currently chairman of 
the LDP Research Commission on Comprehensive Agri- 
culture, urged the LDP to protect the domestic livestock 
industry, Kato said. 


Hidero Maki, director of the ministry’s Economic 
Affairs Bureau, who flew back from Washington over the 
weekend following preliminary talks, attended the LDP 
farm panel session and briefed panel members about the 
nature of U.S. concerns and progress toward a settle- 
ment, Kato said. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi told a press 
conference that he thinks Lyng and Yeutter put forth 
their previous position again. 


There is no basic policy change for Japan which Obuchi 
said hopes to open negotiations with the United States to 
settle the farm trade rift through talks. 


The chief cabinet spokesman said he cannot imagine that 
a new agreement will not be concluded before April |, 
adding that the government will do its utmost (to avoid 
such an impasse). 


Farmers Group Goes To Lobby in Washington 
OW2307!5 Tokyo KYODO in English 0655 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—A delegation of 
Japanese farmers left for Washington Wednesday for 
talks with U.S. officials on a bilateral dispute over U.S. 
demanxs for Japan to remove import quotas on beef and 
oranges. 


The mission from the Central Union of Agricultural 
Cooperatives (Zenchu), headed by its president, Mitsugu 
Horiuchi, will meet with U.S. Trade Representative 
Clayton Yeutter and Agriculture Secretary Richard 
Lyng, union officials said. 


FBIS-EAS-88-056 
23 March 1988 


During its five-day stay in the U.S. through Sunday, the 
delegation will explain the reasons and structural back- 
ground for the union’s opposition to the U.S. demand for 
the decontrol of beef and citrus imports, the officials said. 


It will also urge the U.S. <ii:ciais to resume negotiations 
on the trade issve with the Japanese Government. 


GATT Delegates ‘Criticize’ Meeting Support 
OW230!33 Tokyo KYODO in English 0117 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Geneva, March 22 KYODO—The United States 
asked the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
Tuesday to call an extraordinary council meeting at the 
earliest possible time in April to urge Japan’s import decon- 
trols on beef and oranges, GATT sources said. 


The U.S. said earlier it would file a petition with the 
GATT accusing Japan of violating free trading rules 
under GATT by retaining its import restrictions on beef 
and oranges. 


At Tuesday’s council meeting of the Geneva-based, 
95-nation global trade regulatory body, Australia and 
Argentina-—both beef-exporting nations—endorsed U.S. 
demands for calling the special meeting. 


Japanese delegates criticized the two nation’s endorse- 
ment of the meeting saying they should not hamper 
Japanese efforts to persuade Washington to resolve the 
issue through bilateral talks with the U.S. rather than 
letting the matter be decided in multilateral GATT talks. 


Washington has been urging Tokyo to completely scrap 
its import restrictions on beef and oranges to help cut 
Japan’s huge trade surplus with the U.S. by March 31, 
when the current bilateral beef import quota accord 
expires. 


Under the current agreement, Japan pledged to increase its 
total annual import quotas by 9,000 metric tons a year. 


Japan is currently offering to increase these import 
quotas sharply, while refusing to comply with U.S. 
demands for complete liberalization. 


In a similar legal dispute last fall, a multilateral GATT 
panel ruled that Japan's import curbs on !0 categories of 
farm products violate international free trade rules. 


There is widespread speculation that the GATT will find 
Japan’s import restraints on beef and oranges in viola- 
tion of such trade rules. 


Japan is making last-ditch efforts to persuade Washing- 
ton to back off from its stern position after sending 
Hidero Maki, director of the Economic Affairs Bureau of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to 
Washington in mid-March. 
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Envoy Comments on U.S. Public Works Request 
OW230355 Tokvo KYODO in English 0322 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Washington, March 22 KYODO—U.S Com- 
merce Secretary William Verity urged Japan Tuesday to 
offer more major public works projects apart from the 
seven major projects offered earlier by Japan for U.S. 
participation. 


Verity also asked that Japan give American construction 
companies the same right to bid on Japanese construc- 
tion projects as Japanese firms have to participate in the 
U.S. market. 


Verity made the requests in statements prepared for 
negotiators from Japan and the U.S., who have just 
resumed recently deadlocked talks at the Commerce 
Department on improved access to the Japanese con- 
struction market. 


“The Japanese side suggested that contracts worth 30 
billion dollars in seven major projects could be opened 
to bidding by our firms. Very well, then, we simply ask 
that you (the Japanese) open them,” he said. 


In reply, Japanese Ambassador to Washington Nobuo 
Matsunaga said the Japanese Government is ready to 
urge private firms to give “chances for competition” to 
foreign construction firms. 


Matsunaga also said, “the door (of the Japanese con- 
struction market) is already open,” adding the seven 
projects offered by Japan would give U.S. companies the 
opportunities to acquire sufficient experience in the 
Japanese market. 


Following the opening statements by Verity and Matsu- 
naga, working-level talks were held between Michihiko 
Kunihiro, chief cabinet councilor on exiernal affairs, and 
Michael Smith, deputy U.S. trade representative. 


Washington is asking Tokyo to allow access to projects in 
the private-sector of the seven major projects with the 
same eased bidding procedures earlier offered by Japan 
for works on the Kansai International Airport (KIA), a 
multibillion-dollar airport project to be built on an 
artificial island in Osaka Bay. 


So far, the request has created an added rift between 
Japan and the U.S. with Japan rejecting the request, 
Japanese negotiators here said. 


After the working-level talks ended, a Japanese negotia- 
tor expressed strong dissatisfaction with the U.S. 
request, saying, “The government cannot order private 
firms” to offer foreign firms the same eased bidding 
procedures. 
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The negotiator, who requested anonymity, also 
expressed disenchantment with a U.S. demand calling 
for Japan to offer additional major public works 
projects, apart from the seven projects already offered. 


He said that allowing U.S. access to the seven projects is 
tantamount to “giving exceptionally special benefits,” 
because the Japanese market is already open. 


The working-level talks will be followed Friday by a 
meeting between Verity and Ichiro Ozawa, deputy chief 
cabinet secretary who will fly to Washington on Thurs- 
day. 


The Japanese side hopes to reach a final compromise 
agreement with the U.S. at that time, the official said. 


Shevardnadze To Visit ‘Latter Half of 1988’ 
OW 230825 Tokyo KYODO in English 0733 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—Fovreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno told the Diet (parliament) Wednesday that 
he will meet with his Soviet counterpart Eduard She- 
vardnadze in Tokyo some time in the latter half of 1988. 


The two countries last held a consultation at this level 
when Shevardnadze met then Japanese Foreign Minister 
Shintaro Abe in Moscow in 1986. 


Uno was speaking at a session of the House of Repre- 
sentatives’ Special Committee on Okinawa and North- 
ern Problems. 


Delivering a prepared statement at the session, Uno said 
it was inevitable that the two countries would settle a 
territorial dispute involving the four Soviet-held islands 
just east of Hokkaido. 


The Soviet Union, which occupied Shikotan, Etorofu 
and Kunashiri Islands as well as the Habomai group in 
the closing days of World War II, has repeatedly denied 
there exists a territorial dispute with Japan. 


The foreign minister said he will urge Shevardnadze to 
sincerely respond to Japan's call for the return of the 
islands. 


Meanwhile Uno, attending a separate Lower House 
committee session, said his ministry is studying how to 
help foreign students in Japan who are hard hit by the 
yeni’s rise in value. 


Uno told the Foreign Affairs Committee that he will ask 
the Construction Ministry to take some action to 
improve the housing situation for the students. 


An estimated 22,000 foreign students, mostly from 
Asian countries, are studying at Japanese universities 
and colleges, according to official figures. 
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Takeshita Meets With OECD Secretary 
OW231011 Tokyo KYODO in English 0837 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and visiting OECD Secretary General 
Jean-Claude Paye exchanged views on world economies 
Wednesday. 


Japanese officials said Paye, secretary general of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment, expressed his opinion that the United States must 
reduce its budget deficit. 


Paye also reportedly told Takeshita during their 25- 
minute meeting at the prime minister's official residence 
that Japan is doing well in restructuring its economy. 


The officials quoted Paye as saying that it is not desirable 
for nations to have a sense of precaution against foreign 
investment and that the OECD is ready to help them 
dispel such feelings. 


Takeshita said he believes the world economy is well as 
a whole, adding that Japan is prepared to serve as a 
bridge between the OECD and newly industrializing 
countries (NICs). 


Paye, who has been in Japan since Monday [21 March}, 
is scheduled to leave Tokyo Thursday. 


Crown Prince Meets Rwanda’s President 
OW 230413 Tokyo KYODO in English 0315 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—Crown Prince Aki- 
hito and Princess Michiko invited visiting Rwandan 
president Juvenal Habyarimana and Madame Habyari- 
mana to the Imperial Palace Wednesday morning, offi- 
cials said. 


The crown prince invited the Rwandan guests on behalf 
of Emperor Hirohito who has been resting since under- 
going intestinal surgery last September. 


The Crown crince and princess had a pleasant talk with 
President and Madame Habyarimana for about 40 min- 
utes, the officials said. 


The Rwandan guests arrived here on Monday for a 
five-day visit at the invitation of the government. 


Diet Detegation Postpones Seoul Visit 
OW230849 Tokyo KYODO in English 0604 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—A 10-member inter- 
party parliamentary delegation will postpone its visi‘ to 
South Korea until after the April general election there, 
mission leader Yoshio Sakurauchi said Wednesday. 
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South Korean ambassador to Japan Yi Kyu-ho, who has just 
flown back to Tokyo after consultations with his govern- 
ment, asked Sakurauchi to postpone the visit, he said. 


Yi made the request during a telephone conversation 
with Sakurauchi, but did not reveal the reason for it, he 
said. 


A general election is scheduled in South Korea for April 26. 


Sakurauchi, a former foreign minister and a Liberal 
Democratic Party m mber in the House of Representa- 
tives, was originally scheduled to visit South Korea 
March 21-22 as head of the mission. 


The delegation, comprising members of the LDP, Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP), Komeito and the Democratic 
Socialist Party (DSP), was to see Olympic facilities in 
Seoul. 


However, South Korea has so far failed to provide a JSP 
mission member, Kenjiro Kawamata, with an entry visa. 


Kawamata told reporters that he expects Seoul to issue a 
visa for after the election. 


The JSP, Japan’s largest opposition party, which has 
friendly ties with North Korea, welcomed the inaugura- 
tion of President No Tae-u on February 25 and declared 
that it will promote ties with the South. 


South Korea, however, says it will not allow JSP parlia- 
mentary members to enter the country unless the party 
clearly changes its anti-Seoul attitude. 


Bank Official on Intervening in Exchange Rates 
OW231005 Tokyo KYODO in English 0956 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—Bank of Japan [BOJ} 
Governor Satoshi Sumita said on Wednesday the central 
bank is ready to intervene in the Tokyc foreign exchange 
market to stop the British pound from advancing further 
against the U.S. dollar. 


Sumita suggested at a regular press conference that there 
is a kind of agreement on intervention with the British 
Monetary Authorit /. 


The top BOJ official, however, ruled out the possibility 
that Britain would ask Japan to step into the foreign 
exchange market. 


Responding to reporters’ gestions about monetary poli- 
cy, Sumita reiterated that the central bank mantains a 
neutral stance toward the money market while watching 
commodity prices, which he said have remained stable 
as a result of the yen’s appreciation against the U.S. 
currency. 
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EC Urges Overhaul of Liquor Tax System 
OW'230421 Tokvo KYODO in English 0303 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Geneva, March 22 KYODO—The European 
Community (EC) on Tuesday called on Japan to imple- 
ment a prompt overhaul of its liquor-related tax system, 
EC officials said. 


The EC asked Japan at a council meeting of the General 
Agreeement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in Geneva to 
explain the measures it intends to take in response to 
GATT recommendations last November calling for 
liquor tax reform by the Japanese Government, the 
officials said. 


Commenting on the timing of the intended reform, the 
EC pressed Japan to take prompt action, saying that the 
European nations cannot afford to wait until April next 
year, they said. 


Asked to be more specific about the liquor tax reform, 
especially with regard to the current differential in tax 
rates according to the type of liquor imported, the 
Japanese delegation replied simply that discussions are 
under way with all parties concerned to work out an 
appropriate solution to the problem. 


The EC expressed disappointment over Japan’s response 
and made it clear that it would continue to review the 
matter within the framework of GATT rules. 


Government To Lower Beef, Pork Prices 
OW230427 Tokyo KYODO in English 0252 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 23 KYODO—The government has 
decided to slash government supported prices of beef 
and pork, Agriculture Ministry sources said Wednesday. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato told an advisory group of the ministry that he 
wanted to lower “stable price zones” of beef and pork, on 
which wholesale prices are based, by 4.3 and 9.9 percent 
respectively, and asked for the committee's advice on the 
matter, the sources said. 


The Livestock Industry Promotion Council is expected 
to endorse the reduction lates in the day. 


According to the minister's plan, the new stable price 
zones will be set at 1,295-995 yen for a kilogram of beef, 
and 580-410 yen for a kilogram of pork. 


Beef prices, which were formerly classified into two 
categories according to the quality of the beef, will be 
unified. 
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The government's decision to slash meat prices was 
prompted by criticism both at home and abroad about 
the extremely high prices of meat sold in Japan a$ well as 
lower feed prices due to the stronger yen. 


Tokyo Police Investigate Bomb Explosions 
OW221235 Tokyo NHK General Television Network in 
Japanese 

0300 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] In connection with the two bomb explosions in 
Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo, last night, the Metropolitan 
Police Department [MPD] began on-site inspections this 
morning, speeding work to identify the nature of the 
explosives used. 


The on-site inspections began at about 1000, in occasional 
but heavy rains, near the Hibiya intersection in Yuraku- 
cho, and at the parking lot in Niban-cho, both in Ch‘yoda 
Ward. Investigations so far have turned up the possivility 
that the explosives had been placed directly on the ground 
near a motor bike parked on Hibiya Street, and also on the 
ground close to the back wall of the parking lot. At both 
sites, it was found that the explosions had shattered 
entrance door glasses inside the closed shutters of build- 
ings nearby and had made a hole as large as 30 centimeters 
in diameter in a 4-centimeter-thick concrete wall. Conse- 
quently, officials believe that the explosives were consid- 
erably powerful ones and could have caused casualties if 
there had been people nearby. 


In the Yuraku-cho case, it has been learned that the 
explosion produced white smoke and the smell of gun- 
powder. This has led the MPD to suspect that the same 
kind of hand-made chlorate-type composition bombs 
used by radicals in past incidents had been used. As a 
result of the blasts, however, fragments were found 
scattered over a wide area, making it impossible to 
determine the nature of the time devices used. Thus, the 
nature of the explosives used has yet to be identified. The 
MPD is intensifying its on-site investigations to identify 
the composition of the explosives used; at the same time, 
it has launched an all-out search for eyewitnesses who 
might have seen any suspicious person or persons at the 
time of the incidents. 


Commenting on the incidents, Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Obuchi said: The investigations have just started and I have 
no detailed comment to make. If the incidents were meant 
to stir up society, however, they were indeed regrettable. To 
eliminate any feelings of unrest among citizens, we will do 
everything in our power and get to the bottom of the 
incidents in order to prevent a recurrence. 


Shipping Companies Urged To Form 2-3 Groups 
te Tokyo KYODO in English 1257 GMT 
Mar 


[Text] Tokyo, March 22 KYODO—The Transport Min- 
‘Stry Tuesday suggested that Japanese shipping compa- 
nies operating Far East/North America liner services 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


should form two to three groups. saying this would be 
necessary to compete successfully with U.S. and other 
strong foreign carriers on the route. 


The ministry made the suggestion at the day’s meeting of 
a unit of the Shipping and Shipbuilding Rationalization 
Council, an aivisory body to the transport minister. 


The unit, the working group on North America liner 
service probleris, is expected to draw up by June mea- 
sures to bail wut the six major Japanese liner service 
operators (one of them having already announced its 
decision to withdraw trom the route) from chronic 
deficits arising from the service. 


The ministry's suggestion is based on several assumptions: 


Container cargo traffic from Japan and other Far Eastern 
countries to the U.S. West Coast will be 4 million units 
a year in 1992 in terms of 20-foot containers; 


The Japanese lines’ share of Japan/U.S. West Coast 
cargo movement in that year will be 40 percent: 


The Japanese lines’ share of the non-Japan Far East/U.S. 
West Coast cargo traffic will be 20 percent. 


According to the ministry, if the Japanese lines are to 
operate their Far East/U.S. West Coast service on about 
the same scale as American President Line, the service’s 
biggest single operator, they would have to form consor- 
tia. However, the number of suck consortia should be 
limited to two to three, the ministry suggested. 


Showa Line, the smailest of the six Japanese lines oper- 
ating on the route, has decided to pull out of the service. 
Nippon Yusen K.K. and Mitsui OSK Lines, Ltd. are 
going to team up for a joint operation of the service, 
according to industry sources. 


First STOL Test Landing Reported Successful 
OW 231040 Tokyo NHK General Television Network 
in Japanese 0300 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] A test landing of Asuka, an STOL [short take-off 
and landing] plane, was conducted in Kakamiha.2 City 
in Gifu Prefecture today. This was the first successful 
STOL landing in Japan on a short runway of about 439 
meters. 


[Video shows scenes of STOL test landing! [Begin 
recorded report by unidentified reporter] Since its first 
flight in October, 1987, the STOL plane Asuka has 
carried out over 50 test flights. This was its first trial at 
short-distance landing, which is the plane’s major pur- 
pose. The test landing was conducted at the Air Self- 
Defense Force’s Gifu Air Base, Kakamihara City in Gifu 
Prefecture, at 1100 this morning. While some 100 people 
concerned with aviation were watching, Asuka 
attempted a landing. To prevent loss in speed even while 
flying at slow speed so that the landing distance can be 
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shortened, Asuka is equipped with a special control 
system that is capable of prevening turbulent air near 
the main wings, which may cause loss .a speed. After 
landing, the plane came to a stop at 439 meters distance 
of the runway at 1140. The distance is shorter than the 
distance originally designed. While jet planes normally 
enter the landing lane at an angle of 3 degrees, Asuka 
entered at a 6-degree angle and put its wheels down ai a 
slow speed of 133 kilometers per hour. In this connec- 
tion, the test landing is regarded as nearly successful. The 
result will soon be announced by the testing center. 


If the STOL plane Asuka should be put into practical 
use, it will need a runway shorter than one-half of the 
original runway. Hopefully, such planes can be used for 
local, or so-called commuter flights. 


Mongolia 


Batmonh Meeis Party Committee Secretaries 
OW220921 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1451 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 17 Mar (MONTSAME)—4J. Bat- 
monh, geneval secretary of the MPRP Central Commit- 
tee and chairman of the MPR Peopk’s Great Hural 
Fresidium, today [word indistinct] receis'ed participants 
from the conference on ideological questions that was 
attended by central committee secretaries from commu- 
nist and workers parties of socialist countries. [Words 
indistinct] held in a cordial atmosphere, Comrade J. 
Batmonh praised highly the exchange of views con- 
ducted at the conference on important problems con- 
cerning the perfection of ideological work among frater- 
nal parties in the spirit of the new thinking, on 
agreements reached on further directions in work, and 
on cooperation in this sphere. He also dwelt in detail on 
the activities of communists and working peopk of the 
MPR in implementing the decisions of the 19th MPRP 


Congress and solving contemporary probiems. 


© omrade J. Batmonh emphasized that the revolutionary 
idea and experience of perestroyka in the USSR and 
those of rejuvenation of several other fraternal countries 
are of enormous significance for our country’s socialist 
construction. 


J. Batmonh gratefully noted the invaluable role of com- 
prehensive cooperation with the USSR and other frater- 
nal socialist countries in successfully solving problems of 
the MPR’s socialist construction and said that the 
MPRP has always atiached great significance to close 
bilateral and multilateval cooperation with fraternal par- 
ties in all spheres of the country’s social development, 
and that perfecting ideological work based on the new 
thinking and increasingly active cooperation with frater- 
nal parties is becoming unprecedentedly important for 
successfully rejuvenating the economy. 
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Speaking about the international situation, Comrade J. 
Batmonh r ed the , sitive trends in universal develop- 
ment, thariks to the influence of the new political think- 
ing On international relations. He emphasized our party 
and people’s approval of, and support for, the broad- 
based constructive proposals, initiatives, and active 
efferts of the Soviet Union and other fraternal socialist 
countries ‘med at strengthening general peace and secu- 
rity, the cducison and destruction of nuclear arms, and 
the establishment of a nonviolent world, and their efforts 
to contribute to this noble cause. 


Kurt Hager, member of the Politburo and secretary of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany Central Committee, who 
spoke at the meeting on behalf of the conference partici- 
pants, expressed satisfaction with its results which, he said, 
will promote greater efficiency in ideological work among 
fraternal parties at the contemporary stage. 


Comrade Kurt Hager, on behalf of the conference par- 
ticipants, wished the MPRP Central Committee and the 
Mongolian people success in implementing the decisions 
of the 19th MPRP Congress and in the struggle for peace 
and security in Asia and the wncle world. 


Present at the meeting were T. Namsray, member of the 
Politburo and secretary of the MPRP Central Commit- 
tee; T. Balhaajab, secretary of the MPRP Central Com- 
mittee, and L. Rinchin, C. Tumendelger, and G. Dashd- 
zebeg, heads of MPRP Central Committee departments. 


Secretaries Depart 
OW221105 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1632 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 18 Mar (MONTSAME)—Represen- 
tatives from communist and workers parties of socialist 
countries who were taking part in the Ulaanbaatar 
conference of central committee secretaries on ideologi- 
cal questions lefi for home today. (?At tt Bayant-Uhaa 
airport they were seen off) by T. Namsray, member of 
the Politburo and secretary of the MPRP Central Com- 
mittee: T. Balhaajab, secretary of the MPRP Central 
Committee; chiefs of MPRP Central Committee depart- 
ments; and other officials, as well by ambassadors and 
diplomatic workers of these countries. 


Namsray Reports to MPRP on Havana Meeting 
OW221405 Ulaanbaatar International Service in English 
0910 GMT 17 Mar 88 


[Text] The Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee has heard a report of Politburo 
Member and Secretary of the party Central Committee 
Namsray on the outcome of the meeting of secretaries of 
the communist and workers parties of the socialist 
countries on international matters, that was held in 
Havana, Cuba. 
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The party Central Committee approved the activity of 
the Mongolian delegation in the meeting and said it is 
significant for coordinating closer the foreign political 
activity of the fraternal parties in the conditions, when 
the situation in the world remains serious, despite the 
development of international relations of a new mode of 
politica) thinking and some positive changes occurred. 
[sentence as heard] 


North Korea 


Seoul Paper Reports Changes in Personnel 
SK230514 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
23 Mar 88 p § 


[Tokyo-YONHAP] 


[Text] On 22 March, KYODO News Agency reported that a 
series of unprecedented changes of personnel effected 
recently in North Korea, such as the dismissal of the chief of 
the General Staff of the People’s Armed Forces, a large-scale 
change of economic ministers—including those at the vice 
ministerial level—and the transfer of a former premier to a 
local post, indicates that the “hereditary succession sys- 
tem,”’ meaning the system by which Kim Chong-il succeeds 
Kim Il-song, has hit a snag. 


Noting that the sacking of O Kuk-yol, chief of the 
General Staff of the People’s Armed Forces, and the 
transfer of former Premier Kang Song-san to the post of 
responsible secretary of the North Hamgyong provincial 
party committee are an unprecedented event, KYODO 
siated that because these two have been |:nown as Kim 
Chong-il’s closest allies, it is accepted as a sign of the 
retreat of the Kim Chong-il force. 


Paying particular attention to the fact that North Korean 
news Organizations have referred to Kang Song-san as 
member of the Workers’ Party of Korea Political Bureau 
in a report on his transfer to a local post, KYODO has 
interpreted this as an indication of Kang’s being ousted 
from the central party’s secretariat, which is controlled 
by Kim Chong-il. The news agency added that the North 
Korean news organizations’ repeated emphasis of the 
fact that the “succession system” has been firmly estab- 
lished indicates the opposite, that Kim Chong-il’s suc- 
cession system is actually in a state of flux. 


Foreign Ministry Criticizes ‘Team Spirit-88" 
§K230433 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0407 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Statement issued by the Foreign Ministry on 23 March: 
place not given) 


[Text] Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA)}—The Ministry of 
Foreign Affair: of the Democratic Peopie’s Republic of 
Korea has released a statement here today. 


The full text of the statement reads: 
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The “Team Spirit 88” joint military maneuvers 
launched by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppet clique throughout South Korea against the 
OPRK defying the strong public denunciation at home 
and abioad have entered into a full-dress stage. 


Involved in this provocative war rehearsa! are large 
armed forces more than 200,000 strong including 60,000 
U.S. imperialist aggression troops and AWACS “E-3A”, 
““B-52” strategic bombers, fighter bombers “F-16" and 
“F-15” carrying nuclear weapons and many other planes 
and tanks, missiles and a carrier flotilla and various 
other types of sophisticated operational equipment and 
mass destruction weapons from the U.S. mainland and 
U.S. military bases in Guam Island, Hawaii, Japan and 
the Philippines. 


During the several month-long war exercise the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique will 
reportedly stage big combined “landing operation,” river 
crossing operation,” “airlifting operation,” "firing war- 
fare,“ missile launching exercise, etc. and even "special 
operation” against the DPRK. Due t> these reckless war 
manoeuvres, the situation in Korea is now growing 
extremely tense and the dark cloud of a nuclear war is 
heavily hanging over our land. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique are staging the “Team Spirit 88” at a time when 
the DPRK Government put forward reasonable nation- 
saving proposals for easing tensions on the Korean 
peninsula and achieving peace and peaceful reunifica- 
tion. This clearly tells that they are bringing the situation 
on the Korean peninsula to the brink of a war. 


The DPRK Government and the entire Korean people 
vehemently denounce the “Team Spirit 88” joint military 
rehearsal of the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppet clique as a heinous criminal act intended to impose 
a horrible nuclear disaster upon our people, deadset against 
peace in Korea and its peaceful reunification, and as a grave 
menace to peace in Asia and the world. 


The “Team Spirit 88” is an oui-and-out aggressive 
preliminary war and a test nuclear war in view of the 
scale of the armed forces involved and st-ndard of their 
equipment, the duration of the exercises and their nature 
and timing. 


Vast armed forces of both sides are standing in acute 
confrontation along the military demarcation line that 
divides the Korean peninsula today and South Korea has 
turned into the largest nuclear arsenal in the Far East. 


Under this situation who on earth can assert that the 
reckless play with fire by the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets will not develop to be an ali-out 
thermonuclear war? 


With nothing can they cover up the aggressive nature of 
the “Team Spirit 88”. 
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The government of our Republic stated more than once 
that it has no intention to “invade South”. 


The international situation as a whole shows a sign of 
gradual relaxation and voice of the world peaceloving 
people who wish the peaceful settlement of the Korean 
question is growing loucer with each passing day. 


In keeping with the expectation and desire of the entire 
Korean people and the world’s peaceloving people, the 
DPRK Government in recent years alone put /orward 
one proposal after another for detente, including the 
proposal for discontinuing arms buildup and arms race 
and reducing the armed forces of the North and the 
South each to 100,000 men or less, the proposal for 
concluding a peace agreement between the DPRK and 
the United States and adopting a non-aggression decla- 
ration between the North and the South, the proposal for 
converting the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, 
peace zone and the proposal for discontinuing large-scale 
military exercises. 


It advanced the proposal for a drastic phased arms 
reduction in July last year, in particular made efforts in 
every way for its realization and unilaterally cut its 
armed forces by 100,000 men. 


This year our Republic, with a view to easing the tension 
on the Korean peninsula and bringing about a new 
turning-point in national reconciliation and unity, put 
forward the epoch-making proposal for convening a 
North-South joint conference aimed at discussing and 
settling such urgent matters as discontinuing the “Team 
Spirit” and other large-scale military exercises and hold- 
ing multi-national disarmament talks. 


These proposals of ours have met with broad support 
and sympathy of the entire Korean people and the world 
public for their validity and reas: »nableness. 


But, the U.S. imperialist. and the South Korean puppet 
clique turned down all our fair and aboveboard propos- 
als and answered them with premedita‘ed aggravation of 
the tension fre~.. :he beginning of the year and with the 
“Team Spirit 88” joint military maneuvers. 


Moreover, the U.S. imperialists are massing a huge 
amount of weapons and military hardware including 
aircraft carrier in South Korea and its surrounding 
waters, and will reportedly replace the old military 
hardware with the ammunition and war supplies they 
have introduced for the current military exercises or 
transfer them to the South Korean puppets under the 
pretext of “ensuring the security of the Olympic games.” 


The “threat from the North” and “security of the Olym- 
pic games” advertised by the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets are nothing but a trick to justify 
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their arms buildup and nuclear war :noves, divert else- 
where people’s attention from the anti-American, anti- 
fascist struggle for democracy mounting high in South 
Korea and find a pretext foy the provocation of another 
war of aggression against the DPRK. 


It is by no means fortuitous that the South Korean 
students and other people are energetically waging the 
anti-American, anti-“government” struggle to gain 
democracy and national sovereignty. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean military 
fascist clique must look straight at the trend of the times 
and act with discretion. 


If they think they can find a way out of the serious crisis 
of the tottering colonial military fascist ruling system in 
the aggravation of the tension and the provocation of 
another war of aggression, it is a gross miscalculation. 


The DPRK Government and the Korean people will 
never pardon the reckless war provocation moves of the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors and the South Korean puppet 
clique. 


Having received the order of the supreme commander of 
the Korean People’s Army, the officers and men of our 
People’s Army and People’s Security Forces and the 
members of the Worker-Peasant Red Guard and the Red 
Young Guard are keenly watching every movement of 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique. Should the enemy dare attack them they would 
retuiiaic against htm a hundred, a thousand times. 


Our people oppose war and love peace but will never beg 
for it. 


Clearly mindful that with no move can they ever dampen 
the unanimous desire and aspiration of our people who 
are all out in the just cause, the U.S. imperialists must 
immediately stop the “Team Spirit 88” joint military 
exercises they are staging under the untenable pretext 
and withdraw from South Korea at an early date, taking 
along nuclear weapons ang all other lethal weapons. 


The South Korean military fascist clique should halt the 
ireacherous act aimed at imposing a nuclear holocaust 
upon fellow countrymen, clinging to the coattail of their 
master. 


if the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique continue military exercises and arms buildup in 
defiance of ovr earnest assertion, it will only betray the 
fact that they are increasing the danger of war on the 
Korean peninsula with an ax to grind. 


The DPRK Government and the entire Korean people 
express the firm belief that all the peaceloving govern- 
ments and peoples of the world will approach with a high 
vigilance the vicious moves of the U.S. imperialists and 
the South Korean puppet clique to abuse the sacred 
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Olympic games for their “two Koreas” piot and war 
policy and the criminal ““Team Spirit 88” joint military 
exercises and lift up voices of justice denouncing them. 


The Government: of the DPRK and the Korean people 
will check and frustrate the moves of the U.S. imperial- 
ists and South Korean puppets to provoke another war 
on the Korean peninsula and firmly defend peace in Asia 
and the world and make patient efforts to achieve the 
peace in Korea and her peaceful reunification. 


Pak Song-chol Sepports KPA Commander's Alert 
SK230848 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2300 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Statement issued on 22 March in Pyongyang by Pak 
Song-chol, member of the Political Bureau of the WPK 
Central Committee and vice president of the Republic, 
supporting the order of the KPA supreme commander 
declaring a state of “full combat readiness”—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] The KPA supreme commander, in connection 
with the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise staged 
by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean fascist 
military clique, and with their intensification of nuclear- 
war provocation maneuvers against us, has ordered all 
units of the KPA and the Korean People’s Szcrrity 
Forces and all members of the Worker-Peasant Red 
Guard and Red Young Guard to place themselves at full 
combat readiness. 


The order of the KPA supreme commander is a self- 
defense measure to counter the adventurous military 
provocation maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppet clique, and to defend our socialist 
fatherland and the gains of the revolution as a fortress. It 
is a reflection of the resolute will and revolutionary stand 
of our people and of the People’s Army to swiftly thwart 
the aggressors’ reckless playing with fire, and to deal a 
due coupterblow to them. 


I wholeheartedly support thie order of the KPA supreme 
commancer by acknowledging that this is a just, revolu- 
tionary measure to prevent the danger of another war, 
and to defend the peace of the country and the security of 
Asia and the world. This is taking place under the grave 
circumstances in which the situation on the Korean 
peninsula has become extremely tense, due to the reck- 
less war exercise rackets of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppet clique. 


That the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean fascist 
military clique are again this year staging the large-scale 
“Team Spirit-388" joint military exercise is an unbear- 
able provocation against our earnest and sincere efforts 
to ease tension on the Korean peninsula and to guarantee 
peace. This provocation is an intolerable challenge to the 
aspiration of the peoples of the world who desire the 
peaceful settlement of the Korean question. 
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As has been made widely known, in recent years alone. 
the WPK and the government of the Republic offered a 
series of rational peace proposals such as the one for 
tripartite talks, the one for talks involving military 
officials, the one for high-level North-South political and 
military talks, and the one for a phased arms reduction 
both to guarantee a durable peace on the Korean penin- 
sula and to provide a precondition to the peaceful 
reunification. The government of the Republic and the 
WPK have thus made all possible efforts to realize these. 


Moreover, we even took the active step of unilaterally 
diverting as many as 150,000 KPA troops to peaceful 
construction, as well as discharging 100,000. Thus, in 
practice, we demonstrated our sincere staid to eliminate 
the state of military confrontation and to ease tension. 


In particular, single-mindediy wishing to make this a 
historic year in which a new opportunity is provided for 
national reconciliation and unity, we offered the pro- 
posal to convene a North-South joint conference to 
discuss Outstanding «ssues to ease tension, including the 
one to halt large-scale military exercises. We have made 
positive efforts to put this into practice. 


This peace-loving stand and effort by our party and the 
government of the Republic have earned warm support, 
and are also welcomed by the governments of many 
countries and peoples of broad strata of the world who 
love justice and peace. 


Nonetheless, the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
fascist military elements have turned away from our 
repeated peace efforts. They have only answered by 
Staging the large-scale ““Team Spirit-88”" joint military 
exercise. 


This is evidence that the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets are never interested in easing tension on 
the Korean peninsula or in North-South dialogue, but 
that they only persist in the incorrect antidialogue, 
antipeace. and antireunificaticn stand. 


From the start, the United States has never desired peace 
on the Korean peninsula or its peaceful reunification. 
The U.S. imperialists have only sought an aggressive 
nuclear war by consistently and systematically building 
up nuclear weapons, other means of war, and troops in 
South Korea. 


Because they are still not satisfied with the 40,000-strong 
troops of aggression and approximately 1,000 nuclear 
weapons in South Korea, the U.S. imperialists last year 
attempted to swiftly hurl further U.S. troops into South 
Korea and to introduce more of new-type high-perfor- 
mance nuclear bombs and shells and precision-guided 
missiles. This was done under the pretext of Olympic 
security. They even worked out a new Korean war 
scenario and actively stepped up all types of exercises. 
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That the U.S. imperialists are staging the ‘““Team Spirit- 
88” join military exercise again ihis year demonstrates 
that their war provocation maneuvers have reached a 
very dangerous stage. 


In particular, the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exer- 
cise staged this year is unprecedentedly assaultive and 
provocative. 


The U.S. imperialists have set a long period for the 
“Team Spirit-88” war exercise io run from February 
through May. By hurling 200,000 regular troops, nearly | 
million reservists, and all [as heard] practical means of 
nuclear delivery and modern military technology and 
equipment, they are moving northward for the south 
right up to the Military Demarcation Line, to an area 
similar to the terrain in the northern half of our Repub- 
lic. They are also staging completely offensive war exer- 
cises—a joint amphibious operation, a joint river-cross- 
ing Operation, an airborne operation, a commando 
operation, and a minelaying and minesweeping opera- 
tion—in an atmosphere of actual combat. 


No one can deny that this joint military exercise is an 
offensive operational exercise and a test nuclear war to 
seek an armed invasion against our Republic. 


Furthermore, it can be said that the danger of war 
provocation is even greater, for this joint military exer- 
cise is being staged this year when North-South relations 
have deteriorated severely and when the situation on the 
Korean peninsula has grown unprecedentedly tense, due 
to the vicious anti-Republic maneuvers of intrigue by the 
South Korean puppets. 


The South Korean ruling bunch, although it has twice 
received letters containing our proposal for a North- 
South joint conference, presently demonstrates abso- 
lutely no desire for dialogue. It is instead tenaciously 
persisting in wanton anti-Republic maneuvers of 
intrigue, such as the passenger plane incident, and is 
continuing to follow the road of aggravating the situa- 
tion. We cannot but express deep concern over the 
consequences that will be caused by such an antinational 
act by the South Korean ruling bunch. 


Once again, in the name of all Korean people and in 
expressing support for the order of the KPA supreme 
commander—this order completely reflects the princi- 
pled stand to be adopted by our revolutionary Armed 
Forces and people in the current situation—I sternly 
denounce the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise 
staged by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
fascist military clique. 


At present, all people in the northern half of the republic, 
after learning of the order of the KPA supreme com- 
mander, are maintaining a high degree of revolutionary 
vigilance and are keenly viewing every act and move of 
the enemies. They are refreshing their firm faith and will 
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to deal a decisive counterblow and to resolutely defend 
their socialist fatherland and the gains of the revolution, 
should the enemies dare challenge us. 


The U.S. imperialists must face reality and uncondition- 
ally stop the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise. 
They must return to their home at once, taking nuclear 
weapons and all forces of aggression along with them. 


The South Korean fascist military clique, as the imperi- 
alists’ servant of war, must not run amok in staging a 
nuclear war exercise against compatriots, but must 
instead do away with the anti-Republic racket of intrigue 
at once. 


Despite our warning, if the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets persistently continue to follow the 
road of confrontation and war while staging the nuclear 
war exercise, they will only face disgraceful destruction. 


I would like to take this opportunity to express my expec- 
tation that the people of all strata in South Korea will 
resolutely oppose the criminal “Team Spirit-88” joint mil- 
itary exercise of the U.S. imperialists and their stooges—an 
exercise that is intended to impose a nuclear holocaust on 
the nation—and that they will wage the anti-U.S. and 
antifascist struggle even more unyieldingly. 


At the same time, I express my conviction that the 
parties, governments, and peoples of all countries of the 
world will direct deep attention to the situation on the 
Korean peninsula—where the danger of nuclear war 
grows—and that they will further raise their voices to 
denounce the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise of 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets. 


Dailies Denounces ‘Team Spirit’ Exercise 
SK230630 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2123 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 23 March editorial: “Let Us Res- 
olutely Check the New War Provocation Maneuvers of 
the U.S. Imperialists and the South Korean Puppets’’} 


[Text] The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
have been staging since February has now entered an 
extremely reckless stage. 


The enormous total of approximately 200,000 troops, 
including U.S. imperialist aggressor forces in South Korea, 
the puppet army, and U.S. combat troops from the U.S. 
mainland and areas in the Pacific; and various modern 
operational equipment and lethal arms, including nuclear 
weapons, are being mobilized in this exercise. 


With the beginning of the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercise, the U.S. imperialist aggressor forces in South 
Korea and the puppet army have assumed a combat 
posture. The huge number of U.S. forces stationed at 
bases in Asian and Pacific areas, including the U.S. 
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mainland, the island of Guam, Hawaii, Japan, and the 
Philippines, have been assembled in South Korea 
through combat vessels, transport ships, and military 
aircraft. These troops have been deployed in operational 
zones. 


Various types of military aircraft, including B-52 strate- 
gic bombers and F-16 and F-15 fighter-bombers loaded 
with nuclear weapons, and a combat carrier fleet accom- 
panied by numerous escort vessels and support ships, as 
well as combat ships, continuously swarm into and 
around South Korea. 


Due to operational exercises carried out by each branch 
of the service and various units, including chemical, 
biological, and radiological exercises and a joint moun- 
tain exercise, powder is already reeking in South Korea. 


In view of its scale, duration, nature, and content, the 
“Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise is a preliminary 
war designed to launch a preemptive offensive against 
our Republic and a test nuclear war. 


To cope with this extrevely dangerous situation, in which 
the dark clouds of nuclear war surge in our country due 
to the “Team Spirit-88” war exercise commotion of the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique, 
the comrade supreme commander of the KPA issued an 
order to all units of the Army, Navy, and Air Force and 
the Korean People’s Security Forces, and to all members 
of the Red Worker-Peasant Militia and the Red Youth 
Guards, to assume a posture of complete combat mobi- 
lization with heightened revolutionary vigilance. 


He also ordered 150,000 officers and men of the KPA 
and the Korean People’s Security Forces mobilized for 
socialist economic construction to take a fully-prepared 
posture so they can urgently move out at any moment. 


This is a self-defense measure to cope with a possible 
surprise attack by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean military fascist clique. It is additionally an 
expression of the firm position and resolution of all the 
people and the revolutionary Armed Forces to defend 
the sacred fatherland, their sovereignty, and the socialist 
system from the aggression of the enemy. 


We brand the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise 
staged by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets to be a grave challenge to peace in Korea, Asia, 
and internationally, as well as an extremely dangerous 
military adventure to block our people’s cause for the 
peaceful reunification and to drive the situation to the 
brink of war, and we sternly denounce it. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
greatest danger of nuclear war in the world today is 
found on the Korean peninsula. The U.S. imperialists 
have dragged various types of nuclear weapons and 
modern means of war into South Korea on a large scale, 
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and they frequently stage war exercise commotions 
against the northern half of the republic. Due to this, the 
danger of a war breaking out at any moment is constantly 
created in our country. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets are, 
shamelessly enough, propagandizing that the “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise is annual defense train- 
ing. However, this is shameless counterpropaganda 
designed to conceal the aggressive and offensive nature 
of this exercise. 


The “Team Spirit” joint military exercise is thoroughly a 
northward nuclear offensive exercise. The U.S. imperi- 
alists have increased their military bases in and around 
South Korea according to their aggressive Asian strategy, 
and they have reduced South Korea to the most danger- 
ous powder magazine and the largest forward nuclear 
base in the Far East, one containing more than 1,000 
nuclear weapons of various types and modern war 
means. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets are 
going to comprehensivly stage all offensive exercises, 
including a joint landing operation, a joint river-crossing 
operation, a maximum sortie of aircraft exercise, aerial 
mobilization training and special warfare operations by 
special forces, and even the flying of the nuclear-war 
command aircraft, according to a war plan desigi.ed to 
simultaneously strike frontline and rear areas in the 
northern half of the Republic by land, air, and sea. 


All manner of barbarous war methods, including nuclear 
warfare, chemical warfare, and biological warfare, are to be 
applied in these exercises. This clearly demonstrates the 
adventurous nature of the “Team Spirit” war exercise. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise is a war 
exercise being perpetrated during the stage in which the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
have completed war preparations at the frontline and in 
the rear. They have done this by in recent years franti- 
cally accelerating preparations for a northward war of 
aggression. Therefore, the dangerous nature of this exer- 
cise is greater. 


As is known, the U.S. troops in South Korea and the 
puppet army reorganized their units into an offensive 
type. They additionally deployed 80 to 90 percent of 
these units in advanced areas along the frontline, close to 
the Military Demarcation Line. They have already tied 
the residents with a wartime system in an attempt to 
commandeer manpower and material resources required 
for wartime. They have likewise stockpiled huge reserves 
of war materials. 


This intensively proves that the U.S. imperialists are 
seeking the ignition point for a war, one that will drive 
mankind to the calamity of nuclear war, from a place 
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none other than the Korean peninsula. This also indi- 
cates that the “Team Spirit” joint military exercise has 
entered a stage of completion as a war exercise, and that 
it is only a step away from the order for a nuclear attack 
being issued. 


The “Team Spirit” joint military exercise is, in actuality, 
a tripartite military exercise involving the United States, 
Japan, and South Korea. The dangerous nature of this 
exercise is thus ever greater. 


The U.S. imperialists staged a joint operational exercise 
with the Japanese Self-Defense Forces, one that was 
timed to coincide with the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercise. The U.S. imperialists also had the leaders of the 
Japanese Self-Defense Forces participate directly in this 
joint military exercise in the name of observers, thus 
joining in conspiracy for a war together with them. 


In the ““Team Spirit” joint military exercise, the national 
boundaries of the United States, Japan, and South Korea 
no longer exist. The tripartite military alliance is active 
in a stage of perfection. The adventurous offensive and 
militarily nature of the ““Team Spirit-88” joint military 
exercise evoked a high degree of our sense of vigilance. 


If a nuclear war breaks out in Korea, those who will suffer 
the calamity before all others are the Korean people, and the 
land, which will be reduced to a wasteland and which is our 
fatherland. If war breaks out in Korea, it will rapidly evolve 
into a global thermonuclear war. If such a situation occurs, 
peace and international security will face a grave threat. We 
cannot idly watch this. 


It is a consistent position and policy of our party and the 
government of the Republic to resolve the Korean issue 
through dialogue and negotiations. 


The efforts we have made in recent years to ease tension 
on the Korean peninsula and to create favorable phases 
to peace and reunification have been known widely both 
at home and abroad. 


This year we proposed the holding of a North-South 
joint conference to ease tension between the North and 
the South, to realize a new turning point for national 
reconciliation and unity, and for discussing pending 
questions, including the issue of suspending large-scale 
military exercises. We are making sincere efforts to 
realize this. 


However, the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets not only ignored our sincere efforts but also 
waged a vicious anti-Republic smear campaign by offer- 
ing the civilian jetliner incident, which has nothing to do 
with us, while also expanding the scale of the “Team 
Spirit” joint military exercise. 
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This is an open declaration of confrontation and war, in 
a denial of peace and dialogue, and it is a undisguised 
challenge to our people and the peace-loving people of 
the world. 


All facts again demonstrated to the entire world that the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
are aggressors who disturb peace and frantically oppose 
the peaceful resolution of the Korean issue. The unpre- 
cedentedly large-scale ““Team Spirit-88” joint military 
exercise staged by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets, following the completion of war prep- 
arations in South Korea, can at any moment be con- 
verted into war against the northern half of the Republic. 


The prevailing situation demands that our people and 
the officers and men of the People’s Army heighten their 
revolutionary vigilance without a moment’s relaxation 
or a mood of peace, and that they work and live alertly 
and in a mobilized fashion. 


Upholding the order of the respected comrade supreme 
commander, all units of the KPA and the Korean Peo- 
ple’s Security Forces, members of the Red Worker- 
Peasant Militia and the Red Youth Guard. and all of the 
people should always remain alert and mobilized in firm 
unity with the party and the leader, closely watching 
every move of the enemy. All of these units, members, 
and the people should assume the posture of complete 
combat readiness so as to crush any war provocation 
maneuver by the U.S. imperialists and the puppets. They 
should thus firmly defend the air, land, and sea of the 
fatherland, as well as their own outposts. 


We should more firmly consolidate our country’s social- 
ist system and strengthen its might in every way by 
vigorously waging the 200-day campaign, heartily 
upholding the new year’s message of the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song and the letter and slogans issued 
by the party Central Committee on the occasion of the 
40th anniversary of the founding of the Republic. 


We love peace and do not want war. However, we 
absolutely will not allow anyone to recklessly provoke us 
or to invade our country, but will instead deliver a 
thousandfold retaliation against the aggressors. 


Our people cannot be peaceful for even one moment 
since the time that South Korea was reduced to a colony, 
a forward nuclear base, and a war exercise site for the 
U.S. imperialists. People from all walks of life in South 
Korea, including workers, peasants, youths, and stu- 
dents, should vigorously rise up in the anti-U.S. and 
antipuppet struggle to force the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sor forces to withdraw from South Korea—along with 
their nuclear weapons—and to overthrow the No Tae-u 
military fascist regime which follows the war policy of 
the U.S. imperialists. 
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Preventing the danger of war on the Korean peninsula, 
where the danger of a nuclear war is greatest, is not only 
a vital issue related to the destiny of the Korean people, 
but also an important issue for peace in Asia and 
worldwide. We express a firm belief that the government 
and people of each nation of the world who treasure 
peace will pay deep attention to the grave situation 
occuring on the Korean peninsula; that they will further 
raise their voices to denounce and condemn the “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise; and that they will 
extend firm solidarity with our people’s just struggle to 
force the U.S. troops to withdraw from South Korea, 
along with their nuclear weapons, and convert the 
Korean peninsula te a nuclear-free, peace zone. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique must immediately stop their reckless playing with 
fire, which leads the situation on the Korean peninsula 
to the brink of war. If the J.S. imperialists and the No 
Tae-u clique continue the reckless war exercise in defi- 
ance of our repeated warnings and expand it into a 
northward war of aggression, they will be held totally 
responsible for all consequences resulting from this. 


Further Comment 
SK231035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1013 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


{Text} Pyongyang March 23 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today carry editorials, 
which call for decisively checking the new war provoca- 
tion manoeuvres of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets with the “Team Spirit 88” joint military 
exercises now entering into an extremely reckless stage. 


NODONG SINMUN says in its editorial: 


In view of its scale, period, character and content, the 
“Team Spirit 88°’ joint manoeuvres are a preliminary 
war, a test nuclear war, for a forestalling strike at our 
Republic. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song has taught: 


“Today the Korean peninsula is being threatened by the 
greatest danger of a nuclear war in the world. The U.S. 
imperialists are massively introducing various kinds of 
nuclear weapons and modern means of war into South 
Korea and frequently staging military exercises against 
the northern half of our Republic. As a result, our 
country is facing a constant danger of a war breaking out 
any moment.” 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets are 
shameless enough to advertise the ““Team Spirit 88” as 
“annual defensive exercises.” But, this is a brazen pro- 
paganda to conceal their aggressive and offensive nature. 


The “Team Spirit 88” joint manoeuvres are, to all 
intents and purposes, nuclear offensive exercises to 
invade the North. This time, the U.S. imperialists and 
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the South Korean puppets are going to hold in a com- 
prehensive way all offensive exercises including a joint 
landing operation, a joint river-crossing operation, the 
greatest aircraft sortie exercise, an aerial mobile opera- 
tion and a special operation of commandos, letting even 
a nuclear war control plane fly in accordance with the 
war plan mapped out for a simultaneous strike at the 
front and the rear of the northern half of the republic 
from the ground, the sky and the sea. All brutal methods 
of war such as the nuclear war, the chemical warfare and 
the bacteriological warfare will be applied there. 


This vividly reveals the adventurous nature of the 
“Team Spirit” war game. 


The “Team Spirit 88” is all the more dangerous because 
it is staged after the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppet clique completed war preparations on 
the front and in the rear by frantically accelerating them 
to invade the North in recent years. 


As already known, the U.S. forces occupying South 
Korea and the puppet army have reorganized their units 
into offensive formations and deployed 80-90 percent of 
them in the forward area along the Military Demarcation 
Line. They have also bound the population to a war-time 
system in order to requisition manpower and material 
resources in the war-time and stockpiled vast quantities 
of reserve war materials. 


This graphically shows that the U.S. imperialists are 
seeking on the Korean peninsula the igniting point of a 
war which would plunge mankind into a nuclear holo- 
caust. This indicates that the “Team Spirit” joint 
manoeuvres have entered a stage of completion as a war 
game and what remains to be done is to give an order of 
nuclear attack. 


The “Team Spirit” is fraught with a greater danger 
because it is, in fact, a triangular military exercise of the 
United States, Japan and South Korea. 


There exist no borderlines among the United States, 
Japan and South Korea in the “Team Spirit” 
manoeuvres and the tripartite military alliance is actu- 
ally operating in its stage of completion. 


The offensive and military adventurous character of the 
“Team Spirit” provokes our high degree of vigilance. 


All the units of the Korean People’s Army and the 
Korean People’s Security Forces, the members of the 
Worker-Peasant Red Guard and the Young Red Guard 
and the entire people should defend the sky, the ground 
and the sea of the homeland and their posts like an 
impregnable fortress with full combat readiness to reso- 
lutely smash any war provocation move of the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets, in hearty response to the 
order of the respected comrade supreme commander. 
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We love peace and do not want a war. But we will not 
allow anyone to dare provoke us or infringe on our 
country but deal a hundred-fold, a thousand-fold, retal- 
latory blow to the aggressors. 


The workers, farmers, students and other strata of people 
in South Korea should vigorously turn out in the anti- 
U.S., anti-puppet struggle to get the U.S. imperialist 
aggression troops and nuclear weapons withdrawn from 
South Korea and overthrow the No Tae-u military fascist 
“regime”’ following the U.S. imperialists’ policy of war. 


We express the belief that the governments and peoples 
of different countries of the world holding peace dear 
would pay deep attention to the grave situation prevail- 
ing on the Korean peninsula, lift louder voices condemn- 
ing the “Team Spirit 88” joint manoeuvres and express 
firm solidarity with the Korean people in the just strug- 
gle to force the U.S. troops and nuclear weapons out of 
South Korea and convert the Korean peninsula into a 
nuclear-free, peace zone. 


MINJU CHOSON in its editorial declares: If the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets hope to gain 
something from the reckless war gamble against our 
Republic, it is a grave mistake. 


U.S. Offers ‘Defective’ Data at MAC Meeting 
SK231058 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1047 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[““Our Side Urges U.S. Side To Stop Despicable Mockery 
of Armistice Agreement at 490th Meeting of MAC 
Secretaries”’—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Kaesong March 23 (KCNA)—The 490th meeting of 
the secretaries of the Military Armistice Commission was 
held today at Panmunjom at the proposal of our side. 


At the meeting, our side lodged a strong protest with the 
U.S. side which delivered false documents called “‘data 
of violations” by our side while faking up cases for a 
mean political purpose, and called the enemy side to 
account for this. 


According to the statement of Senior Colonel Kim Yon-ki, 
secretary of our side, the U.S. side has nowadays continued 
handing over to our side “data of violations” of the armi- 
stice agreement by our side in the Demilitarized Zone, not 
mentioning precise time, spot and content. 


The U.S. side has also failed to promptly inform our side 
of the “violations.” 


How can one investigate incidents after receiving 
months-old “‘data’”’ which do not indicate the time of the 
incidents or tell the accurate spots? 


The U.S. side has turned over such defective “data” 
deliberately, not because of an individual person's fault, 
stressed the secretary of our side. 
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He strongly demanded that the U.S. side give up at once 
such dastardly acts as fabricating incidents and ground- 
lessly slandering the opposite side and strictly implement 
the armistice agreement. 


But the U.S. side attempted to justify its unreasonable 
act with allegations about “propaganda” and the like. 


In view of the spirit of the armistice agreement and of 
the demand of the prevailing situation, our demand is 
entirely just, the secretary of our side said, and added: 
The unreasonable stand and attitude of the U.S. side 
show that it regards the armistice agreement and points 
of agreement between the two sides as a sheet of waste 


paper. 


The secretary of our side said that, since the U.S. side 
rigged up fictitious “cases of violations” out of a base 
political purpose and delivered data mentioning no date, 
place or content of the incidents, we cannot accept the 
“data of violations” by our side in December and he 
gave them back to the U:S. side. 


He declared invalid the defective “data” of 39,287 cases 
of “incidents” for September, October and November 
last year because they cannot be regarded as cases of 
violations. 


If the strained situation created on the Korean peninsula 
today is to be eased, the U.S. side must strictly imple- 
ment the armistice agreement and unconditionally and 
immediately discontinue its military provocations 
against our side in the Demilitarized Zone, he stressed, 
and warned: 


If the U.S. side continue such acts, discarding our 
demand, it will be held responsible for all the conse- 
quences arising therefrom. 


Proposal for 26 March Meeting 
SK231100 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1054 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Our Side Suggests to U.S. Side Holding MAC Meet- 
ing’—KCNA headline] 


4)—Our side to the 
lay suggested to the 
‘ing of the MAC at 


[Text] Pyongyang March 2 
Military Armistice Comm 
U.S. side holding the 44. 
11:00 March 26. 


South Korea 


Chon Tu-hwan, Officials Depart for U.S. Visit 
SK220233 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Amid heated controversy over alleged malprac- 
tices involving his younger brother, former president 
Chon Tu-hwan leaves today for the United States for a 
three-week stay, as earlier planned. 
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The former president earlier called for a forma! probe by 
the law-enforcement authorities into the wrongdoings 
involving the Saemaul (New Community) Movement 
Headquarters, formerly led by his brother Kyong-hwan. 


Chon, now chairman of the Advisory Council of Elder 
Statesmen (ACES), will pay a call on U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan at the White House on March 23. 


He will also meet Secretary of State George Shultz, 
former presidents Nixon and Ford and former secretary 
of state Henry Kissinger. 


Chon will be given briefings on the world situation by the 
Pentagon and CIA and make an address to the Council 
on Foreign Relations New York on “Security and Peace 
on the Korean Peninsula.” 


Accompanying Chon will be Secretary General An 
Hyon-tae of the ACES and some Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials including Vice Foreign Minister Sin Tong-won. 


Further Reportage on Saemaul ‘Irregularities’ 


Saemaul Officials Resign 
SK220215 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Senior officials of the Saemaul Undong (New 
Community Movement) Headquarters have resigned en 
masse, holding themselves responsible for the alleged 
financial irregularities, the headquarters announced yes- 
terday. 


High-ranking officials, including Chancellor Kim Tong- 
ha, 65, and Secretary-General Chong Hon-kuk, agreed to 
step down in an emergency meeting at the headquarters 
Saturday. 


Nineteen officials above division chief rank tendered 
resignations Sunday in accordance with the agreement. 


Eight other senior officials who did not attend the 
meeting followed suit yesterday, it said. 


Chong Su-chang, elder vice chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, will soon convene a meeting to pick a new 
chancellor. 


Chancellor Kim told reporters after Saturday’s meeting 
that all senior officials agreed to resign to provide 
momentum for development of the movement. 


The officials who stepped down include 17 people disci- 
plined for malpractice. 


Fifty officials of the headquariers staged a demonstra- 
tion March 3, demanding the resignation of all personnel 
involved in the scandal. 


15 
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Union Demands Probe of Weekly 
SK220211 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The weekly SAEMAUL SINMUN trade union 
yesterday issued a statement demanding the government 
thoroughly probe the malpractices surrounding the 
newspaper, a target of public criticism, and punish those 
responsible for the scandal. 


In the statement, 21 trade unionists demanded all assets 
of the weekly, except funds necessary for the publication 
of the weekly, be returned to society. 


They called on Chon Kyong-hwan, owner of the weekly, 
to resign from his post, shouldering responsibility for a 
variety of irregularities. 


Earlier in the day, the union members staged a demon- 
stration in the Editorial Department of the weekly in 
Taechi-dong, southern Seoul, demanding Chon’s resig- 
nation. 


The demonstrators voluntarily dispersed at noon, after 
they were informed by a close aide to Chon through a 
telephone call that Chon will soon meet with them to 
discuss their demands. 


Younger Chon Said Misused Funds 
SK220207 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD In English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Chon Kyong-hwan, former chancellor of the Sae- 
maul Undong Headquarters, misappropriated part of the 
budget of the Korea Overseas Development Corp. 
(KODC) as travel expenses for himself and foreign 
guests, it was learned yesterday. 


Since his appointment as a non-standing director of the 
state-run corporation in May 1984, Chon has used a total 
of 51.9 million won on several occasions to finance his 
overseas tours and foreign government officials’ visits to 
Korea, according to the KODC sources. 


In one case, Chon went to Argentina in August 1985 with 
11.8 million won in travel expenses withdrawn from the 
KODC budget. The purpose of his visit to the South 
American country was to help open its door to Koreans’ 
investment emigration, Chon was quoted as having said 
at that time. 


Chon financed round-trip air tickets and hotel charges 
amounting to about 21.4 million won with the KODC 
funds for three Argentine economic officials who visited 
Korea at his invitation in December 1984, according to 
the sources. 


Chon also persuaded KODC officials to pay about 7.7 
million won for the same purpose in May last year when 
a three-member economic delegation from the same 
country came to Seoul. 
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In February 1985, Chon gave I! million won of the 
KODC money to a Saemaul team who visited Costa Rica 
to study the feasibility of launching an agricultural 
project there. 


Due to Chon’s usurpation of the KODC budget, accoun- 
tant officials at the corporation had no choice but to keep 
an anomalous account, which was checked by the Board 
of Audit and Inspection in February 1986. 


Use of Sports Funds Questioned 
SK 190233 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
19 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The Saemaul Undong (New Community move- 
ment) Headquarters has appropriated 1,630 million won 
from the budget of the Korea Amateur Sports Associa- 
tion (KASA) for its own sports programs over the past 
five years, a government official said yesterday. 


KASA, which groups the nation’s amateur sports bodies, has 
suspended social sports programs since 1983 due to the 
appropriation, said the official at the Sports Ministry. 


KASA, however, reported to the ministry that it exe- 
cuted the budget for social sports programs, he said. 


The sum used by the Saemaul Headquarters broke down 
to 60 million won in 1983, 70 million won in 1984 and 
500 million won each from 1985 to 1987. 


The Saemaul organization used the money to finance its 
own, largely unnecessary, sports events like the ‘“Sae- 
maul soccer championship” and “mothers’ volleyball 
contest.” 


Faced by public and press criticism about the organiza- 
tion’s waste of money for non-Saemaul functions, the 
government has recently requested the Saemaul Head- 
quarters to stop all sports programs immediately. 


Sports Ministry officials said the Saemaul Movement 
spent an average 100 million won per sports event it 
organized. 


KASA officials, meanwhile, said they reported to the 
Economic Planning Board that they used all of the 1,630 
million won for social sports programs under pressure 
from the Saemaul Headquarters, at the time headed by 
Chon Kyong-hwan, brother of former President Chon. 


Chon was also found to have pressured the National 
Sports Promotion Foundation to donate money for 
building sports facilities in the Saemaul training insti- 
tute, which was to be built on Yonjong Island off the 
West Coast, the officials said. 


The training center has drawn fire from the public, 
particularly residents of the island, because it usurped 
much of their land and that of the state. 
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The scandal has been attacked by opposition lawmakers 
in the National Assembly. 


The government’s inspection of the Saemaul Headquar- 
ters has so far been largely ceremonial. 


Former Official Living Abroad 
SK220137 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] The former director of the planning and coordi- 
nation bureau of Saemaul Headquarters, Kim Chin-tak, 
is learned to have slipped out of the country in February 
and is now in a country in South America. 


As he was the main pusher of the controversial purchase 
and development of Yongjong-do, an island off Inchon, 
his departure is suspected of being a kind of flight to 
evade investigation. 


Kim, who had served as chief of Songtan and Pyongtaek 
counties in Kyonggi-do, joined the Saemaul Headquar- 
ters in 1980, working in various posts as one of the 
leading members of Chon Kyong-hwan, former chair- 
man of Saemaul Headquarters’s staff. 


Kim tendered !:is resignation in February. It was learned 
that his resignation was requested by the Home Ministry 
on the basis of the inspection results of the controversial 
development pian. 


A large acreage of wooded land on the island was 
purchased and is being developed into a mammoth 
Saemaul training center. Procedures for getting permis- 
sion for purchase and the development plan were appar- 


ently skipped. 


29 Barred From Leaving Country 
SK220141 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Twenty-nine people who were reprimanded in 
connection with the irregularities of the Saemaul Head- 
quarters were prohibited from leaving the satica. 


The Justice Ministry is believed to have imposed the 
restriction to help the investigation by the prosecution 
authorities. 


Of the 29 people, 12 are officials from the Home 
Ministry which is in charge of overseeing the business of 
the Saemaul organization. The rest are from the Saemaul 
organization. 
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Opposition Demands Head’s Arrest 
SK220129 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Three opposition parties yesterday demanded 
Chon Kyon-hwan, ex-chancellor of the Saemaul Undong 
Headquarters, be arrested for a thorough investigation 
into allegations of wrongdoing. 


The Reunification Democratic Party said the prosecu- 
tion should arrest Chon for a probe and bring to light 
malpractices perpetrated by the Saemaul Undong Head- 
quarters. 


Kim Tae-yong, RDP spokesman, demanded a probe into 
an allegation about the flight of Chon’s assets to the 
United States and Fiji. 


An Tong-son, spokesman of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy, demanded the prosecution investigate big 
scandals of the Fifth Republic as well as the Chon case. 


“We suspect the government allowed Chon to get out of 
the country so that lie could remove the evidence of his 
wrongdoings and take his assets out of the country. 


“We demand the government clarify this suspicion,” An 
said in a statement. 


The New Democratic Republican Party said the evi- 
dence of Chon’s unlawful acts and abuse of power 
unveiled by the Board of Audit and Inspection warrants 
his arrest. 


Chon should be arrested immediately, it said. 


RDP Forms Investigative Team 
SK220133 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p I 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday 
formed its own investigation team to probe the scandal 
involving the Saemaul Undong Headquarters. 


Led by vice president Kwon O-tae, the team comprises 
Reps. Hwang Nak-chu, Kim Tong-chu, Mok Yo-sang, 
Kim Chong-kil and Mun Chong-su. 


Paper Urges ‘Thorough’ Probe 
SK220123 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 8 


[Editorial: “Truth in Saemaul Scandai”’} 


[Text] The people have been shocked by the successive 
disclosures of irregularities and malpractices by the 
Saemaul (New Community) Movement Headquarters, 
which was formerly led by Chon Kyong-hwan, younger 
brother of former president Chon Tu-hwan. 
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Chon, who has been responsible for the operation of the 
scandal-hit Saemaul organization over the past seven 
years, made an unannounced exit overseas Friday after- 
noon but returned home two days later. 


Amid fierce public criticism of his sudden disappearance 
and his alleged involvement in misappropriation of 
funds and illegal use of land with the help of adminis- 
tration authorities, the Prosecutor General's Office is 
now expected to begin an intensive probe of the rare 
scandalous incident, which should be considered typical 
of the ruling power-related unjus’ practices during the 
preceding government. 


Probably discerning the public opinion against his 
brother was reaching boiling point, former president 
Chon was said to have requested President No Tae-u 
that a probe by the law-enforcement authorities be 
carried out into the notorious Saemaul incident. 


Voices are being heard from opposition political quar- 
ters calling for physical detention of the former Saemaul 
chief, which undeniably indicates the possibility that this 
particular controversy wili develop into a major political 
issue prior to the forthcoming legislative elections slated 
for next month. 


As irregular practices implicating the Saemaul adminis- 
tration during the past years have recently come to light 
one after another, any citizen of good sense has had to 
express grave concern that incredible scandals have 
taken place under the pretext of a social crusade for the 
good of our community. 


The incumbent governmeni under the Sixth Republic is 
understood to have made solemn pledge to exclude any 
personalities close to the presidential family from the 
appointment of key public positions. This is immedi- 
ately construed as a government device to prevent 
shameful events similar to the Saemaul scandal from 
recurring around us. 


The law-enforcement authorities are advised to under- 
take a thorough probing into the Saemaul incwdent in 
such a way as to fully reflect the strenuous will of the 
incoming government to uphold social justice under all 
circumstances, while giving the impression that truth has 
been unreservedly unveiled in the course of conducting 
the investigation of this most scandalous case. 


By doing so, the ruling political camp may well amass 
votes supporting it in the projected general elections to 
such an extent as to maintain its prestige as reliable 
governing power based on democratic formulas. 


Kim Tae-chung Said Still ‘Controlling’ PPD 
SK190121 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
19 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The whereabouts of Kim Tae-chung have been 
unknown since he relinquished control of the Party for 
Peace and Democracy [PPD] on Thursday. 
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He is speculated to be staying at a private house in Seoul. 


But it became clear yesterday that he is “remote-control- 
ling” the party through his close aides including his 
secretary Kwon No-kap. 


Early yesterday morning, Kwon looked like having just 
had a meeting with Kim Tae-chung as he whispered to 
acting PPD president Pak Yong-suk, before she presided 
over a meeting of key post holders. 


Floor leader Ho Kyong-man was also seen whispering to 
Kwon, apparently to make an appointment to meet Kim 
Tae-chung in the afternoon. 


Aides said that Kim might not appear until Sunday, or 
until opposition merger talks are completed. 


Reportage on Opposition Merger Negotiations 


‘Marathon’ Talks Held 
SK190201 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
19 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] Six negotiators representing the three opposition 
parties held overnight marathon talks on their merger till 
this morning at a Seoul hotel. 


They were Choe Hyong-u and Kim Su-hwan from the 
Reunification Democratic Party, Kim Yong-pae and Ho 
Kyong-man of the Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD] and Chang Ul-pong and Che Chong-ku of the 
nascent Hangyorae Devocratic Party. 


The negotiators were empowered by their respective 
parties to conclude the merger talks. 


They will hold a press conference this morning after 
concluding the talks. 


The three parties yesterday agreed to reduce the number 
of delegates attending the merger talk from 21, eight each 
from the RDP and the PPD and five from the Hangyo- 
rae, Party, to six to increase efficiency. 


The agreement was reached in the first get-together of 
the representatives at a Seoul restaurant after Kim 
Tae-chung resigned as president of the PPD. 


The authorized negotiators will seek to iron out their 
outstanding differences over the type of leadership to be 
adopted in the new unified party. The RDP demanded in 
a statement that the projected unified party adopt a 
collective leadership and that the RDP hold the right to 
appoint the president. On the other hand, the PPD stuck 
to a co-leadership system whereby the two merged party 
will be headed by two representatives appointed by the 
RDP and PPD. 
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Earlier in the mourning yesterday, the RDP put forward a 
six-point precondition for the materialization of the 
merger. 


It demanded that Kim Tae-chung assume no post in the 
new unified party. 


Power sharing between the two parties must be based on 
the number of lawmakers each party controls, it said. 
The RDP has 53 lawmakers while the PPD has 23 seats. 


It insisted that the regulations and constitution of the 
new party should be revised only after the legislative 
elections and the existing platforms should not be 
touched until after the integration. 


The RDP also expressed no intention to concede its right 
to appoint the president of the new party. 


The PPD said there will be a dramatic agreement when 
the RDP agrees on the co-leadership plan, which means 
equal power sharing between the two parties. 


Both parties said they want to complete the merger talks, 
regardless of the result, by Sunday to prepare for the 
forthcoming parliamentary contest. 


Before the chief negotiators began the midnight debate, 
the two parties got emotional over the future of Kim 
Tae-chung, who resigned from the PPD presidency 
Thursday. 


The RDP insisted Kim must declare that he will not seek 
any post in the new unified party. 


PPD spokesman An Tong-son said the RDP must show 
sincerity for the merger at this time as Kim has bowed out. 


He lambasted the RDP for further damaging Kim Tae- 
chung’s political career without showing any intention to 
realize the merger. 


RDP Withdraws From Talks 
SK200010 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party last night 
unilaterally declared withdrawal from the merger nego- 
tiation in a protest against violence by members of PPD. 


Some 200 college students and PPD members demon- 
strated at the Seoul’s Sokyo Hotel last night, preventing 
negotiators from the RDP, PPD and Hangyorae Demo- 
cratic Party [HDP] from holding talks. 


They prevented the negotiators who tried to leave the 
hotel to move to another place to resume talks without 
any interference. 
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An RDP negotiator Choe Hyong-u, who was caught by 
demonstrators as he attempted to leave the place. was 
beaten and slightly injured. 


The negotiators had to be kept for about four hours at 
the hotel, beseized [as published] by the demonstrators. 


RDP negotiators claimed that they could not continue 
talks under such a circumstance. 


The RDP withdrawal put an end to weeks-old effort to 
unify the three parties before general elections slated on 
April 26. 


There remains a possibility of the RDP rejoining the 
merger talks in consideration of mounting public pres- 
sure for unified opposition. 


Earlier in the day, the three parties held talks but could 
not narrow differences over the issues of which party to 
produce the leader of the unified party. 


The six negotiators, two each from the parties, agreed the 
new party will be led by a supreme council but disagreed 
on how to select the council head. 


The RDP proposed it appoint the head of the council 
along with one ordinary member and that the PPD name 
three members and the HDP one. 


But the PPD said the leader of the new party should be picked 
in a contested election at its inaugural convention. 


The HDP, changing its stance, proposed the new party 
name just five ordinary members to the supreme council 
and no senior member. 


Unable to reach an accord, the negotiators stopped the meet- 
ing and decided to reopen it at 6 p.m. at the same hotel. 


But the second talks could not be resumed at the 
appointed place and time because some 200 students 
and PPD members made a fuss at the hotel. 


The negotiators had to be kept at the hotel for about four 
hours before being able to move to the Swiss Grand 
Hotel. But a mishap took place when the negotiators 
were leaving the Sokyo Hotel. 


A group of students and PPD members beat an MBC 
cameraman and destroyed his video camera. He was 
filming the violence. 


At the late night talks, the negotiators could not still 
solve their difference concerning the leadership issue. 


Sources said the issue is closely related to the political 
futures of Kim Tae-chung and Kim Yong-sam, who have 
resigned as presidents of the PPD and RDP. 
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Students Accused of Obstruction 
SK200017 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
20 Mar 88 p I 


[Text] The major opposition Reunification Democratic 
Party suspended negotiation for a merger with its rival 
PPD and nascent Hangyore Democratic Party last night, 
in the face of obstruction by student activists at the 
conference hall in a Seoul hotel. 


RDP negotiators Rep. Kim Chong-kil and Choe Hyong- 
u announced after foiled merger talks, “We can not 
resume negotiations for opposition integration under a 
situation in which RDP negotiators and their aides are 
obstructed by some PPD members.” 


About 500 students, citizens and members of the PPD 
blocked all entrances to the Sokyo Hotel and occupied 
the hotel lobby, saying that the negotiators will not be 
allowed to leave until they produce an agreement. 


They arrived ai the hotel about 20 minutes before the 
negotiation started and forcefully kept the negotiators in 
a conference room. 


The opposition representatives tried to go to another 
hotel for their talks, complaining that they cannot nego- 
tiate under such a coercive atmosphere, but the demon- 
strators pushed them back to the room. 


The type of leadership for and composition of the party 
has been the bone of contention since the integration 
talks resumed following the resignation of Kim Tae- 
chung as the head of the PPD Thursday. 


The RDP demanded that it be given the leadership of the 
unified party as it is the major opposition party holding 
53 Assembly seats compared with 23 of the PPD. 


But the PPD insisted on the co-leadership represented by 
an equal number of executives. 


As the two rival parties showed no sign of retreating from 
their respective positions, the Hangyore party nexotia- 
tors made a compromise proposal. 


Prof. Chang Ul-pong suggested that the RDP appoint the 
“senior among six co-leaders” of the new party in return 
for allowing the PPD to appoint three against two 
co-leaders with the remaining one to come from the 
Hangyore Party. 


RDP negotiators, Rep. Kim Su-han and former vice 
party president Choe Hyong-u, instantly accepted the 
compromise proposal while their PPD counterparts 
reserved an immediate response. 
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After the overnight talks Friday at a downtown Seoul 
hotel adjourned, PPD negotiator Rep. Kim Yong-pae 
consulted on the proposal with senior party members, 
who were watching the progress of the negotiation from 
another Seoul hotel. 


After the consultation, the PPD accepted the proposal of 
the Hangyore party on condition that the “senior among 
the six co-leaders” of the unified party be selected 
through a vote at an inaugural convention. 


Each party will send 150 delegates to the convention 
under an earlier agreement. 


The PPD proposal of the election of the party leader by 
vote, however, was flatly rejected by the RDP. 


RDP negotiator Kim Su-han said, “Both parties will 
then struggle to have delegates to the convention betray 
their own party to win such a vote.” 


In their separate meeting of key officers yesterday, the 
rival parties resolved to stick to their positions over the 
leadership issue. 


‘Mutual Distrust’ Causes Break 
SK220229 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[By staff reporter Sim Hak-nim] 


[Text] Three-way talks for opposition integration ended 
in final rupture yesterday as the two major opposition 
parties failed to clear off mutual distrust and narrow 
differences over the type of leadership in the projected 
unified opposition party. 


The Reunification Democratic Party formally declared 
an end to the talks for a merger with its rival PPD and 
the nascent Hangyore Democratic Party after a joint 
meeting of vice presidents and negotiators. 


The PPD, for its part, called for immediate resumption 
of the merger talks, criticizing what it called the insincere 
stand of the RDP. 


Disturbances by hundreds of student activists and sus- 
pected PPD members at the Sogyo Hotel where the 
delegates met Saturday gave the RDP an excuse for the 
suspension of the integration talks. 


The RDP claimed the RDP negotiator Choe Hyong-u 
and his aides had been hit by the “PPD members” in 
front of a conference room. 


But the PPD countered that the violence was staged not 
by its members but by “impure” forces attempting to 
disrupt the opposition integration. 
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RDP spokesman Rep. Kim Tae-yong told reporters after 
the meeting yesterday, “Our party concluded that it 
would be impossible to realize the opposition integration 
due to sharp differences between the rival parties and 
systematic obstruction by the PPD members.” 


“In such a situation, integration talks are meaningless,” 
the RDP spokesman claimed. 


Kim added, “To continue the merger talks while the 
polls are approaching is tantamount to giving up the 
election itself.” 


A PPD spokesman said in response, “The RDP is 
determined not to realize the opposition unification by 
suspending merger talks under the pretext of an acciden- 
tal scuffle.” 


Early Sunday morning, following the stalled negotiation 
talks at the Sogyo Hotel due to the disturbances by the 
students and PPD members, the RDP called upon the 
PPD to make an apology for the acts of violence. 


But the PPD rejected the RDP demand, denying that its 
members were involved in the incident at the conference hall. 


Hundreds of students who belong to “chondaehyop,” or 
national students federation, and dozens of youths 
alleged to be members of the PPD’s Youth League staged 
a sit-in in the Sogyo Hotel, chanting slogans calling for 
opposition solidarity. 


Some of them blocked all exit doors, calling upon the 
negotiators from the three parties to produce an agree- 
ment on the integration. 


The three-way talks for opposition integration which 
came to an end Sunday had been revived as Kim 
Tae-chung resigned as PPD president Thursday. 


The status of the PPD president had been the bone of 
contention in the negotiations for the merger between 
the two rival parties and the Hangyore party. 


Despite the resignation of Kim Tae-chung from the PPD 
leadership, the rival parties made no progress towards 
the opposition integration in their separate attempts to 
grasp hegemony in the new unified party. 


Observers attributed the failure in the merger talks to 
internal discord in the two rival parties over the effect of 
the opposition merger itself. 


In the RDP, several senior members and incumbent 
lawmakers from the Kyongsang Provinces, the strong- 
hold of the party, had been skeptical of the merger with 
the PPD from the beginning. 
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Some senior members of the PPD also were learned to 
have opposed its merger with the RDP, claiming that the 
PPD can deprive the RDP of the status of the major 
Opposition party through the forthcoming general elec- 
tions under an opposition split. 


PPD Denounces RDP 
SK220311 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Opposition Dis- 
unity”] 


[Text] The PPD denounced the RDP for breaking off 
merger talks over violence against RDP negotiators at a 
hotel Saturday night. 


“The RDP has an illusion that it can survi\: even 
without an opposition merger now that its goal of Kim 
Tae-chung’s withdrawal to a political back seat has been 
achieved,” said Choe Yong-kun, a PPD executive coun- 
cil member. 


“Since Kim Tae-chung resigned as PPD president last week, 
the RDP has been making absurd calls,” Choe said. 


But some of the PPD lawmakers seemed quite concerned 
about their fate in the coming election as the opposition 
has failed to reunite, and discussed in threes or fours a 
possible way for a lastminute opposition unity before the 
election. 


RDP Accuses PPD of Violence 
SK220315 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Failure in Merger 
Talks” ] 


(Text] “When things proved unfavorable to it, the PPD 
absurdly dubbed its party members at the hotel as 
‘impure elements,””’ said an RDP officeholder yesterday. 


He was referring to a PPD comment on tens of strangers 
who Saturday night committed violence against RDP 
negotiators Choe Hyong-u and Rep. Kim Su-han at 
Sokyo Hotel where talks on an opposition merger were 
under way. 


“Everybody could see that they were PPD members or at 
least PPD supporters,” he said. 


DJP’s Min Kwan-sik Refuses Party Nomination 
SK220157 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Former acting National Assembly speaker Min 
Kwan-sik, 70, yesterday refused to accept the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party’s nomination for the Chung-gu 
district of central Seoul. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In a statement, he said, “The DJP announced the nom- 
ination for the constituency prior to my final consent. | 
will not accept it.” 


He did not attend a rally of DJP candidates last Satur- 
day, expressing discontent with the party's hasty action. 


His refusal pushed to six the number of vacant DJP local 
chapters, including Sanchong-Hamyang, Kyongsan- 
gnam-do, once occupied by Kwon Ik-hyun, ex-chairman 
of the government party. The DJP will soon bare the list 
of six remaining candidates. 


Chairman Chae Mun-sik and secretarty general Sim 
Myung-bo were delegated full power to nominate the six 
in a meeting of party leaders yesterday. 


Chungchongpuk-do’s Chinchon-Umsong constituency 
will be filled by Rep. Kim Wan-tae, who bolted from the 
main opposition Reunification Democratic Party, early 
last week, DJP sources said meanwhile. 


Rep. Choe Yong-an defected from the DJP in protest 
against the party’s dropping of his name from the list of 
219 nominees, announced Friday. 


Government y’ Opposes RSA Apartheid 
SK220223 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
22 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The government yesterday reiterated its determi- 
nation to strongly support concerted international action 
against racial discrimination and apartheid in South 
Africa in particular. 


In a statement, Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su said, 
“The Korean government shares with the United 
Nations the view that apartheid constitutes a crime 
against humanity and a threat to international peace and 
security.” 


The statement was issued on the occasion of the Inter- 
national Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimina- 
tion. It was then delivered to the United Nations. 


Choe pledged that Korea will contribute $20,000 to the 
Africa Fund which was launched in New Delhi in 
January, 1987 to support the “Frontline States,” as an 
expression of Korea’s sincere desire to bring to an end 
the inhuman system of racial discrimination. 


He deplored the fact that apartheid or racial separation 
remains unchanged despite decades of struggle by the 
international community. 
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Unofficial ‘Direct’ Trade With PRC Continues 
OW220128 Tokyo KYODO in English 0041 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[News Feature” by Gary Ephraim] 


[Text] Hong Kong, March 22 KYOQDO—South Korea 
and China have directly traded coal and possibly other 
goods for at least two years despite cool relations 
between them at the official level, according to traders, 
bankers and Western officials. 


Goods are carried by ships flying the flags of third 
countries, while transport documents on them cite ficti- 
tious points of origin, they say. 


This disclosure comes amid recent overtures from each 
country to establish formal direct trading in the future. 


Current, unofficial direct trade is hefty, with China 
supplying up to one-fifth of South Korea’s imports of 10 
million tons of coal for electric utility and industrial use 
in 1987, says one trader. 


Such deliveries enable South Korea to reduce shipping 
costs by at least 20 percent, says Robin Brilliant, China 
manager for a unit of Lloyds Bank PLC. of Britain. 


Officially, trade between South Korea and China does not 
exist, because of the lack of formal diplomatic relations 
between them and their differing political ideologies. 


It has, however, been an accepted fact that the two 
countries routinely exchange goods transshipped 
through ports in Japan, Singapore and Hong Kong. 


Trading through third-party ports adds greatly to shipping 
costs and delivery times. Direct trade signals a move to 
economize on the parts of South Korea and China. 


“Time is money, even in China,” Brilliant says, adding, 
“There are no underhanded political implications to it at all.” 


A coal trader agreed. “Let's face it, it’s only a few 
hundred miles” from South Korea to China, he said, 
making direct trade a convenient “economic exercise.” 


Quiet, direct trading has its humorous side, the trader 
adds. China has supplied South Korea with coal for 
which the point of origin cited was Malaysia, a country 
with few, if any, known reserves of coal. 


It’s about 1,300 kilometers on the Yellow Sea between 
the northeast China port of Dalian and South Korea’s 
port of Inchon near Seoul, estimates a Western official. 
Moving goods from Dalian to Inchon via Hong Kong 
entails a trip of close to 6,400 kilometers, he adds. 


The reality that “business is business” has eliminated the 
communist/capitalist split between South Korea and 
China, a second banker says. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


And eliminated it to the extent that “nobody took it amiss” 
when the Daewoo trading house of South Korea opened a 
branch office in China's southwestern Sichuan Province 
within the last 18 months, the Western official says. 


The exact proportion of China and Korea's bilateral 
trade moving directly is uncertain. 


The traffic in coal has been confirmed, but Western 
sources can only assume other commodities are moving 
in similar fashion. 


Chinese officials claim they have no knowledge of the 
coal movements. 


In total, China buys cars and industrial parts from South 
Korea. Korea buys crude oil, coal, Chinese herbal med- 
icines and chemicals from China, an observer said. 


China has used South Korean parts to assemble televi- 
sion sets for buyers in Eastern Europe, he said. 


Estimates by Western sources are that South Korea 
bought about 700 million U.S. dollars in goods from 
China in 1987, while China bought about 500 million 
dollars worth from Korea. 


Official statistics put South Korean imports from all 
sources at 38.5 billion dollars in 1987. Chinese authori- 
ties say their country imported 43.8 billion dollars worth 
of goods from all sources last year. 


‘Sweeping Change’ in Tariffs, Customs Announced 
SK210114 Seoul YONHAP in English 0046 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 2i (YONHAP)—The South Korean 
Government will make a sweeping change in the nation’s 
tariff system and sharply lower cutoms duties this year, 
Finance Minister Sakong II said Monday. 


The finance minister said that since South Korea has 
become a model for economic development and reduced 
foreign debts coupled with a surplus in the international 
balance of payments ranked as the fourth highest in the 
world, the nation’s tariff system should be changed in 
line with Korea’s improved world position. 


Sakong’s remarks came in an address delivered at the first 
nationwide meeting of customs directors Monday morning. 


The change in the tariff system and reduced cutoms 
duties would lead to a further strengthening of Korean 
enterprises’ competitiveness in both the domestic and 
overseas markets, thereby contributing to balanced 
development among industrial sectors, Sakong said. 


He also called for the nation to shift from its export- 
oriented economy toward a balance between domestic 
demand and foreign exports. 
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Lifting of Import Ban Planned 
SK210832 Seoul YONHAP in English 0742 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Seoul, March 21 (YONHAP)—The Korean Gov- 
ernment will lift import bans on 30 to 40 items around 
the end of next month among 105 commodities which 
are more expensive than foreign goods, government 
sources said Monday. 


The government also plans to remove the remainder of 
the items from the import embargo list by the end of this 
year, the sources said. 


The market-opening action is designed to help stabilize 
domestic prices and improve the quality of Korean 
products through competition with imported goods. 


Among the 105 commodities are 25 electric home appli- 
ances, including video cassette recorders, color televi- 
sions and vaccum cleaners 27 processed foodstuffs, such 
as mayonnaise and ham as well as 26 miscellaneous 
goods, including pianos, cameras and gold rings. 


The 105 goods are being sold at prices 1.7 to 4.2 times 
higher than foreign goods, the sources said. 


They said the government will first liberalize imports of 
foreign goods which are expected to contribute to a sharp 
cut in domestic prices and also meet mounting demand, 
such as coffee, medical supplies, cameras, video cassette 
recorders and color televisions. 


Chosun University Returns to Normal 
SK220147 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Kwangju (YONHAP)—The operations of Chosun 
University here which had been crippled since last 
September returned to normal yesterday when the school 
accepted all demands presented by students. 


Cho Myong-nae, acting president of the school, and 
other high-ranking administrators met with student rep- 
resentatives, including student council president Na 
Yun-so and agreed to reinstate all professors and stu- 
dents dismissed and expelled. 


As the two sides dramaticallg reached the axreement, students 
who had staged a sit-in at the schoo! president's office since 
Feb. | voluntarily ended their protest later in the day. 


The private school was caught in campus unrest last 
Sept. 18 when more than 100 seized the school admin- 
istration building, demanding that the school authorities 
“democratize” campus affairs. 


The protracted protest was quelled by police Jan. 8 but 
students staged a renewed protest from the beginning of 
last month to push their demand. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


According to the agreement concluded between the 
school and student representatives yesterday, the school 
president will be elected in a joint meeting of a council to 
be composed of professors, alumni, students and their 
parents and the government-appointed board of trustees. 


The accord calls for the guaranteeing of student activities 
and the faculty members’ authority. 


Following the agreement, student council leaders said 
they will make every effort to help the school resume 
regular classes and to prevent the recurrence of campus 
disturbances. 


Police Hold Union Leaders in Guard’s Death 
SK190225 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
19 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Ulsan, Kyongsangnam-do (YONHAP)—Kwon Yong- 
mok, ex-president of the Hyundai Engine & Machinery Co. 
union, and two other union officials were taken into custody 
yesterday for investigation on the charge that they are respon- 
sible for the death of a private policeman hired by the 
nation’s largest ship engine maker. 


Kwon, 29, Kim Chin-ku, 32, head of a council formed for 
the reinstatement of all Hyundai Group workers fired since 
last July, and Kim Tong-hyon, 21, a radical worker, had 
been sought by police for their roles in the killing Wednes- 
day of O Im-sok, a security guard of the company. 


The three union leaders entered a work site of the 
Hyundai Heavy Industries Co. around 8 a.m. and incited 
their colleagues to stage a sit-in protest until all dis- 
missed Hyundai workers are reinstated. They also 
insisted that Chong Chu-yong, founder of the Hyundai 
Group, should assume responsibility for O’s death. 


But about 50 workers surrounded them and dragged 
them to the administration building of the Hyundai 
Heavy Industries. 


They were soon handed over to police who rushed to the 
building. 
Police grilled them on O's death, wanting to find out who 


actually hurled the rocks, bits of iron, wooden bars and 
other objects that killed the security guard. 


Meanwhile, all Hyundai companies in the port city of 
Ulsan except the Hyundai Engine and Machinery Co., 
were in normal operation yesterday. 


Unshaken by the incident, about 23,000 workers at the 
Hyundai Heavy Industries reported to work from 7 a.m. and 
went to their respective work places from about 8 a.m. 


After learning that Kwon and two of his followers had 
been handed over to police, the shipyard workers said 
they could not understand why the three tried to cause a 
strike at a company not their own. 


About 1,500 of the total 2,500 workers at Hyundai 
Engine & Machinery Co. showed up at the company 


yesterday. 
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Pilgrims Killed in Karen Rebel Attack on Pagoda 
BK221417 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Intent on stealing valuables from pilgrims and the 
Kyaiktyo Pagoda pavilions in Kyaikto Township, about 
150 KNU [Karen National Union] insurgents using 
assorted weapons, including mortars and RPG’s, 
attacked the Kyaiktyo Phaya Hill, Kyigan Pazak Hill, 
Moksodaung Phaya Hill, and Aungtheikdi Phaya Hill at 
0415 yesterday. 


While protecting the pilgrims, Army personnel in charge 
of security in the Kyaiktyo Pagoda area courageously 
fought the KNU insurgents. After taking control of the 
Moksodaung Phaya Hill, the KNU insurgents attempted 
to capture the Kyaiktyo Pagoda itself several times. 
Failing that, the insurgents stole valuables from stall- 
keepers and pilgrims, cash from donation boxes, and 
clothes and goods from stalls. 


After setting fire to 13 shops and a fire station, the 
insurgents retreated in separate groups at about 0815. 


The insurgent attack killed 5 pilgrims and wounded 16 
othersw. One of our soldiers gave his life, and eight 
others were wounded. 


Army columns are pursuing the KNU insurgents. 
Regional party organs, people’s councils, and the people 
are denouncing the insurgents’ evil, subversive act. 


Karen Leader Notes Targets for Sabotage 
BK230856 Hong Kong AFP in English 0836 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Karen leader Bo Mya told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE last week at his jungle 
headquarters along the border with Thailand that his 
army was mounting a campaign of sabotage against 
“economic targets” such as railroad stations and bridges. 


He said the Karens do not attack civilian targets. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


250 ‘Boat People’ Land on Tioman Island 
BK220324 Hong Kong AFP in English 0306 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 22 (AFP)}—A boat load of 
250 Vietnamese refugees has landed at Tioman Island, 
off peninsular Malaysia’s east coast, police said Tuesday. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 24 


“The group included 80 women and 45 children, "Mohd 
Som Sulaiman, chief police officer for eastern Pahang 
State, said. 


The group, one of the largest to land in Malaysia this 
year, beached their 20-metre vessel on the island last 
Wednesday after it ran out of fuel. 


The Vietnamese will be housed on Bidong Island, a refugee 
camp, until resettled in a third country, police said. 


Defense Ministry on Joint Ventures With France 
BK211227 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1025 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 21 (OQANA-BERNAMA)— 
The French are keen to take part in the proposed 
privatization of a naval base in Malaysia, an official of 
French Defence Ministry said Monday. 


Daniel Berthault, overseas director for international 
relations of the French Defence Ministry told reporters if 
Malaysia decides to go ahead with the privatization of 
the naval base at Lumut, about 270 kilometers northwest 
from here, the French will come in to provide assistance. 


A feasibility study currently being undertaken is 
expected to be completed by April or May this year. 


The French had already indicated interest in the project 
to the Malaysian Government, he added. 


Berthault said tiie French partners will be able to provide 
assistance in the methods of running the shipyard which 
will be new to the private operator as it has been the 
government’s responsibility in the past. 


A French company, Creusto-Loire Industrie, has 
recently proposed to the Malaysian Government to 
provide maintenance facility to the 100-mm combat 
guns currently being used by the Navy in the Lumut 
Naval Base. 


He said Aerospatial, said to be the largest company in 
Europe for aeronautics and defense, has also proposed to 
the government to maintain, assemble, or manufacture 
its range of helicopters in Malaysia. 


However, the proposal has made no progress as these 
helicopters are not a priority for the Malaysian forces at 
the moment, he added. 


On the Malaysian market, Berthault said for the coming 
5 years, it could be in the range of 2 to 10 billion Francs 
(U.S $369 million to U.S. $1.84 billion). 


There is need for Malaysia to upgrade its naval fleet with 
the possibility of using submarines as well as more 
advanced range of aircraft. 
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Malaysia’s past purchases of military equipment from France 
included four fast naval craft equipped with Exocet missiles as 
well as helicopters and armored vehicles. 


Earlier, General Philippe Morillon, deputy head for 
international relations of the French Ministry of Defence 
said France is keen to become a major partner in helping 
Malaysia to become self reliant in the production of 
defense equipment. 


He was referring to a statement by Defense Minister 
Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen recently that Malaysia is 
considering producing its own defense equipment to 
attain a certain level of self-reliance. 


He told a press conference held on the participation of 
France in the Defence Services Asia [DSA] 88 Exhibi- 
tion, that France, the second largest exhibitor at DSA 88, 
is actively seeking to set up joint ventures and offer 
technical advice and assistance to Malaysia’s defense 
industry. 


About 80 delegates from 25 companies are taking part in 
the exhibition. 


The French industry understands the necessity of part- 
nership with the Malaysian defense industry and realizes 
the mutual benefit which can be gained from it, both for 
the Malaysian and the regional markets, Morillon added. 


Berthault said among the equipment which can be man- 
ufactured under license or through joint-ventures in 
Malaysia are aircraft components and parts, electronics 
communication equipment and rubber-based products. 


The defense industry represents about six percent of the 
totai industrial activities in France and contributes | 1 
percent of total exports of the country. 


France devotes about U.S. $4.8 billion a year for 
research and development in defense, jointly contrib- 
uted by the government and the private defense indus- 
trialists. 


Security White Paper Presented to Parliament 
BK230936 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0652 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, 23 Mar (OANA-BERNAMA)— 
The government will continue to act firmly and without 
hesitation to maintain peace and national security, espe- 
cially to avoid a repeat of the May 13, 1969, racial 
clashes in Kuala Lumpur in which 248 people were 
killed, it says in a white paper released Wednesday. 


The white paper, which traces events leading to the tense 
situation in the country in October last year, says the 
government acted swiftly and firmly in arresting 106 
people under the Internal Security Act [ISA] as the 
situation at that time had reached a critical stage and was 
likely to lead to widespread rioting. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The white paper, presented to Parliament, says that 
Malaysia, as a multi-racial, multi-religious and multi- 
cultural country, has been exposed to various types of 
security threats even before independence. 


The main threat was posed by the Communists, it says, 
and added to this were threats particularly from racial 
and religious conflicts. 


The communist threat gradually declined and is under 
control but communal issues and problems continued 
and led to the outbreak of the May 13 clashes, the most 
serious among 22 racial disturbances which occurred in 
the country from 1945 to 1969. 


The white paper says that following that, the government 
intensified efforts to reduce communal conflicts and 
foster national unity to prevent a recurrence of the May 
13 incident. However, certain quarters were reluctant to 
accept the fact that in order to redress the imbalance 
among the races, opportunities for advancement would 
have to be shared by all communities. 


Various groups were dissatisfied with their position 
despite the fact that they had been provided with sub- 
stantial assistance and facilities and had achieved 
progress, it adds. 


There exist, too, various groups which are apprehensive of 
losing their identity and cultural heritage although these 
matters are guaranteed and protected by the Constituticn 
and are respected and given due consideration in the 
formulation of government policies, the paper says. 


It attributes the tense situation last October mainly to 
the exploitation of various sensitive issues and commu- 
nal sentiments by various groups, including political 
parties, pressure groups, the Communist Party of Malaya 
(CPM) and the press. 


The paper says Malaysia is also exposed to threats of a 
religious nature by Muslim groups seeking to establish a 
so-called Islamic state through violent and unconstitu- 
tional means. 


It says although Christian churches in the country in 
general respect the tradition and laws prohibiting the 
propagation of other religions among Muslims, there 
existed a small group based in a church in Petaling Jaya 
that ignored the country’s Constitution and attempted to 
spread Christianity among Muslims. 


This activity and the unfounded allegations by leaders of 
PAS (Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party) regarding the efforts to 
Christianise the Malays further aggravated the situation. 


A total of 115 unlawful assemblies were organised by 
political parties over 1986-1987 to exploit issues which 
inflamed racial sentiments and where wild criticisms and 
allegations of a racial nature were hurled at the government. 
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All these were carried by the newspapers, some of which 
gave coverages which deliberately exaggerated issues and 
pitted various parties against each other, it adds. 


These developments led to a highly tense situation last 
October, when a shooting incident involving military 
personnel in the city on the night of Oct 18 led to 
concern and anxiety among the people following 
rumours of racial disturbances breaking out in Kuala 
Lumpur, although the incident was not related to the 
communal problem. 


Rumours were also circulated that a rally planned by 
UMNO (the United Malays National Organisation), last 
Nov | was aimed at precipitating another May 13 
incident, causing many people to stock supplies and 
foodstuffs while traders planned to close their shops and 
markets that day. Tension was clearly high in Kuala 
Lumpur following the shooting incident, the paper adds. 


The paper says when the present Icadership assumed 
office in 1981, it practised a liberal policy, as reflected by 
the release of most of the people detained under the ISA 
at the time. 


Control over publications was relaxed with more pub- 
lishing permits issued. Also relaxed were restrictions on 
assemblies and meetings in public places. 


But it says this liberal and tolerant attitude was exploited 
in an irresponsible manner by various political parties 
and pressure groups for their own selfish interests. 


The ISA in particular enables the authorities to prevent 
any person from acting in a manner prejudicial to the 
security, the maintenance of essential services or the 
economic life of Malaysia. The enforcement of this law is 
therefore not restricted to the communist threat alone, it 
stresses. 


The primary responsibility of the government is to 
ensure peace and security. The government will continue 
to act firmly and will not hesitate to take whatever steps 
necessary within the law to maintain peace and national 
security, the white paper says. 


Mahathir on Need for Ethnic Unity, Tolerance 
BK200851 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0623 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 20 (OANA-BERNAMA)— 
The prime minister has again stressed the need for unity 
in multi-racial Malaysia in attaining national objectives. 


“Without this unity, the nation cannot be stable, devel- 
opment projects cannot proceed, foreigners will be afraid 
to invest here, and the country will regress while the 
ranks of the unemployed will swell,” he said before 
flagging off some 7,000 participants in a “Unity Big 
Walk” here Sunday. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Dr Mahathir urged Malaysians to understand the cul- 
tures of one another to further enhance racial tolerance, 
and enable them to live in peace as well as work together 
to put Malaysia in the ranks of the newly industrialised 
countries (NIC). 


He expressed confidence Malaysia would be able to 
follow in the footsteps of such NICs as South Korea, 
Taiwan and Singapore if the people understood, and 
were willing to implement, government policies relating 
to this matter. 


The prime minister also spoke of the need for the various 
communities to refrain from adopting a “holier than 
thou” attitude towards others. 


He said problems and differences existed even in a 
monoethnic society, and in some cases had led to riots 
and civil war. 


The Malaysian population is made up of about half 
ethnic Malays, one third Chinese, 10 percent Indians 
and other ethnic groups like the Dayaks of Sarawak and 
the Kadazans of Sabah. 


Briefs 


ICFTU President Reelected 


The president of the Malaysian Trade Union Congress, 
Dr P.P. Narayanan, has been reelected president of the 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
{ICFTU]. He was reelected during the 14th ICFTU 
session in Melbourne from 14-16 March. [Excerpt] 
[BK191504 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in Malay 
1430 GMT 19 Mar 88] 


Party Official Resigns 


The secretary general of the Sepakat Democratic Party 
[SDP], Fang Yu Teng, has resigned but will remain an 
ordinary member of the party. His resignation was in 
line with Section 9a (1b) of the Societies Act as his appeal 
to the High Court for his sentence under the Internal 
Security Act was dismissed and nullified. [Text] 
[BK191316 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television Network 1 in 
Malay 1200 GMT 19 Mar 88] 


Prime Minister Returns From India, Pakistan 


Visits Pakistan 


For Islamabad media coverage of Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew’s visit to Pakistan, including his talks with 
Pakistani President Ziaul Haq and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Khan Junejo, see the Pakistan seationof the 
South Asia division of the 22 March DAILY REPORT. 


FBIS-EAS-88-056 
23 March 1988 


Returns Home 22 March 
BK220320 Hong Kong AFP in English 0258 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Singapore, March 22 (AFP)—Singapore Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew returned here Tuesday after 
Official visits to India and Pakistan. 


Mr Lee, who met leaders of both countries and toured 
the Khyber Pass and an Afghan refugee camp in Paki- 
stan, made no immediate statement on his return. 


The trip was essentially aimed at boosting bilateral trade 
and economic ties. 


Cambodia 


Meeting With Lao Council of Ministers Office 
BK221345 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] A delegation of the Cambodian Council of Min- 
isters cabinet led by Comrades Ung Phan and Masah 
Loah, minister and deputy minister respectively of the 
PRK Council of Ministers cabinet, held a meeting on 21 
March at the Council of Ministers guest house with its 
Lao counterpart headed by Comrade Somsavat Lengsa- 
vat, deputy minister of the LPRP Central Committee 
Office [title as heard] and of the LPDR Council of 
Ministers office. The purpose of the meeting was to 
exchange views and experiences. Comrade (Nilahat), 
third secretary of the Lao Embassy in Cambodia, also 
attended the meeting. 


Comrades Ung Phan and Masah Loah warmly welcomed 
the visit to Cambodia by the fraternal delegation from 
the Lao Council of Ministers office. The visit contrib- 
uted to further strengthening and expanding the fraternal 
relations between the parties, governments, and people 
of both countries, especially between the two state orga- 
nizations, for the benefit of peace and socialism. 


Both parties also expressed their pleasure [passage indis- 
tinct] experiences and the successive exchanges of vari- 
ous delegations in the past, brilliantly testifying to the 
development of the friendship and close cooperation 
between the two parties, governments, and people of 
Laos and Cambodia on the firm basis of proletarian 
internationalism. 


Kompong Cham Town Shelled on 13 March 

BK220402 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
1 Mar 88 


[From the feature: “Daily report from various battle- 
fields”’} 


[Excerpt] Kompong Cham battlefield: On 13 March our 
National Army attacked a Vietnamese platoon position 
at Kbal Thnal, north of the town of Kompong Cham, and 
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fired many artillery shells on the town of Kompong 
Cham. We killed 12 and wounded 8 Vietnamese enemy 
soldiers, and destroyed some war materiel. The Viet- 
namese in Kompong Cham panicked and fired indis- 
criminately. [passage omitted] 


More on Battambang Attack of 14 March 
BK230151 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[From the feature: “Daily Report From Various Battle- 
fields”’] 


[Excerpt] Battlefield east of Battambang Town: The follow- 
ing is an additional report on the 14 March attack on the 
Battambang airfield: We killed a Vietnamese licutenant and 
destroyed a Dakota plane. [passage omitted] 


SRV-USSR Strategy in Asia-Pacific Viewed 
BK230400 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 2i Mar 88 


{Station editorial: “Vietnam and the Soviet Union Per- 
sistently Adhere to Their Strategies of Aggression and 
Expansion in Southeast Asia and the Pacific’’] 


[Text] The Vietnamese-Soviet war of aggression in Cam- 
bodia has gone on for nearly a decade now and has 
inflicted immense losses on both Hanoi and Moscow. 


In the case of Vietnam, its economy has collapsed, 
seriously affecting the well-being of all Vietnamese peo- 
ple and giving rise to many grave crises in the country. 


On the Cambodian battiefield, the Vietnamese have 
experienced greater crises every year due to the fact that 
the Cambodian nation and people throughout the coun- 
try, including the fraternal Cambodian soldiers, militia- 
men, and administrators who have been forced to serve 
the Vietnamese, have jointly attacked them even more 
vigorously and enthusiastically. 


In the international arena, the world community has 
firmly opposed Vietnam’s aggression and occupation in 
Cambodia and demanded by an increasing number of 
votes each year—from 91 to 117—that Vietnam with- 
draw all its aggressor troops from Cambodia to allow the 
Cambodian people to decide their own destiny without 
any outside interference. 


However, despite increasingly serious difficulties in all 
fields, Vietnam has not abandoned its strategy of aggres- 
sion and expansion in this region nor has it shown any 
readiness to withdraw its aggressor troops from Cambo- 
dia. On the contrary, Vietnam has resorted to all kinds of 
maneuvers, military and diplomatic, in an attempt to 
achieve the objectives of its aggression in Cambodia. It 
has continued to send fresh troops to Cambodia and has 
launched a large-scale recruitment campaign to get more 
troops for its war of aggression against Cambodia. At the 
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same time, Vietnam has intensified acts of massacre to 
exterminate the Cambodian race in a more heinous and 
barbarous manner and has vigorously stepped up the 
implementation of its Vietnamization policy in an 
attempt to speedily Vietnamize Cambodia both geo- 
graphically and racially in accordance with its Indochi- 
nese federation strategy. 


As for the Soviet Union, Vietnam’s boss, it has neither 
stopped aiding Hanoi nor pressuring it to withdraw Viet- 
namese forces from Cambodia in accordance with the 
demand regularly voiced by countries in this region and by 
the international community. On the contrary, the Soviet 
Union has continued to increase its aid to Vietnam. Recent- 
ly, it announced that between 1986 and 1990 it would give 
more than $12 billion to Vietnam. It is remarkable that the 
amount earmarked for this 5-year period is equal to all the 
aid provided to Vietnam by the Soviet Union over the past 
30 years. Meanwhile, the Soviet Union has become more 
deeply involved militarily and diplomatically in the Viet- 
namese war of aggression against Cambodia. 


In the military field, the Soviet Union has sent more 
advisers to Cambodia to manage and supervise the war in 
Cambodia. In the diplomatic field, the Soviet Union is 
joining with Vietnam in carrying out maneuvers to under- 
mine the international forces supporting the just struggle 
carried out by the Cambodian people and the CGDK and to 
legitimize the Vietnamese aggression in Cambodia. 


Recently the Soviet Union sent Rogachev, its deputy foreign 
minister, to Phnom Penh where he called a meeting of the 
three puppets—the Vietnamese, the Lao, and the Vietnam- 
ese valets in Phnom Penh. Following the meeting in Phnom 
Penh, Rogachev made an inspection trip in Vietnam and 
Laos. Rogachev’s trip was meant, on the one hand, to 
strengthen and boost the morale of Vietnam which is 
suffering seriously both at home and on the Cambodian 
battlefield. On the other hand, the Rogachev’s visit was also 
intended to devise jointly diplomatic maneuvers to further 
undermine the CGDK and the international forces support- 
ing the Cambodian people’s just struggle. This would enable 
Vietnam to successfully realize its aggression in Cambodia 
and establish the Indochinese Federation for use by the 
Soviet Union as a springboard in carrying on its global 
aggression and expansion strategy in Southeast Asia, Asia, 
and the Pacific. 


Therefore, neither Vietnam nor the Soviet Union have 
abandoned their strategies of aggression and expansion in 
this region, but have continued with them in pursuit of their 
goals. This is a very serious threat to the survival of our 
Cambodian nation and people as well as to the survival, 
security, peace, and stability of all countries and peoples in 
this region. 


In such a situation, our Cambodian people have no other 
choice but to jointly carry on our armed struggle and 
continue our activities in the international arena to mobilize 
more forces to support our struggle more vigorously and to 
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further pressure Vietnam until it agrees to solve the Cam- 
bodian problem politically. This means Vietnam’s with- 
drawing its aggressor troops totally and unconditionally 
from Cambodia, thus allowing the Cambodian people to 
decide their own destiny in accordance with the UN reso- 
lutions. 


Only in this way will we be able to liberate our beloved 
motherland, and will long-iasting peace and stability be 
restored in Southeast Asia, Asia, and the Pacific. 


Indonesia 


Suharto Announces New Cabinet Members 
BK220450 Jakarta TVRI Television Network 
in Indonesian 1229 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Announcement by President Suharto of the fifth devel- 
opment cabinet at the Merdeka Palace—live] 


[Text] Peace be upon you! Honorable countrymen, 
beloved brothers, sisters and newsmen: With the deepest 
feelings of gratitude to Almighty God, my first duty 
tonight as president of the Republic of Indonesia is to 
announce the new cabinet to all Indonesians nationwide. 


Before making the final decision on this new cabinet, | 
consulted with the vice president. In drawing up the list, I 
took into consideration the political and national adminis- 
trative system as laid down in the national basic laws. Those 
laws also empower the president to consider the termination 
of the duties of cabinet ministers. Such a decision rests with 
the president alone and not with the cabinet. The basic 
national laws also decree that in the political administration 
and in the coordination of national administration, it is 
mandatory for ministers to cooperate with one another 
under the president’s leadership. Because of this, the prin- 
ciple of cooperation and coordination has been an impor- 
tant consideration for me in drawing up the new cabinet. 


As I said in my | 1 March speech as president-elect of the 
Republic of Indonesia to the People’s Consultative 
Assembly [MPR], during the next 5 years our develop- 
ment will be specifically centered in the economic field 
and will face stronger challenges. We will have heavier 
responsibilities over the next 5 years for we must ensure 
that we stabilize the groundwork for national develop- 
ment which we have laid down in the present 4th 
Repelita [National Development Program], so that dur- 
ing the 5th Repelita still stronger foundations will have 
been laid for moving into the 6th Repelita. 


In guaranteeing the continuity of development in the Sth 
Repelita, which will be marked by stronger challenges and 
greater aspirations, the new cabinet will further emphasize 
the importance of continuing programs that we have already 
begun and which have brought success to our country. At 
the same time, we must strive to make preparations for the 
completion of the 5th Repelita in an effort to achieve our 
second long-term, final 25-year development goals through 
the laying of stronger and better foundations. 
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Because of this, if we are to guarantee that continuity that | 
mentioned earlier, this new cabinet must reflect a more 
effective stewardship within our national leadership. In 
general, the structure and choice of cabinet members must 
reflect those responsibilities entrusted by the MPR to the 
president during the recent general assembly and guarrantee 
a continuity of development and leadership. 


After carefully considering the decisions of the recent MPR 
session, there are four decisions taken by that body which 
will become the groundwork responsibilities for the presi- 
dent-elect. They are, firstly, Decision No 2 made by the 
1988 MPR session concerning the broad national guidelines 
[GBHN]; secondly, Decision No 3 by the MPR on general 
elections; thirdly, the 1988 MPR’s Decision No 5 on the 
appointment of the president of the Republic of Indonesia; 
and finally, the 1988 MPR’s Decision No 6 on the execution 
of responsibilities and the mandatory powers of the presi- 
dent elect in ensuring the successful implementation of 
national development. In addition to these, decision No 2 of 
the 1987 MPR on the guidance and implementation of 
Pancasila must also be carried out continuously. 


In understanding the various tasks which have been 
given to the president and which must be carried out 
during his next 5-year term of office, and in trying to 
satisfy the wishes of all citizens, I consider the basic 
responsibilities and goals to be achieved by the cabinet 
within the next 5 years as follows: 


1. To continue, upgrade, deepen and widen national 
development through Pancasila which is centered on the 
trilogy of development and national perseverance. 


2. To strengthen national discipline as called for by the 
national apparatus which is aimed at establishing a clean 
and responsible administration. 


3. To develop the Pancasila ideology, its democracy and 
ethics among the nation’s multiracial society. 


4. To practice an active and free foreign policy for the 
status of the nation. 


5. To hold a direct and secret general election in 1992. 


These duties have been embraced in the development 
cabinet machinery and the cabinet named by me as the 
fifth development cabinet. 


As I said earlier, according to the national basic laws, the 
president is assisted by his state ministers. In the present 
cabinet line-up, there are state ministers with depart- 
mental responsibilities, state ministers with responsibil- 
ities as coordinating ministers, state ministers who are 
tasked with specific duties, and ministers who are called 
junior ministers and have the responsibilities of deputy 
ministers in relevant sectors. 
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The complete list of the fifth development cabinet is as 


follows: 


Minister of: 

Home Affairs 

Foreign Affairs 

Defense and Security 

Justice 

Infoimation 

Finance 

Trade 

Industries 

Agriculture 

Forestry 

Mining and Energy 

Public Works 

Communications 

Cooperative Affairs 

Manpower 

Transmigration 

Tourism, Posts, and 
Telecommunications 

Education and Culture 

Health 

Religious Affairs 

Social Affairs 


Coordinating Minister for: 
Politics and Security 


Economics, Finance, Industry, 


and Development 
Supervision 
Public Welfare 


Ministers of State for: 

Secretary 

National Planning and 
Development (concurrently 
chairman of the National 
Development Planning 
Board—Bappenas) 

Research and Technology 
(concurrently chairman of 
the Board for Research and 
Application of Technology) 

Population and Environment 

Public Housing 

Youth and Sports 

Reform of State Apparatus 

Women’s Affairs 


Junior Minister in Charge of: 

Cabinet Secretary 

Finance 

Trade 

Industries 

Agriculture 

National Planning and 
Development (concurrently 
Bappenas vice chairman) 


Rudini 

Ali Alatas 

Benni Murdani 
Ismail Saleh 
Harmoko 

J.B. Sumarlin 
Arifin Siregar 
Hartarto 
Wardoyo 

Hasrul Harahap 
Ginanjar Kartasasmita 
Radinal Mokhtar 
Azwar Anas 
Bustanil Arifin 
Kosmas Batubara 
Sugiharto 


Susilo Sudarman 
Fuad Hassan 
Adhyatma 
Munawir Syadzali 
Haryati Subadio 


Sudomo 


Radius Prawiro 
Suparjo Rustam 


Murdiono 


Saleh Afiff 


B.J. Habibie 

Emil Salim 

Siswono Yudohusodo 
Akbar Tanjung 

Sarwono Kusumaatmaja 
Sulasikin Murpratomo, Mrs 


Sayadilah Mursid 
Nasrudin Sumintapura 
J. Sudrajat Jiwandono 
T. Aribowo 
Syarifudin Baharsyah 


B.S. Mulyono 
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In addition to these ministers, there are high-ranking 
state officials who are accorded state ministerial ranks. 
They are: 


Commander of the Armed Forces 
of the Republic of Indonesia 
Attorney General 

Governor of the Central Bank 


Tri Sutrisno, General 
Sukaton Marmosudiono 
Adrianus Mooy 


In accordance with the provisions of the 1945 Constitu- 
tion, the vice president has the duty to assist the presi- 
dent. In this respect, I have assigned the vice president to 
coordinate the duties of supervision planning and imple- 
mentation. The supervision duties, either internally or 
externally, must be turther enhanced in the Fifth 5-Year 
Development Plan. 


The internal supervision is to be conducted by the 
coordinating minister for economics, finance, industries, 
and development supervision; the Board for Finance and 
Development Supervision; inspectors for development, 
inspectors general, and inspectors at the departments; 
and officials in charge of supervision in the offices of the 
coordinating ministers, state ministers, and other non- 
departmental government agencies. In addition, as an 
indispensable part of the administration in general, 
every superior is responsible for supervising his subor- 
dinates. Thus, he has an inherent supervisory function. 
Training courses On supervision are to be held to instill 
the consciousness of the inherent supervision; develop a 
supervision culture and function; and achieve a smooth, 
effective, and efficient supervision. Participants in these 
training courses will be officials of the first, second, and 
third echelons of the departments; offices of the coordi- 
nating ministers, nondepartmental government agen- 
cies; and officials of development projects, state enter- 
prises, and other relevant agencies. 


In addition to the internal supervision, it is also necessary to 
take external supervision seriously. For this purpose, the 
Office of the Vice President will gather allinformation from 
the public to be subsequently processed and used as refer- 
ences for necessary action. All supervision activities and 
steps are exclusively designed to prevent and deal with the 
abuse of power, waste, and leakage. 


Finally, | deem it necessary to add that from the list of 
personnel in the cabinet, 10 ministers of the fourth devel- 
opment cabinet continue to hold their posts in the fifth 
development cabinet, 9 ministers continue to be in the 
cabinet but are transferred to different posts, and 19 new 
ministers are appointed. This reflects continuity, refresh- 
ment, and grooming of cadres as I have mentioned earlier. 
This is my announcement and explanation of the list of 
personnel of the fifth development cabinet. I would like to 
thank all of you for your attention. 
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May Almighty God bless all of us. Thank you, and peace 
be upon you. [applause] 


Dailies Express Confidence in Cabinet Lineup 
BK 220933 Jakarta Domestic Service 
in Indonesian 0600 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] MERDEKA sees President Suharto’s announcement 
last night of the fifth development cabinet ministers as 
simultaneously indicating that ongoing development pro- 
grams need continuity and stronger efforts to ensure greater 
success in the strategic development framework. It is hoped 
that there will be realism in fulfilling people’s hopes and 
desires or, in other words, this daily hopes that the new 
cabinet ministers will be able to give better performances in 
carrying Out their duties. 


SUARA KARYA is of the opinion that the fifth devel- 
opment cabinet, with the Sth Repelita [Fifth Develop- 
ment Program] as its major objective, has members with 
multifaceted abilities for further stabilizing and strength- 
ening the development foundations of the 6th Repelita, 
which will pave the way toward a more successful second 
phase of the 25-year, long-term development program. 


Stressing the speech by the head of state when he 
announced the new Fifth Development Cabinet, 
BERITA BUANA believes that the desired cabinet 
should be not only a competent cabinet made up of 
suitable leaders but also a cabinet with ministers who can 
guarantee more unified cooperation. This reminds us 
that we will be entering the second phase of a 25-year 
development program. 


POS KOTA, in its editorial today, sees President 
Suharto’s speech last night as a signal that the develop- 
ment programs to be executed within the next 5 years 
will be facing greater challenges. But, according to POS 
KOTA, these challenges can be overcome if the newly 
appointed ministers cooperate. It is hoped that these new 
ministers will upgrade their participation and, together 
with the people, will make the development programs a 
success while maintaining an attitude of openness. With- 
out openness, people will find it difficult to understand 
the difficulties faced by the government. 


BERITA YUDHA sees last night’s announcement of the 
new cabinet by President Suharto as an example of the 
stability and wisdom of Suharto’s statesmanship in 
choosing his assistants. According to BERITA YUDHA, 
economic development is still a part of national devel- 
opment that receives special attention. It can be claimed 
that the government has been successful and has not 
been affected in its economic development endeavors 
during the previous years despite shaky global economic 
influence. In this respect, this daily still considers the 
nation’s economic development to be capable of with- 
standing unstable global economic development for the 
next 5 years. 
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FIKIRAN RAKYAT says it is the duty of every Indone- 
sian to give his full support to the new fifth development 
cabinet to enable the newly appointed ministers to 
execute their duties to the optimum level. On the other 
hand, a minister must exhibit his expertise to the fullest 
during the performance of his operational duties as 
emphasized by the president. 


No Immediate Change in Oil Policy Expected 
BK220434 Hong Kong AFP in English 0422 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Jakarta, March 23 (AFP)}—Indonesia’s new oil 
minister has said there will be no change in Jakarta’s 
relationship with OPEC, but the country’s long-term 
stance will depend on future developments, the local 
press reported Wednesday. 


IT will continue the government’s policy which has been 
carried out by (former oil minister) Subroto, particularly 
that on OPEC,” the JAKARTA POST quoted Ginanjar 
Kartasasmita as saying Tuesday. 


Mr Ginajar, 46, former head of the country’s investment 
board, was named new mines and energy minister Mon- 
day and was to be sworn in Wednesday to replace Mr 
Subroto, who had held the post for 10 years. 


Mr Subroto, a former chairman of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, was a staunch supporter 
of OPEC's current drive to stabilize crude prices at 
around the 18-dollar mark, and last week protested 
against fellow OPEC members allegedly discounting on 
the Japanese market. 


In brief comments to journalists after a meeting with his 
predecessor, Mr Ginajar added however that “for the 
future, we will monitor upcoming developments.” 


Indonesia, an OPEC stalwart, currently produces around 
1.3 million barrels a day of crude oil and condensate and 
is the world’s largest exporter of liquefied natural gas. 


Briefs 


1987 Oil Production Figures 


Jakarta, March 21 (OANA-ANTARA)—The value of 
Indonesia’s crude oil exports rose by 18.3 percent in 
1987 compared with 1986, provisional figures available 
at Bank Indonesia showed Monday. The crude expori 
rose to U.S.$6,144 million in 1987 from U.S.$5,167 
million in 1986, or up by U.S.$947 million (18.3 per- 
cent). Of the total 1987 export earning, U.S.$3,310 
million came from export made by the state oil company 
Pertamina, U.S.$2,633 million from export made by 
Pertamina’s production-sharing contractors and 
U.S.$171 million from export made by the state oil 
company’s working-contract partners. The Bank Indone- 
Sia Statistics noted that the rise in the oil export value 
was attributable to higher oil price obtained in 1987 
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compared with 1986. Indonesia exported crude oil 
mainly to Japan, the United States, South Korea, and a 
number of European Community countries. [Excerpt] 
[BK210710 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0507 GMT 21 
Mar 88] 


Laos 


Foreign Ministry Replies to Thai Ambassador 
BK231414 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] At 1700 today, Sombat Chounlamani, head of the 
Third Department of the LPDR Foreign Ministry, 
handed official letter No 90, dated 23 March 1988, to 
His Excellency Niran Phanuphong, ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Thailand to the LPDR. The letter reads: 


The LPDR Foreign Ministry would i.ke to express its 
best regards to the Embassy of the Kingdom of Thailand 
and has the honor of informing it that the Foreign 
Ministry has already received letters No 259/2531 and 
No 260/2531, dated 18 March 1988 and 21 March 1988, 
of the ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand to Laos 
to the LPDR foreign minister. The Lao Foreign Ministry 
has the following opinions: 


1. The LPDR admires the Thai Government’s desire to 
revive and improve the border liaison committee 
between the two countries that was established under the 
two Lao-Thai joint communiques of 1979. The LPDR 
always strictly respects and complies with the two joint 
communiques and has been trying to improve the work 
of the said committee. The reason the said committee is 
unable to take any action is that it did not have the 
chance to fully perform its duty. The LPDR believes that 
the organs under and the tasks and duty of the border 
liaison committee must be revived and strengthened in 
accordance with the content of the two Lao-Thai joint 
communiques, particularly the joint communique dated 
4 April 1979 in which the heads of the governments of 
both countries agreed to turn the entire Lao-Thai bor- 
derline into a borderline of peace and friendship on the 
basis of respect for each other’s independence, sover- 
eignty, territorial integrity, legitimate rights and inter- 
ests, and settling all conflicts through peaceful means. 


However, the Lao side believes that the urgent problem 
at present is that the government delegations of the two 
countries must quickly settle the border dispute in the 
area between Boten District of Laos’ Sayaboury Prov- 
ince and Chat Trakan District of Thailand’s Phitsanulok 
Province. The settlement of the conflict will create 
favorable conditions for the border liaison committee of 
the two countries to do its duty effectively. 


2. Regarding appointment of the Lao-Thai joint techni- 
cal committee to settle the border dispute in the area 
between Sayaboury and Phitsanulok Provinces, the Lao 
government delegation has already clarified its attitude 
to the Thai counterpart in the two rounds of talks in 
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Bangkok on 3 and 4 March 1988 and in Vientiane on 17 
and 18 March 1988 and stressed on several occasions 
that the Lao side has no objection to the appointment of 
the joint technical committee. The government delega- 
tions of the two countries are now holding consultations 
to delineate the borderline in the area between Boten and 
Chat Trakan Districts based on the treaty dated 23 
March 1907 and relevant maps. Whenever the two sides 
come to an agreement on delineation of the borderline in 
the area, the Lao-Thai joint technical committee should 
then be appointed to inspect the actual borderline in the 
area. This committee will be an organization to carry out 
the assignment from the government delegations of the 
two countries but not to replace them. 


During the two rounds of negotiations, the Thai Gov- 
ernment delegation has not only rejected the Lao side’s 
proposal, which is in line with the content of the France- 
Siam Treaty dated 23 March 1907 and the attached 
protocol on the delineation of the border, but also kept to 
its old stand regarding the map that was proven by the 
Lao side to have no legal support. Moreover, the Thai 
side does not recognize the Heuang River as the border- 
line as clearly stipulated by the treaty of 23 March 1907 
and attached protocol. The above-mentioned attitude of 
the Thai side indicates its intention to delay the negoti- 
ations and settlement of the border dispute so as to 
continue occupying part of the Lao territory in the area. 
For this reason, the talks failed to achieve the expected 
result and correspond to the aspiration of the peoples of 
the two countries and the public opinion in the region 
and the world. 


3. The LPDR once again reaffirms its unswerving atti- 
tude permeated with the desire to settle the border 
dispute in the area through peaceful negotiations. The 
LPDR Government delegation is prepared to go to 
Bangkok at any time to resume the negotiations aimed at 
seeking a fair and correct settlement of the border 
dispute for the benefit of the long-standing and perma- 
nent friendship between the fraternal Lao and Thai 
peoples and for peace and security in Southeast Asia and 
in the world. 


Thai Spokesman Said ‘Distorting’ Facts 
BK230631 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Unattributed article: “Facts Must Be Recognized so as 
To Proceed To Correctly and Justly Settle the Lao-Thai 
Problem”’] 


[Text] The Thai daily MATICHON on 14 March carried 
an interview with Sarot Chawanawirat, director general of 
the Information Department of the Foreign Ministry of 
the Kingdom of Thailand. In his interview, Sarot said: I 
have informed the public on several occasions about the 
second clause in the protocol appended to the 1907 
[Franco-Siamese] Treaty. This clause states that the bor- 
derline in this area [between Laos’ Boten District and 
Thailand’s Chat Trakan District] starts from the mouth of 
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the Nam Heuang River from the Mekong River until it 
reaches the watershed in the Phou Khao Miang Mountain. 
The Lao side simply deietes the phrase “until it reaches 
the Phou Khao Miang Mountain” from this clause. 


Again, when he was a member of the Thai Government 
delegation in Vientiane to hold talks with the Lao side on 
17 and 18 March, he stated at the Lan Xang Hotel that 
the Lao side knew how to draw and manipulate maps for 
its own benefits. 


The above-mentioned statements made by Mr Sarot 
Chawanawirat are aimed at nothing but slandering the 
Lao side with a view to distorting the facts and avoiding 
settlement of the border problem in the area between 
Boten District of Laos’ Sayaboury Province and Chat 
Trakan District of Thailand’s Phitsanulok Province. In 
fact, the second clause of the protocol appended to the 23 
March 1907 French-Siamese Treaty clearly stipulated 
that the southern border of [the Kingdom of] Luang 
Prabang begins from the mouth of the Nam Heuang 
River branching off from the Mekong River and runs 
along the thalweg of this river until it reaches its upper- 
most source in the Phou Khao Miang Mountain. 


The Lao side has ever since adhered to this clause and 
will never allow anyone to add the phrase “Nam Heuang 
Nga River” to it. If the Thai side adds this phrase to the 
clause, it means that it has unilaterally tampered with 
and modified the treaty and protocol. The Lao side has 
never contemplated doing such a thing because it fully 
understands the scope and validity of international laws, 
particularly those directly related to Laos. As for the 
drawing of the maps, it should be understood that the 
maps were drawn after the implementation of the treaty 
Any maps that correspond with the contents of the 
Franco-Siamese Treaty and Protocol dated 23 March 
1907 are regarded as correct and legitimate documents. 
For example, the map on Paklai District is correct 
because it meets these criteria and was acknowledged 
and signed by all the parties concerned. Therefore, it is a 
correct map. There is no such a map on the border area 
between Boten District of Laos’ Sayaboury Province and 
Chat Trakan District of Thailand’s Phitsanulok Prov- 
ince because it has yet to be drawn. As for evidence 
about this area, it is in the 1907 treaty and protocol. 


Thus, the unreasonable and slanderous charges against 
Laos by Mr Sarot Chawanawirat are aimed, on the one 
hand, at covering up the misdeeds of certain Thai 
officials and, on the other, at creating a pretext for them 
to avoid facing the truth so as to prolong the settlement 
of the Lao-Thai border problem in the area between 
Laos’ Boten District and Thaiiand’s Chat Trakan Dis- 
trict. The distortion of facts to divert world attention 
from the border problem between Boten District and 
Chat Trakan District, which needs to be settled urgently 
before we can proceed to resolve other problems, is a 
trick of a handful of bad elements in Thailand who are 
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bent on obstructing and prolonging the peaceful settle- 
ment of the problem in Lao-Thai relations. This maneu- 
ver runs counter to the agreement reached by the Lao 
and Thai military delegations on 17 February 1988 and 
the aspirations of the Lao and Thai peoples who want the 
problem in relations between the two countries be settled 
on the basis of correctness and legitimacy so as to further 
strengthen the brotherly relations between the Lao and 
Thai peoples. 


Sisavat Keobounphan Meets Thai Businessmen 
BK211110 Vientiane KPL in English 
0916 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 21 (KPL)—Sisavat Keoboun- 
phan, mayor of Vientiane, met here on March 18 a 
delegation of Thai businessmen headed by Dr. At Chin- 
nasulanon, head of Industry, Agriculture and Trade 
Friendship Company. 


The delegation is here to discuss the implementation of 
an accord on economic and trade cooperation between 
Vientiane capital and the company which was signed in 
Bangkok last year. Sisavat Keobounphan and Dr. At 
Chinnasulanon talked about the perspective of Lao-Thai 
economic and trade relations. 


Dr. At Chinnasulanon informed Sisavat Keobounphan 
about cooperation in surveying agricultural land and 
restoring factories as well as the question of widening 
tourism in Vientiane capital. 


Sisavat Keobounphan thanked the Thai delegation for 
its effective cooperation, describing it as a contribution 
to further strengthening the long-standing relations of 
neighbourliness between peoples of the two countries, 
thus aiming at turning the region into a zone of peace, 
stability and peaceful coexistence. 


Sisavat Keobounphan Leaves for Bangkok 
BK231053 Vientiane KPL in English 0922 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


{Text} Vientiane, March 25 (OQANA-KPL)—Gen. Sisa- 
vat Keobounphan, chief of the General Staff of the Lao 
People’s Army, acting on behalf of his own family and 
the family of President Souphanouvong today left here 
for Thailand on a special plane. 


He will attend the funeral for Princess Aphinphon Phet- 
salat Rattanawong (Chua Yongchaiyut) to be held in 
Bangkok on March 24, 1988. The visit is made at the 
personal invitation of Gen. Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
Army commander-in-chief and acting supreme com- 
mander of the Thai Armed Forces. 


Bidding farewell to Gen. Sisavat at the airport were 
Major General Thonglai Kommasit, deputy head of the 
General Political Department of the Lao People’s Army 
and other Lao officials. 
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Niran Phanuphong .Thai ambassador to Laos was also 
on hand. 


Thai Army Housewives Delegation Ends Visit 
BK231145 Vientiane KPL in English 
0904 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 23 (OANA-KPL)}—A delega- 
tion of the Housewives’ Association of the Thai Army 
led by Mrs. Phankhrua Yongchaiyut, wife of General 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut, Army commandc.-in-chief and 
acting supreme commander of Thai Armed Forces, left 
here yesterday, ending its 4-day visit to Vientiane. 


During its stay here, the Thai women delegation called 
on General Sisavat Keobounphan, head of the General 
Staff of the Lao People’s Army, mayor of Vientiane, and 
the Lao Women’s Union Central Committee. Mrs 
Phankhrua Yongchaiyut also paid a family visit to 
President Souphanouvong. 


The delegation visited in addition economic and cultural 
sites in Vientiane. 


Everywhere they went, they were warmly welcomed by 
the Lao hosts and general public. 


The delegation was bidden farewell at the airport by Mrs 
Khamla Keobounphan, Sisavat Keobounphan’s wife, 
and women of the General Staff of the Lao Army. 


PASASON Cited on Thai Border Talks 
BK231125 Vientiane KPL in English 
0914 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 23 (QANA-KPL)}—Comment- 
ing on the on-going efforts to peacefully solve the Lao- 
Thai border dispute, the leading newspaper “PASA- 
SON” comments that the last talks held in Ventiane were 
good in so far that the sides worked in good atmosphere 
of frankness and based themselves on legal and judicial 
points in accordance with the 1907 France-Siamese 
Treaty and relevant maps. 


Touching on the question of the Thai proposal to establish 
a committee in charge of special task to review and demar- 
cate the border line, the paper says, the Lao side had no 
objection. The Lao delegation reaffirmed, however, its 
stance that first of all there ought to be agreement on the 
principles and basic issues concerning the functioning of 
this committee which cannot replace the role of the govern- 
mental delegations of the two countries. 


On the question of the reassumption of the work of the 
border coordination committee as agreed in the 1979 
Lao-Thai joint communiques, the Lao side’s opinion was 
that the committee can effectively carry out its function 
only when the dispute between the two countries is 
permanently and definitely settled on the basis of respect 
for each other’s independence, sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity in accordance with the international laws 
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and United Nations’ Charter. Such was the spirit mani- 
fested by the Lao side at the talks because it was Laos’ 
aspiration to maintain and enhance the long standing 
tradition of brothers between the Lao and Thai peoples. 


But it was a pity, points out the paper, that the good will 
of the Lao side was not accordingly met with positive 
response. This can be seen by some statements made by 
certain Thai officials. They have wrongly accused the 
Lao side that some parts of the 1907 France-Siamese 
Treaty and section in connection with the map were 
purposely deleted by the Lao side. 


Due to such accusation and attempts to steer away from 
the truth by the Thai delegation, the tasks and obliga- 
tions assigned to both delegations as spelled out in the 
previous joint press statements of the military delega- 
tions, were not fulfilled. 


Nevertheless, the paper concludes, for the sake of the just 
interests of both Lao and Thai peoples, and for the long 
tradition of friendship and brotherhood, the Lao govern- 
mental delegation shall adhere to its good will and 
judicious measures to settle the conflict. It hopes there- 
fore that the next round of talks shall be more fruitful. 


Soviet Foreign Ministry Delegation Visit 


Rogachev Meets Phoun Sipaseut 
BK221101 Vientiane KPL in English 
0905 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 22 (KPL)}—“The Lao PDR 
totally supports the Soviet Union's efforts in disarma- 
ment, in order to strengthen peace and international 
security. 


In this connection, it highly valued the results of the 
Soviet-American summit meeting and the treaty on the 
elimination of medium and shorter range missiles.“ 


This was stated by Phoun Sipaseut, Politburo member of the 
LPRP CC, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
minister for foreign affairs while receiving Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev here on March 21. 


Touching on the forthcoming Soviet-American summit 
in Moscow, the Lao vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers hoped that it will be crowned with success, 
thus making a new step in the realization of peace by 
signing a treaty to reduce 50 per cent of strategic weap- 
ons by each side. 


Igor Rogachev, in return voiced Soviet support for Lao 
and the three Indochinese countries’ initiatives aimed at 
turning the region into a zone of peace, stability, coop- 
eration and peaceful coexistence. He also supported the 
efforts to peacefully settle the Lao-Thai problem describ- 
ing them as judicious measures in line with the prevail- 
ing international trend. 
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The two sides, on the same occasion, expressed their 
appreciation Over positive results in their coordination 
between the two sides, particularly in foreign affairs. 


A programme for 1988-89 cooperation between the 
foreign ministries of the two countries was reached here 
on the same day. 


The programme spells out that the two sides among 
others, will exchange information on economic cooper- 
ation, consult one another on problems relating to effec- 
tive implementation of either side’s initiatives concern- 
ing Asia-Pacific. They will reciprocate visits in order to 
exchange views on international problems and the deep- 
ening of relations between the two sides. 


According to the signed programme, the Soviet Union 
will also help Laos train cadres in short and long term. 


Delegation Ends Visit 
BK230142 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The delegation of the Soviet Foreign Afiairs 
Ministry led by Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
left Vientiane today after a 3-day visit to Laos. 


During the visit, the delegation paid a courtesy call on 
Phoun Sipaseut, member of the LPRP Central Commit- 
tee Political Bureau, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and minister of foreign affairs. It also held a 
meeting with a delegation of our Foreign Affairs Minis- 
try during which the two sides exchanged views on major 
international issues and the regional situation. Following 
the meeting, an agreement on a program of cooperation 
for 1988-89 between the Foreign Ministries of Laos and 
the Soviet Union was signed. 


Peace Committee Supports Vietnam on Spratlys 
BK221151 Vientiane KPL in English 
0921 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[18 March “Statement” by Lao Committee for Peace, 
Solidarity, and Friendship With Other Nations support- 
ing Vietnam’s position on Truong Sa Archipelago dis- 
pute with PRC] 


[Text] Vientiane, March 22 (KPL)}—The Lao Committee 
for Peace Solidarity and Friendship with Other Nations, 
on March 18 issued a statement in support of Vietnam to 
settle the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago issue. 


The statement noted that since January this year, the 
Chinese ruling circle has stepped up conflict by sending 
warships to territorial waters of Vietnam in the Truong 
Sa Archipelago, thus threatening and provocating [as 
received] Vietnam. And on 14 March Chinese warships 
overtly opened fire at two Vietnamese freighters which 
were then on routine activity to Sinh Ton Island area. 
The Vietnamese freighters were forced to fire back in 
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self-defence. China, on the other hand, commitied the 
facts [as received] by alleging that Vietnamese ships had 
committed armed provocations against Chinese ships. 


The statement described such acts of Chinese ruling 
circle as a manifestation aggravating tension between the 
two countries. The situation has caused concern among 
countries in Southeast Asia and jeopardised stability in 
this part of the world. 


Such action by Chinese ruling circle runs counter to the 
prevailing trend, and contrary to the five principles of 
peaceful coexistence as well as to the 10-point Bandung 
Conference Resolution. 


The Chinese armed provocation in the Truong Sa Archi- 
pelago, the statement described, was a flagrant violation 
to sovereignty and territorial integrity of Vietnam. It was 
a serious great threat to Vietnamese security as well as to 
peace, stability and cooperation among countries in the 
Eastern Sea. 


“The Lao Committee for Peace, Solidarity and Friend- 
ship With Other Nations voiced strong support to the 
Statements of February 20, of March 14 and the letter of 
March 17 of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry in con- 
nection with the settlement of the problem in Truong Sa 
Archipelago. [quotation marks as received] 


The Lao Peace Committee urged Chinese ruling circle to 
put an immediate end to provocations in the Truong Sa 
and Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelagoes, to withdraw its 
troops out of the territorial waters of Vietnam, to settle 
the problem by peaceful means for the interests of the 
peoples of China and Vietnam, for peace, stability and 
cooperation in Southeast Asia and in the world. 


Proposal on Talks Supported 
BK220931 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[PASASON 21 March Commentary: “The Dispute 
Should Be Settled Through Negotiations for the Interests 
of the Two Countries”] 


[Text] A violent incident was started by the Chinese 
warships illegally operating in the waters of the Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago when they opened fire on two Viet- 
namese freighters which were on routine activity in the 
area of Gac Ma coral reefs of Vietnam’s Sinh Ton (Sin- 
cowe) Island. The Vietnamese side dispatched a rescue 
vessel to help crewmen of the freighters but the Chinese 
side opened fire on it. Consequently, the three Vietnamese 
ships were badly burned. Such an act by the Chinese side 
has not only opposed the effort to settle the conflict 
between the two countries but also increased tension in 
relations between the two countries causing great concern 
among countries in Southeast Asia and running counter to 
the prevailing regional trend of dialogue. 
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Adhering to the principle of resorting to nonviolent 
means to settle international disputes, Vietnam always 
wants to hold talks to settle conflicts occurring at the 
territorial waters around the Truong Sa [Spratly] and 
Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelagoes and other problems 
relating to the border disputes between the two coun- 
tries. Therefore, the Vietnamese Government has pro- 
posed that the Governments of Vietnam and China 
appoint representatives to hold talks with the level, 
place, and date to be agreed upon by both sides later. 
While the negotiations are pending, the Vietnamese side 
proposed that, in the interests of the peoples of the two 
countries, both sides refrain from using violence to settle 
the dispute. 


The LPDR fully supports the Vietnamese Foreign Mini- 
stry’s 14 March statement and its letter dated 17 March 
to the Chinese Foreign Ministry and the Vietnamese 
measures aimed at safeguarding its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. The LPDR Foreign Ministry state- 
ment of 18 March stressed that the LPDR demands 
China to put an end to all acts of armed provocations, to 
immediately withdraw its warships from the Truong Sa 
Archipelago and urgently hold talks with Vietnam to 
settle the dispute over the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa 
Archipelagoes and the territorial waters in these areas 
through neaceful means so as to safeguard the tradition 
of friendship between the Vietnamese and Chinese peo- 
ples and to be in accord with the general trend in favor of 
peace for countries in Southeast Asia. 


Phoun Sipaseut To Visit Japan ‘Soon’ 
BK231117 Vientiane KPL in English 
0902 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 23 (OANA-KPL)—The Foreign 
Ministry today issues a press release concerning the Lao 
foreign minister’s visit to Japan. 


The press release says: 


“In response to the invitation of the Japanese Govern- 
ment, a delegation of the Lao Government led by Phoun 
Sipaseut, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers and 
minister for foreign affairs, will soon pay an official visit 
to Japan”. 


Peace Delegation Leaves for WPC Prague Meet 
BK191038 Vientiane KPL in English 
0902 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 19 (KPL)}—A delegation of the 
Lao Committee for Peace and Solidarity With Other 
Nations led by its deputy-chairman, Hiam Phomma- 
chan, left here on March 16 to attend a session of the 
World Peace Council scheduled to be held on March 
19-22 in Prague, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. 
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This annual session draws delegations of peace move- 
ment throughout the world to discuss questions related 
to the struggle against war and arms race, particularly 
nuclear weapons. It will advocate peace and the settle- 
ment of conflicts by means of peaci.. 


The Lao delegation will then leave for Kabul, Afghanistan, 
where it will take part in a conference of the associations for 
solidarity with Afro-Asian people. This international forum 
will be held from March 29 to April 1. 


The conference’s participants are expected to exchange 
views with regard to the mass contribution to the settle- 
ment of regional problems. 


The delegation was seen off at the airport by Chairman 
of the Lao Peace Committe Singapo Sikhotchounnamali, 
Czechoslovak Ambassador to Laos Jiri Myslivecek. 


Red Cross Delegation Returns From Hanoi 
BK191046 Vientiane KPL in English 
0906 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Vientiane, March 19 (KPL)}—A delegation of the 
Lao Red Cross led by Dr. Khamliang Phonsena, acting 
minister of public health, president of the Lao Red 
Cross, on March 15, 1988 arrived home after attending 
the Sth General Conference of the Vietnamese Red 
Cross in Hanoi on March 11-12, 1988. 


At the conference held on March 11-12, Dr. Khamliang 
Phonsena wholeheartedly congratulated the Vie namese 
Red Cross for their all-round achievements in the past 
years. On the other hand, he informed the participants of 
the activities of ihe Lao Red Cross, such as Red Cross 
services at various production bases, the provision of 
first aid to people in remote areas, a blood donation 


compaign. 


Party Instruction Issued on 33d Anniversary 
BK211419 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[“Instruction” issued by the Secretariat of the LPRP 
Central Committee and signed by Khamtai Siphandon, 
Political Bureau member and secretary of the LPRP 
Central Committee, on organizing for the celebration of 
the 33d anniversary of the LPRP—dated 18 March] 


[Text] To the party committees of all provinces and 
municipalities, party committees of various central 
branches, and party committees attached to the National 
Defense and Public Security Forces: 


The Secretariat of the LPRP Central Committee hereby 
informs the party committees at all levels throughout the 
country that 22 March 1988 marks the 33d founding 
anniversary of the noble and glorious LPRP. The anni- 
versary of the LPRP this year comes at a time when our 
entire Lao party, Army, and multiethnic people through- 
out the country have been striving to carry out emulation 
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campaigns in implementing the resolutions of the fourth 
party congress and are studying to profoundly under- 
stand the fifth resciution of the party Fourth Central 
Committee. These are aimed at achieving profound 
changes in the true nature, views, and attitudes of the 
party and accepting new viewpoints and applying them 
to the concrete implementation of tasks, creating a new 
atmosphere and new work style in our entire party with 
the result that it will become ever stronger in the politi- 
cal, ideological, and organizational fields to consolidate 
and enhance the unique unity in the entire party and 
among the multiethnic people, increase the party’s lead- 
ership efficiency and combat strength, and create favor- 
able conditions for the successful fulfillment of the 
resolutions of the fourth party congress and the plans for 
1988—the third year of the implementation of the 
Secor’ ;ive-Year State Plan. 


To organize the celebration of the party’s 33d anniver- 
sary in a politically significant manner and with the 
contents suitably serving localities, branches, and units 
in the grass roots, the LPRP Central Committee Secre- 
tariat issues the following instruction for party commit- 
tees throughout the country to implement: 


Objectives and Expectations: [subhead] 


1. The entire party, Army, and multiethnic people must 
be helped to understand the great significance of the 
achievements scored in !987 by our people under the 
party’s leadership. They must be helped to come to 
clearly and correctly understand the value of the creative 
line, plans, and policies of the party, in particular the 
correct and creative application of various basic princi- 
ples of Marxism-Leninism on the building of socialism 
to the practical conditions in our country in the struggle 
against enemies in accordance with the new trend of the 
world situation. 


2. Point to the growth and development of our party in 
the cause of building socialism in our country; the great 
influences of the party among the people and the abso- 
lute confidence of the masses in the party’s line, policies, 
and leadership must be vitally shown. 


3. The party committees at all levels and all party 
meribers must be enabled to clearly understand our 
party's heavy historic tasks in the new stage with a view 
to raising their spirit of responsibility and loyalty to the 
party. This can begin from the raising of the level of 
socialist awareness and the leading and model character- 
istics of each party member to be used as the basis for the 
masses to carry out the revolutionary movemeiits. 


4. Create enthusiastic emulation campaigns in translating 
into re.iity the party’s line, plans, apd policies in the 
socioeconomic field with a view to effecting a change in the 
fields of ideology and action in accordance with the new 
viewpoints to effectively implement the two strategic tasks 
of defending the country and building socialism. 
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Basic Contents That Must Be Given Attention: [subhead] 


1. The party committees at various levels must compre- 
hensively review the implementation of the two strategic 
tasks in accordance with their respective political tasks 
and responsibilities. This must begin with a review of the 
practical situation in the political, economic, and social 
fields of their branches, localities, and grass roots [pas- 
Sage indistinct] such as the guidance in the training and 
siudying campaigns to profoundly understand the fifth 
resolution of the party Fourth Central Commitiee in 
accordance with the instruction of the Secretariat of the 
party Central Committee. Plans to appropriately imple- 
ment the resolution in accordance with the practical 
conditions must also be discussed. First and foremost, 
everyone must be enabled to clearly understand that we 
are now establishing and implementing the economic 
structure in which the agriculture-forestry is combined 
with the industry and service work, the structure of 
mu'ti-economic sectors, and the socialist business 
accounting management mechanism which conform to 
the practical socioeconomic conditions of our country 
and the trend of the era. To fulfill the aforesaid tasks, we 
must strive to do away with the old, bureaucratic work- 
ing procedures based on the state-financing system, the 
procedures of which are lacking in responsibility. 


3. [number as heard] It is necessary to guide the imple- 
mentation of the direction on the consolidation and 
perfection of party organizations at various levels. In this 
regard, importance must be attached to the consolida- 
tion of the party organizations at the grass-roots level. 
The purposes are to raise the quatifications of party 
members, combine the activities of party members and 
party organizations at the grass-roots level with the 
concrete movements of the masses in the grass roots. 


4. Concentrate on guiding and stepping up switching to the 
business accounting system, vigorously implement the 
socialist economic management and accountability mecha- 
nisms in accordance with the new viewpoints, organize and 
encourage farmers to take care of dry-season rice plants and 
to produce consumer goods to serve their daily life require- 
ments and for export, expeditiously make preparations for 
planting the main rice crop, step up circulation and distri- 
bution of goods, promote and expand the building of family 
economy in accordance with the overall plan and policy of 
the party and state, organize the purchase and collection of 
goods and the export and import activities, and organize the 
signing of contracts with families of farmers, and so forth. 


5. Heighten vigilance against all sabotage schemes and 
tricks of the enemies, in particular against their psycho- 
logical warfare schemes which purport to effect a change 
peacefully, consolidate and build National Defense and 
Public Security Forces to effectively guarantee the main- 
tenance of tranquillity and social order in the country. 


6. The celebration of the 22 March anniversary this year 
is of special significance, because our party and state are 
concentrating on vigorously bringing into full play the 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


policy on the new economic structure and the new 
economic management mechanism while working out 
plans to thoroughly expand the circulation of goods 
throughout the country, encouraging all economic sec- 
tors to develop production and switch to the business 
accounting system, and broadening economic relations 
with foreign countries. All these are aimed at promoting 
and expanding all potentialities in the country and at 
gaining favorable international conditions for the firm 
and vigorous strengthening of the socioeconomic and the 
national defense and public security potentialities to 
march forward to take an initiative to defend the new 
regime on the path of the socialism of our country. 


Therefore, the founding anniversary of the party this 
year must be celebrated with appropriate content and 
form to encourage revolutionary movements, create new 
changes, make new decisions, and enthusiastically, 
repeatedly, and effectively launch socialist emulation 
movements throughout the country. 


Methods of Implemeniation: [subhead] 


1. Upon receiving this instruction, party committees at 
all levels are required to organize to study to profoundly 
understand it arid then publicize it to all party units and 
party members. Along with this, arrangements must be 
made to review the concr2te achievements and assess the 
party’s leadership in each area so as to achieve another 
step of changes within the party and to encourage the 
spirit of enthusiasm and activeness to step up working 
movements. 


2. The Secretariat of the party Central Committee 
assigns this important responsibility to the Propaganda 
and Training Board of the party Central Committee to 
prepare the contents and all means of propaganda as 
available, such as radio, television, newspaper, journal, 
and other mass media tools, to serve the propaganda and 
lectures to be organized on the celebration of the occa- 
sion. This must be immediately done from now on until 
the end of March 1988. As for the training on the 
contents of the fifth resolution of the party Fourth 
Central Committee, it is suggested that it be organized in 
accordance with the instruction of the party Central 
Committee Secretariat. 


3. The party committees at various levels are authorized 
to effectively organize the celebration of the said occa- 
sion within their respective responsible areas. The cele- 
bration must be organized in a simple way, but with 
profound contents. 


4. After completing the celebration of the occasion at 
each level, arrangements must be made to comrrshen- 
sively review concrete achievements and then report 
them to the party Central Committee Secretariat in late 
March 1988 for acknowledgement. 
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Upon receiving this instruction, all party committees at 
all levels of various local branches and grass-roots units 
are requested to urgently study it so as to profoundly 
understand its contents and then organize to strictly put 
them into actual practice. 


[Dated] Vientiane, 18 March 1988. 


[Signed] Khamtai Siphandon, on behalf of the Secretar- 
iat of the LPRP Central Committee. 


Grass-Roots Party Traditions Discussed 
BK220525 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Feature: “Promote and Expand Party Traditions and 
Turn to the Grass Roots To Firmly Build and Strengthen 
Them” ] 


[Text] Respected listeners: On 22 March this year, the 
LPRP—organizer and leader of all victories of the Lao 
revolution—will be 33 years old. Recalling the history of 
the past more than 3 decades, one can see the glorious. 
majestic, and, indeed, marvelous heroic deeds of the 
party. The party led the entire people in riding out the 
storm and carrying out the struggle, thereby winning an 
ever greater victory after the smaller one leading to the 
complete liberation of the country. The party then led 
the nation in advancing toward socialism, bypassing 
capitalist development. 


During the past more than a decade of the guidance in 
defending and building the socialist country, though 
there were many serious obstacles, our party successfully 
led the people in making great and solid achievements in 
many fields. It believes that one of the reasons why it was 
able to successfully organize and lead in all victories is 
that it knows how to associate itself closely with, trust in, 
and rely on the masses, as well as wholeheartedly serve 
them. It considers the masses as the sources of strength 
in determining all victories. From this point, the party 
considers the firm building, consolidation, and strength- 
ening of the grass roots as its main policy and strategic 
plan. This is due to the fact that the grass roots determine 
the effective implementation of the party's line and 
policy in each period. 


To promote and expand party traditions, we must strive 
to translate into reality the aforesaid main policy and 
Strategic plan, positively turn to the grass roots, firmly 
and vigorously build and strengthen the grass roots to 
enable them to adequately fulfill the party's political 
tasks. To firmly and vigorously build the grass roots, the 
following actions must be taken: 


1. All plans, policies, and measures adopted by the party 
on the grass roots must be closely put together in the four 
fields, namely the political, economic, sociocultural, and 
national defense and public security maintenance fields. 
What is considered as the decisive factor, however, is the 
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promotion and expansion of the masses’ rights to self- 
mastery, the establishment of a truly firm and vigorous 
people’s democratic administration system at the grass 
roots with party units as the center of leadership. 


2. The masses must be educated and trained to pro- 
foundly understand the line, plans, and policies of the 
party and state. The masses must be organized to freely 
exchange views on all tasks of the grass roots in a 
democratic manner. For example, the masses must be 
allowed to hold democratic group consultations on their 
Own grass-roots’ concrete objectives, duties, and mea- 


‘sures for implementation. They must be helped to under- 


stand that ali of these tasks are really for their good. 
Upon realizing this, they will consciously put all those 
tasks into actual practice. The urgent task in the imme- 
diate future is that the grass roots must understand the 
economic policy of the party and state, develop produc- 
tion, broaden the circulation of goods, and utilize, pro- 
mote, and expand various economic sectors, such as 
joint and private ventures. They must also implement 
the new economic management mechanism while pro- 
moting and expanding the potentialities of all economic 
sectors. 


3. Various state-owned economic organizations at all 
levels and of all branches must consider the grass roots as 
the point from where to carry out activities to serve their 
prime objectives of broadening the exchanges of goods, 
credits, and service work. They must also serve the 
requirements of the grass roots and encourage them to 
produce goods so that they can expand the labor division 
and do away with the subsistent production method. To 
achieve this, buying and selling must be carried out on 
the basis of equality. Along with this, new culture, 
advanced education, public health service, and sports 
and acrobatic activities must be brought to the country- 
side and remote areas in order to together build those 
areas into advanced economic and cultural centers. 


4. Another important issue is that the situation at the 
grass roots must be made stable. In this regard, economic 
and cultural work must be closely combined with 
national defense and public security maintenance work. 
All people must be helped to maintain 4 sense of cher- 
ishing, nourishing, and defending their native land and 
grass roots. They must be taught how to check all 
sabotage and subversive schemes of the enemies and of 
ill-intentioned elements. 


5. The administrative committees, as well as the front, the 
youth, the women, and the trade union committees, with the 
party units serving as the center, must get closely involved 
in the movements in the grass roots to help consolidate the 
people’s democratic system at this level. These organiza- 
tions must be helped to promote and expand their useful 
roles based on the specific social characteristics of our 
country. The promotion and expansion of the roles of the 
Lao Front for National Construction will be beneficial to 
the revolution in this stage. 
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6. Strive to build and consolidate the party organizations 
at the grass-roots level. This must be done in accordance 
with the objectives in building and developing socioeco- 
nomic work of localities at the grass-roots level. First and 
foremost, party members must be educated and trained 
to profoundly understand the various policies so as to 
improve their leadership efficiency. In developing the 
party, it is necessary to examine the progressive masses 
in the concrete movements of the grass roots. To suc- 
cessfully do so, in performing each task in each move- 
ment, it is necessary to simultaneously carry out the 
propaganda plan on party development. The building of 
strong all-round party units must be related to the 
political tasks of the grass roots. The party units must 
assign the political tasks of the grass roots in detail to 
each of the party members in accordance with their 
respective capabilities in order to enable them to pro- 
mote and expand their leading and model roles. 


Each party unit must have clear substance to its own work 
style and leading pattern. The work style must reflect the 
situation in all fields of the grass roots. Each party unit must 
assess its past achievements and discuss immediate tasks of 
the grass roots and responsibilities of party members. It 
must also sincerely criticize itself and other units, according 
to the rules and with concrete facts. 


For this reason, to build strong all-round party units, 
capable, active, and positive party unit committees are 
needed. Encouragement of the masses to take part in party 
building is considered a very significant factor. In this 
regard, those masses that volunteer to join the party must be 
considered first on the list. Criticism of party members and 
party unit committees must be systematized. 


7. The last issue is to increase the number of technical 
and managerial cadres to the grass roots. If any branch 
runs short of cadres, cadres must be organized to take 
turns going to the grass roots on a long-term basis. The 
purpose of cadres turning to the grass roots is to guide 
those in the grass roots to fruitfully carry out activities, 
not only to publicize resolutions and instructions or just 
to take a field trip. 


The system and policy of sending cadres to the grass 
roots should also be improved. Another important issue 
regarding the consolidation and building of the grass 
roots is that attention must be given to consolidating and 
improving the cadres at the district, canton, and village 
levels, because the cadres at these levels are considered 
leading cadres who closely associate with the grass roots. 


All these are the spirit and contents of the fifth session of 
the fourth party Central Committee on the task of 
building the grass roots. If together we fulfill this spirit 
and these contents, the grass roots will become firm and 
strong and will maintain sufficient capabilities to trans- 
late into reality the party’s political tasks. 
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Briefs 


Delegation Returns From GDR 


Vientiane, March 22 (KPL)}—A delegation of the Foreign 
Relations Board of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee led by Inpong Khai-gnavong, member 
of the LPRP CC, deputy head of the board, ended its 
one-week official visit to the German Democratic Republic 
and arrived here late last week. During its stay there, the 
delegation called on Werner Felfe, member of the Politburo 
of the SED [Socialist Unity Party of Germany], secretary of 
the SED Central Committee. A consultation was held 
between the Foreign Relations Boards of the LPRP CC and 
of the SED. Besides, the Lao delegation toured to Schwerin, 
educational establishments and production bases. [Text] 
[BK221133 Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 22 Mar 88} 


Trade Union Delegation Departs 


Vientiane, March 23 (KPL)}—A delegation of the Lao 
Federation of Trade Unions led by its president Soi 
Sombatdouang, who is also member of the LPRP CC, 
left here on March 19 for Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to 
attend the 38th session of the World Federation of Trade 
Union. The delegation was seen off at the airport by 
Somboun Vongnobountham. vice-president of the 
LFTU. [Text] [BK231150 Vientiane KPL in English 0913 
GMT 23 Mar 88] 


PRK Art Troupe Visits 


Phnom Penh, 21 Mar (SPK)}—A 58-member art troupe 
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea headed by 
Chheng Phon, alternate member of the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party of Kampuchea Central Committee and 
minister of information and culture, paid a performance 
tour of the southern Lao Province of Champassak from 
March 10-15, reports KPL. This tour was made in the 
framework of an agreement on art and cultural cooper- 
ation between the two countries. [Text] [BK2//339 
Phnom Penh SPK in English 1109 GMT 21 Mar 88} 


Aid Received From Vatican 


Vientiane, March 21 (KPL}—Ted Randall, representative of 
the Vatican, on March 18 handed over here a consignment of 
aid to Ponmek Dalaloi, Lao deputy minister of public health. 
The aid, worth 120,000 marks (FRG currency), consisted of 
mosquito nets, sewing machines, insecticide and medicines 
for dengue fever. [Text] [BK2///39 Vientiane KPL in English 
0909 GMT 21 Mar 88} 
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Philippines 


Review of U.S. Bases Pact To Begin 5 April 
BK231140 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The Philippine-American bases agreement of 
1947 will be reviewed starting April Sth. This was 
announced today by the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and the U.S. Embassy. The delegations will be led by 
Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus for the Philippines 
and Ambassador Nicholas Platt for the U.S. 


Aquino Assurance Reported 
HK210908 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
21 Mar 88 p 8 


[Text] The Government will have the Filipino people’s 
interest first and foremost in the coming review of the 
RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. military bases 
agreement, President Corzzon Aquino said over the 
weekend. 


The President gave this assurance during her regular 
weekly radio program, ‘““Magtanong sa Pangulo” [*‘Ask 
the President”’}. 


That assurance was particularly made after a caller from 
Bulusan, Sorsogon, asked if it were possible for Govern- 
ment to negotiate a bargaining agreement with the 
United States where the latter would take care of the 
Philippine foreign debt, scrap the import liberalization 
imposed on Government by the International Monetary 
Fund World Bank and “tell the IMF/WB [World Bank] 
to take it or leave it.” 


The President told her caller she has full confidence that 
Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Mangalapus, who heads 
the Philippine panel, would not fall short of her expec- 
tations and ihe people’s when he meets with U.S. 
Ambassador Nicholas Platt, his counterpart in the U.S. 
panel, to negotiate the best possible terms that the 
country could get out of the U.S. military bases here. 


The President said the Philippine panel will have tech- 
nical support from the departments of national defense, 
justice, labor and employment and other agencies as well 
as from Congress. 


In her program, the President did not reveal any substantive 
details on the agenda to be presented by the Philippine 
panel when it meets with its U.S. counterpart to review the 
existing military bases agreemint on April 5. 


All she said was that “it will be a review of all the terms 
and conditions in the present agreement...kung ano ang 
magagawa natin ngayon para sa kapakanan ng sambaya- 
nang pilipino (to see what we can do for the welfare of 
the Filipino people).” 
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In an earlier talk with Malacanang newsmen, Mr Man- 
glapus defined the Philippine position regarding the U.S. 
bases here as “being in service more to America’s inter- 
ests rather than the Philippines” and that even the 
defense department views them as “really not physically 
and directly relevant to our internal defense.” 


Compensation from the U.S. for its use of their bases 
here this year amounts to $352 million. The amount is 
expected to be reduced to $264 million next year as a 
result of efforts by the U.S. government to cut public 
deficit spending which, in 1987, cost the American 
government $148 billion. 


Manglapus Urges Review 
HK230141 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said yesterday 
[22 March] the 1947 agreement that allows the United 
States the unhampered use of six military bases here 
must be reviewed because it is not in the best interests of 
the Philippines. Manglapus spoke to reporters following 
a meeting of the committee that is preparing for next 
month’s periodic review of the bases agreement. The 
present concept of unhampered use has to be reviewed, 
Manglapus said because the application of the terms is 
one-sided and does not measure up to our concept of 
national interest. 


House Enlarges Review Body 
HK231259 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] A joint house committee today agreed to increase 
the number of members in the executive-legislative body 
that will conduct the review of the Republic of the 
Philippines-U.S. bases agreement. The details from Erl 
Sapilino: 


[Begin recording] According to Representative Renato 
Uniko, vice chairman of the National Defense Commit- 
tee, the preparatory body will now include the Senate 
president pro tempore, the lower house speaker pro 
tempore, the lower and upper house minority floor 
leaders, and an additional three members from both 
houses. Also named to the committee were the head of 
the National Security Council, a presidential representa- 
tive, and the secretaries of national defense, finance, and 
labor and employment. 


The review body has been ordered to conduct thorough 
studies of the 1947 military bases agreement and other 
relevant Philippine-U.S. agreements. 


The bases review will start on 5 April. The present 
military bases agreement expires in 1991. 


Erl Sapilino, BBS [Bureau of Broadcast Services] News 
from Congress. [end recording] 
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Review of Provisions Sought 
HK230755 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
3 Mar 88 p 24 


[Text] The inter-agency committee preparing Manila’s 
agenda for the bases review yesterday, agreed that the 
“one-sided” provisions of the present Military Bases 
Agreement on criminal jurisdiction and unhampered use 
of the bases for military operations “need to be reviewed 
and improved.” 


Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus, chairman of the 
Philippine panel in this year’s bases review, did not 
identify the particular provisions that would have to be 
reviewed and improved, saying that to do [as published] 
“will be baring our entire negotiating posture.” 


“We feel that in practice, the application of the term has 
been one-sided and does not measure up to our concept 
of national interest,’’ Manglapus said. 


Under the Romulo-Murphy exchange of notes of Jan 7, 
1979, the U.S. was assured of unhampered military 
operations involving its forces in the Philippines. 


The United States was also assured the use of certain 
facilities and areas within the bases and effectwve com- 
mand and control over such facilities and over U.S. 
personnel employees, equipment and material. 


Developments of base lands for other than military 
purposes would also be accomplished in such a manner 
as to ensure that Philippine and U.S. military operations 
remain unhampered and effective security of the base 
will be maintained. The parties should also see to it that 
any such development will not limit the use of the 
facility or in any way obstruct military operations, the 
safety of flight, navigation or the efficiency of commu- 
nication or transportation. 


Critics have pointed out that the unhampered use of the 
bases infringes on national sovereignty and could be a 
dangerous arrangement which could plunge the country 
into a war with any third country adversely affected by 
military operations of U.S. forces. 


‘Graduated’ Pullout Favored 
HK220841 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 8 


[By reporter Ma. Cecile S. Bautista] 


[Text] Sen Leticia Ramos-Shahani, chairman of the 
committee on foreign relations, yesterday said she 
favored the “graduated pullout of the bases,” even as Sen 
Ernesto Maceda, Senate national defense committee 
chief, flatly ruled out negotiations for their possible 
retention unless the United States agrees to increase 
compensation for them. 
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Guests at the Kapihan sa Maynila [Manila Coffeeship] 
forum, the two senators, however, said they were speak- 
ing in their personal capacity and not as heads of their 
respective committees. 


“A graduated pullout is in our best interest. Sudden 
withdrawal would cause a trauma. The Philippines is still 
recuperating from a disease of 20 years. 


‘““How much shock can a patient stand? Pulling out the 
bases will result in an economic hemorrhage,” Sen 
Shahani said. 


She said Government should have “‘a 10-year plan of 
withdrawal” that would go hand in hand with other 
development plans such as establishment of small- and 
medium-scale industries for displaced base workers. 
Another suggestion was for a 10-year program “to make 
the Armed Forces more self-reliant.” 


Breathing Spell [subhead] 


The lady solon, who followed Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul Manglapus lead and also categorized economic 
compensation for the bases as “rent,” stressed that the 
country needs “‘a breathing spell’ from political and 
economic instability. 


“My position is a recongition that in certain periods of a 
country’s history, we are in no position to choose. Our 
options are very limited,” she said. 


Mayor Richard Gordon of Olongapo City and Mayor 
Antonio Abad Santos of Angeles City, on their part, said 
their constituents are very much against the removal of 
the bases. 


Mr Gordon said, “The 68,000 Filipinos working in the 
bases have their interests just as Sen (Wigberto) Tanada 
has his. We have not even been consulted. This exposes 
the weakness of our position.” 


He said Government should have made plans to wean 
the Filipinos away from the bases years ago. 


Simplistic [subhead] 


“To blame the Americans is rather simplistic. There is 
some inadequacy in our part. The Administration has 
not worked towards our economic independence. We do 
not have the money to cushion the sudden pullout,” he 
said. 


“It will be in our best interest at present to keep the bases 
and bargain for better concessions. We must take advan- 
tage of external defense savings and use them for long- 
term development,”’ he added. 


Ghost Town [subhead] 
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Mr Abad Santos warned that Angeles will be “a ghost 
town” just like Sangley (in Cavite) after the base was 
removed. “Not even in five years will the city be ready 
for Clark Air Base’s removal.” 


Sen Tanada, author of the bills banning nuclear weapons 
from the national territory and who is staunchly anti- 
bases, disagreed, “Three years is enough time to prepare. 
It is a matter of national survival. The bases serve as a 
continuing invitation for the Americans to interfere in 
internal political affairs and economic policy.” 


Government, he said, should not worry about not receiv- 
ing funds from the U:S., noting that “countries without 
bases get more economic assistance that [as published] 
the Philippines. Now is as good a time as any to break 
the relationship of dependence and reliance on the U.S.” 


Several times during the forum, both Sen Shahani and 
Mayor Gordon commented, “We are no less nationalis- 
tic than Sen Tanada in taking this position.” 


Exericised [subhead] 


Asked if the bases issue was a question of sovereignty or 
economics, Mr Gordon said, “Sovereignty is exercised, 
not stated nor preached. The Philippines does not lose its 
sovereignty just because of the bases. 


“Japan is no less sovereign because it has more bases. I 
don’t have any inferiority complex to the Americans. We 
can handle them.” 


Sen Shahani seconded, “! agree. Sovereignty is not either 
or. We should buy time. We must be sensitive to global 
developments and disarmament moves.” 


All five guests, however, said the bases will have to be 
removed some time. 


Sen Shahani said, “It’s just a question of when and how. 
Things will fall into place.” 


Mr Gordon echoed, “In the long haul, no Filipino would 
not want to have the bases removed.” 


Termination Notice Urged 
HK221145 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Senator Orlando Mercado today submitted a 
resolution urging President Aquino to issue a notice of 
termination on the RP [Republic of the Philippines]- 
U.S. Military Bases Agreement. According to Mercado 
the notice of termination should be issued a year before 
the experation of the bases agreement in 1991 so as to 
avoid automatic extension of the agreement. With more 
details, here is Jojo Ismael: 
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[Begin recording] In submitting the said resolution Mer- 
cado stated that the issuance of a notice of termination 
was Stipulated in the exchange of letters between Philip- 
pine Secretary of Foreign Affairs Narciso Ramos and 
former U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk in 1966. The 
military bases agreement is due to expire on 16 Septem- 
ber 1991. 


Mercado explained that the bases agreement will be 
automatically renewed if a notice of termination does 
not come from either the Philippines or the United 
States a year before the expiry date. Meanwhile, the 
Philippine Government has no definite position on the 
issue. 


Jojo Ismael, Bureau of Broadcast Services News, report- 
ing from the Senate. [end recording] 


Rogachev Lauches ‘Peace Offensive’ 
BK231211 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
today opened a 5-day peace offensive in Manila with 3 
hours of high-level talks with Deputy Foreign Minister 
Manuel Yan. Rogachev said his talks with Yan touched 
on bilateral issues, regional problems, and so-called big 
international problems. 


Tomorrow, Rogachev will sign a protocol calling for 
regular consultations and ensuring annual high-level 
exchanges between the two countries. 


Calls for Removal of Bases 
HK231145 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1132 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 22 (AFP)—Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Rogachev on Wednesday reiterated here 
Moscow’s call for the removal of U.S. military bases in 
the Philippines, saying his country would reciprocate 
such a move. 


He issued the statement as the United States and the 
Philippines announced the lineup of their respective 
panels for a review of the agreement governing Clark Air 
Base and Subic Naval Base. The review is due to begin 
April 5. 


“We stand for lowering the level of military confronta- 
tion, the lower (it is) the more secure the region will be. 
We shall welcome the withdrawal of all foreign troops 
from other countries and foreign bases from other coun- 
tries,” he said. 


Mr Rogachev told reporters that there should be a 
“reduction of all forces, Soviet and American forces, 
including conventional forces.” 
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“We do not agree with the assertion of Soviet expansion- 
ism, that we increased our military presence in the 
region,” he added after calling on his Philippine coun- 
terpart, Manuel Yan. 


Washington cites the presence of Soviet air and naval 
forces at Vietnam’s Cam Ranh Bay as one reason why 
Manila should allow Clark and Subic to stay. 


Moscow and Hanoi deny that Cam Ranh 1s a Soviet 
base, while the Philippines remains non-commital on the 
U.S. bases’ future after their lease ends in 1991. 


Asked if he would inform President Corazon Aquino of 
the Soviet stand on the U.S. bases when they meet 
Thursday, Mr Rogachev replied “perhaps.” 


U.S. officials dismiss the Soviet demand as propaganda 
and say Clark and Subic are necessary for Southeast 
Asian and global security. 


Mr Rogachev said he did not take up the bases issue in 
his talks with Mr Yan. 


The Philippines deputy foreign minister, asked by 
reporters if Manila was using the Rogachev visit to gain 
leverage ahead of talks with Washington, replied: “We 
are not using that as a leverage against them. There is no 
significance in his coming here.” 


He said he raised the question of the local communist 
insurgency with Mr Rogachev. 


Asked about U.S. accusations of Soviet backing for the 
insurgency, Mr Yan said Moscow had repeatedly denied 
this. 


Mr Rogachev later said after meeting with the arch- 
bishop of Manila, Jaime Cardinal Sin, that Moscow 
welcomed more exchanges between Roman Catholics 
and the Russian Orthodox cxhurch. 


“We hope many more Roman Catholics can visit...and 
vice versa.” 


He said they did not discuss the possibility of a papal 
visit to Moscow. 


Cardinal Sin, who visited the Soviet Union in July and 
praised what he called a “new openness” in religious 
worship there, declined to comment after their 45- 
minute meeting at the archibishop’s suburban villa. 


‘Protocol’ to be signed 
HK231059 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Mar 88 p 9 


[Text] A “protocol on consultations” providing for a 
yearly political dialogue between the Philippines and the 
Soviet Union will be signed tomorrow. 


so a 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The protocol will be signed by Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul Manglapus and Igor Rogachev, Soviet deputy for- 
eign minister for Asian-Pacific affairs, who arrived yes- 
terday for a five-day visit. 


The protocol is expected to strengthen diplomatic rela- 
tions set up by the two countries in JUne 1976, Foreign 
Undersecretary Manuel Yan said. 


Yan disclosed that the protocol was the result of an 
“initiative (taken by) both sides.” 


Rogachev said on arrival that he hoped “our relations 
will (get) better and better.” 


While here, Rogachev is expected to discuss with Presi- 
dent Aquino and other government officials regional 
security issues, including the presence of American mil- 
itary bases here. 


Asked if he would raise the bases question in his meet- 
ings with Mrs Aquino, Manglapus and Yan, Rogachev 
said: “I don’t exclude it.” 


Local analysts said Rogachev’s visit and dialogues with 
the country’s leaders could be part of a diplomatic 
offensive by Moscow in preparation for 1991, the expiry 
date of the military bases agreement between the Philip- 
pines and the United States. 


The Soviet Union has maintained that the bases serve to 
heighten tension in Southeast Asia. 


Yan said the idea of a protocol on consultations was 
broached during the visit to Moscow of Sen Leticia 
Ramos Shahani, chairman of the Senate committee on 
foreign relations, in October 1986. 


Jordan Foreign Minister Confirms ICO Decision 
HK231117 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] In an overseas call to Amman, Jordan, by Mr Bar 
Samson of the BBS [Bureau of Broadcast Services], 
Jordanian Foreign Minister Tahir al-Masri confirmed 
the Islamic Conference Organization’s [ICO] rejection of 
the MNLF’s application for membership in the world 
Muslim body. Al-Masri is the presiding chairman of the 
ICO summit currently being held in Amman. 


[Begin recording in English] [Al-Masri] The press reports 
are correct, but when you want me to make a statement 
to the Philippine public opinion, I have in my hand the 
decision of the conference itself. 


[Bar Samson] Yes, I understand, Your Honor, | under- 
stand, Sir, and this is your personal opinion and not the 
opinion of the 48 member-nations, Sir? 
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[Al-Masri] Though this is not so, I said that these 
members who ask to join the OIC should be states, and 
the Moro is not a state, so they will not be admitted. 


[Samson] I see. Mr Minister, with your kind indulgence, 
Sir, another point, in other words, there is no possibility 
that they will become a member since they are not a 
sovereign state. 


{Al-Masri] That’s what the charter says. [end recording] 


That was Jordanian Foreign Minister Tahir al-Masri. 


Ramos, Others Praise Action 
HK230917 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has stated that 
economic development, rather than the MNLF issue, 
should be the focus of attention in Mindanao. This was 
his reaction upon learning that the ICO has rejected the 
MNLF’s bid to become a full member. According to 
Secretary Ramos, the government should attempt to 
realize the economic development of Mindanao, not 
only for the Muslims there but also for the Christians of 
the region. 


Here is Secretary Ramos in an interview with Malaca- 
nang newsmen. 


[Begin recording] [Reporter] Given the fact that ICO 
membership was Nur Misuari’s last card, do you now 
anticipate violence in Mindanao? 


{Ramos in English] The local MNLF commanders them- 
selves have indicated that they prefer peaceful develop- 
ment than again reinforcing violence and terrorism on 
brothers and relatives and neighbors in Mindanao. This 
was stated on many occasions, t« '*st one being by the 
local MNLF committee in Sou! . Cot~* ato, if you may 
recall. And so I am of the opinion t4 e should look at 
the brighter side of this, and stay aw... from speculation 
that would further create misapprehensions in the minds 
of the people of Mindanao, not just the Muslims but also 
the Christians. After all, what is important is to get on 
with the livelihood and attract investments to Minda- 
nao, and allow those who are involved in such activities 
as contracting and constructing to go on and finish their 
projects. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Elnorita Tugung, regional executive council 
chairman of Zamboanga, has asserted that there is no 
reason for the MNLF to launch an Islamic Jihad, or Holy 
War, because the Muslims in Mindanao are not being 
oppressed. Here is a report by Jerry Ponverada. 


[Begin recording in English] Regional Executive Council 
Chairman Elnorita Tugung said yesterday that the Moro 
National Liberation Front has no cause to call for a Jihad 
or religious war, as the Muslims of the Philippines’ south 
are not being oppressed or persecuted. She said there is 
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no justification for a Jihad, and that the MNLF’s call for 
one is intended to blackmail the government. Tugung 
said it was a futile attempt as they cannot anymore 
deceive the Muslim people on the nobility of their cause. 
They are a discredited lot. 


Peace Commissioner Noel Tolentino said last Saturday 
at the weekly Philippine Information Agency press con- 
ference that membership for the Moro National Libera- 
tion Front in the Organization of Islamic Conference 
would mean nothing to the Philippine Government. So 
long as the government can hold the country together 
politically, socially, economically, and militarily, it does 
not really matter if the MNLF joins the OIC, Tolentino 
said. 


Tolentino also said that the stand of the government is to 
pursue all [words indistinct]. He said that the govern- 
ment will make sure that the interest of the MNLF and 
the Muslims in Mindanao will be taken care of. He also 
said that the peace commission respects the views of all 
Muslims who are against the formation of the Regional 
Consultative Commission. 


For Radio Veritas News, Jerry Ponverada reporting 
from Zamboanga City, Philippine Federation of Catho- 
lic Broadcasters. [end recording] 


In related developments, we have more reactions from 
some senators, including Senators Shahani, Salonga, and 
Juan Ponce Enrile on the ICO’s rejection of the MNLF 
bid. 


According to Senator Leticia Ramos Shahani, the ICO 
decision was a correct one. However, Shahani expressed 
hopes that the government will continue to negotiate 
with the MNLF for a solution to the Mindanao question. 


{Begin Shahani recording in English] I think that the OIC 
has made the correct decision. Having said that, howev- 
er, | hope that our government will somehow continue to 
have dialogue with the MNLF, and I hope that the 
MNLF will also realize that Mrs Aquino’s government is 
sincere about giving autonomy to southern Mindanao. 
[end recording] h 


On the other hand, Senate President Jovito Salonga has 
said the government anticipated the ICO decision. 


[Begin Salonga recording in English] We have antici- 
pated that and, of course, it is a welcome news to the 
government. It was never taken seriously that they could 
become members of the OIC under the rules of the OIC. 
[end recording] 


Senator Juan Ponce Enrile, on his part, stated that any 
position of the chairman does not reflect the real posi- 
tion of all OIC members. 
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[Begin Enrile recording in English] For the sake of the 
country’s unity and cohesion, I am happy that the 
position has been expressed by the chairman of the 
Conference, although I am not that optimistic that it 
represents the position of the entire Conference because 
there has been no resolution so far adopted by the 
Conference to that effect. [end recording] 


Misuari Gives Interview 
HK210931 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 21 Mar 88 p 2 


[Telephone interview with MNLF Chairman Nur Mis- 
uari in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, by television newsman Rey 
S. Vidal of GMA Channel 7 on 17 March] 


[Text] Rey S. Vidal [RSV]: Mr. Chairman, Salam. First 
of all, how is your campaign for full membership in the 
Organization of Islamic Conference [OIC] going on? Is 
your application on the OIC agenda now? 


Nur Misuari [NM]: Well, that is discretionary on our part. 
And the timing is in my hands, it’s completely in my hands. 
The OIC has given me complete authority to submit it 
anytime I want. But at the same time, they told me that 
during the (Speaker Ramon) Mitra visit here (Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia), they had given words to him, saying that the OIC 
would wait until the opening of the session in Amman 
(Jordan) to see whether indeed the Philippine government is 
true to its word; that they are going to implement with all 
sincerity the Tripoli agreement. 


Therefore, we are waiting and we are leaving tomorrow 
morning, after our celebration of our March 18 Freedom 
Day. And immediately after that, I will fly to Amman, 
together with Datu Rey (Ibrahim Uy) and tht members 
of our delegation. And we will see. We will make our 
decision there, when we reach Amman, whether or not to 
formally apply the membership. 


Because the timing is completely in our hands and we are 
making tremendous progress along this line. I have not 
encountered so far any opposition to our request for 
membership because everybody believes now, that this is 
the only key to add more dynamism to the peace process. 
Although we have said that a lot of people are optimistic 
that with our membership, the MNLF could induce the 
other parties (the government panel) to come to the 
conference (peace talks resumption) with a new sense of 
responsibility this time. 


R.S.V.: Speaking of Mr. Mitra and membership in the 
OIC, I don’t know if you have heard or read in the 
newspapers that Mr. Mitra was suggesting Philippine 
membership in the OIC and that a lot of people scoffed 
at the suggestion as some kind of knee-jerk reaction to a 
panic situation. How do you yourself view the proposal 
of Mr. Mitra? 
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N.M.: Well, I have studied all the feedbacks | got from 
Manila. And of course there are, as usual, the pros and 
the cons. But I think this (Mitra proposal) could be seen 
in two ways. If the motive is merely to preempt our 
membership application, then the motivation is not 
quite good. I’m very sorry to say that. 


But if the motivation is in order to serve the paramount 
interest of the Filipino people, because by being a 
member, they can certainly enjoy a lot of privileges. And 
they can get a lot of financing without interests .... You 
know, they have a big bank, one of the biggest in the 
world, the IBB [expansion unknown], and they are 
lending money without interest for development purpos- 
es. And they can also give a lot of humanitarian dona- 
tions, counting in the millions of dollars. These people 
are very altruistic. And then there will be a lot more they 
(the Filipino people) could get. Like employment and 
such other things. 


But then, as I have said, the motive should not be ill- 
conceived. The motive should not be ill-conceived. The 
motive should be, in order to serve the higher interest of the 
people. I would not want to suggest that any government 
move should be based on evil motives. I want them (the 
government) to serve ... to take this move in the light of the 
Filipino nation’s desire to improve its lot ... and to be able 
to ride out the crises that are surging everywhere, especially, 
financially and politically. 


R.S.V.: Indeed, Mr. Chairman, that was also our percep- 
tion. But there are some people who scoffed at the Mitra 
proposal because, by the charter of the OIC, they said, 
neither the Philippines nor the MNBF could qualify as 
full member of the OIC. 


N.M.: I don’t know, in the case of the Philippines. 
Although some people are saying for instance that there 
are certain countries whose populations are not com- 
pletely Muslim ... and in fact, the Muslims are the 
minority ... and (there are) even (cases wherein) the 
heads of state are Christians (and yet they) are maintain- 
ing full membership in the OIC. 


Of course, I cannot pass judgment on this. The legal 
experts can pass their judgment on that. But in our case, 
well, even the OIC members are telling us that the 
MNLF is virtually a member already. Because we have 
already fulfilled the qualifications. the OIC in its final 
communique in Islamabad (Pakistan) ... line number 77 
... they say that “they reaffirm the OIC’s concern for the 
Bangsa Moro [Moro Homeland] People, under the 
MNLF leadership, with a view to achieving self-determi- 
nation.” That is the exact quotation. And that is enough 
to qualify us, because "ve are already recognized as a 
people, and as a people, we are entitled to our right to 
self-determinat‘on. That’s all. 


And then in Sanaa, (Yemen Arab Republic), they reiter- 
ated this. They said that they recognized the MNLF as 
the sole, legitimate...representative of the Bangsa Moro 
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nation, of the Bangsa Moro people. Weill, this reinforces 
our qualification. Because all that is needed in the OIC, 
to become a member, is that we are conceived as a 
people...we are conceived as a nation. And, of course, as 
a nation, we have the inherent right of self-determina- 
tion. Even if we are still under foreign occupation. That 
does not matter at all. 


That’s why, I was advised a few days ago by some 
important members of the OIC...they said. ““Don’t be too 
preoccupied with this membership. We are telling people 
everywhere who're asking us that you are already a 
member. It’s only a matter of formality.” Why worry 
about this (membership concern then)? ““What you must 
worry about is peace.”’ (They said.) How can we achieve 
peace? How can the OIC extend its support, in order to 
bring peace to the region...to Mindanao. Because they 
OIC members) are concerned. So many people...so much 
blood has been shed. And until now the government in 
Manila still does not know what to do about the problem. 


R.S.V.: What I would like to clarify now, Mr Chairman, 
is: This membership of the MNLF in the OIC does not 
necessarily mean, its secession from the Philippine gov- 
ernment or the dismemberment of the Philippine nation, 
does it? 


N.M.: No. Certainly not. Certainly not. It does not neces- 
sarily mean that if the MNLF becomes a member, that we 
will right away run away from the present status quo. We 
are just trying to strengthen our leverage with the govern- 
ment in Manila. Because they don’t seem to understand 
the situation. they don’t seem to respect us, just because 
our status in the OIC is just a mere observer. What we 
want is (for the OIC) to give us the status of full member, 
so that the Philippine government will now respect us as 
such. And (so) that they will take us with a sense of 
responsibility. Because, you know, honestly...1 would like 
to say this, although it may hurt some people. But it is my 
feeling that they (government peace panel) were less than 
civilized in treating us during the peace process, because 
we were counting (simply) on the legacy of Ninoy. You 
know, I don’t have to belabor what Ninoy (Aquino) 
thought about the problem in the South, and the formula 
he introduced. And (here) I was, counting on the fact that 
Corazon Aquino was obliged to our people (Bangsa 
Moro). Because our people were among those instrumen- 
tal in bringing her to power and in protecting her when she 
was in power from being dethroned or deposed by those 
who were interested in seizing power from her hands. You 
know, the MNLF leadership, upon the prompting of the 
people went even on record as saying, that whoever would 
depose Corazon Aquino should h expect war from the 
MNLF. This (going on record), we did in several cases. 
Especially, when they were hatching the “God Save the 
Queen” attempt in November, 1986. If you remember- 
...you go over the pages of the Manila papers...you will 
find those declarations. 


So, as I have said, this does not necessarily mean, 
fragmentation or cutting ourselves loose from the archi- 
pelago...that is, if we are still needed. Of course, if they 
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don’t need us, then even if we don’t become a member, 
we can still carry on. In fact, we will (then) be more free 
to carry on with our plan of action, because (then) the 
OIC cannot impose its will on us anymore. But with us as 
members they (OIC) can always advise us properly, to 
behave according to their own perception (on) how to 
resolve the problem in the South. 


In fact, if we are not at war with the government now, it 
is because despite the provocations...they have killed our 
people...they have massacred our children in several 
occasions and separate places...they have attacked our 
liberated areas and our military bases...they have 
imposed so much miseries on us these past months...it is 
because of our obligation to abide by the advice of the 
OIC. So we are not at war until now...except in terms of 
our right of self-defense. 


R.S.V.: President Aquino was ambushed-wnterviewed 
the other day by newsmen at the Malacanang Palace. 
And she was asked whether she welcomed new talks with 
the MNLF. And she said, yes, although she had not 
heard from you and that she really didn’t know what the 
agenda was going to be. 


N.M.: Well, you know, I heard of that also. There was 
even an inquiry from some people in the press, the 
foreign press. They were asking me about this, and I said, 
“I don’t have any formal notice here in my office, in the 
first place. And in the second place, whatever initiative 
there is for the resumption of talks must be coursed 
through the OIC. As usual. And the MNLF would want 
to see to it that should there be any initiative... further 
initiative... it will not be an exercise in futility again. And 
to assure that it would not be an exercise in futility 
therefore, the Philippine government should not impose 
those obstacles.” 


For instance, the constitutional obstacles that have been 
built up all these past months should not be invoked at 
all. Because if they (government) should do that, it is 
useless. Because if they have to follow the Constitution 
(that the MNLF does not recognize), what use is there for 
us to have any peace talks when our (Tripoli) agreement 
prescribes that only a presidential decree is needed for its 
implementation. 


Now, there is already a groundswell everywhere. The 
Nation Movers have just called up in support of the 
Tripoli Agreement. And they wapo this as a model for 
the whole nation in their efforts to establish a federal 
regime in the whole country. And you see them in the 
grounds well... in all the leaders like the Vice President, 
His Excellency, Doy Laurel, Senator Enrile, Senator 
Ople, and even Pimentel. No, I don’t know. I’m not quite 
sure of Pimentel. And Zobel also... Enrique Zobel, | 
heard, was quoted as saying that he is committed to this 
plan of action for immediate changes in the structure of 
the government. Well, you see, these are responsible 
people who now understand, who have come to see the 
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wisdom in our proposition in order to put the govern- 
ment and the society in its proper perspective. If we do 
not change the system, it is very difficult to resolve the 
present problem facing the nation. 


R.S.V.: Do you contemplate, then, issuing a formal 
invitation or request to Mrs Aquino, through the OIC...“ 


N.M.: No. It is not our practice to ask for.... It is always 
the government that has the initiative. Because we are 
the aggrieved party here. So it should be the government, 
as usual. Even if the time of Marcos, it was always the 
Manila government who took the initiative. The MNLF 
will not do that (ask for the resumption of talks). 


R.S.V.: Thank you, Mr Chairman, we have run out of 
questions for the time being. But will you allow us more 
questions in the next few days? 


N.M.: Thank you for this chance to ventillate our side. 
Of course, we will welcome this opportunity anytime. 


Misuari Denial Dismissed 
HK231133 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Nerwork in Tagalog 1030 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] GMA News has interviewed Philippine Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Juan Saez. He dismissed Misuari’s state- 
ment denying as a lie the Islamic conference’s rejection 
of the MNLF membership bid. Saez referred to a recent 
report that even MNLF coordinator Ustadz Jain Jali has 
accepted the ICO’s decision. The ambassador further 
said that the fact Misuari will speak before the ICO 
plenary session is not important. 


[Begin Jali recording in English] Any regular delegation 
or observer delagation cannot have the plenary if the 
chairman so decides. But as I am telling you, usually 
foreign ministers do not make statements in their per- 
sonal capacity. They always consider the implications of 
those statements from the point of view of their official 
positions. And in this case, in the case of Minister 
al-Masri, he is not only the foreign minister of Jordan 
but also the chairman and spokesman of the Conference. 
[end recording] 


Meanwhile, the military is hopeful that the ICO’s rejec- 
tion of the MNLF will not incite renewed hostilities in 
Mindanao. Vice Chief of Staff Eduardo Ermita has 
admitted that the MNLF is capable of creating trouble, 
but it cannot fight a long-range war against the AFP 
[Armed Forces of the Philippines]. 


[Begin Ermita recording in English] We are glad that as 
of this time, even if we heard about it, nothing has been 
done, and General Tapia already knows what he is 
supposed to do as a (?quick) commander in case he gets 
to know of this establishment of a so-called provisional 
government by the Moro National Liberation Front 
anywhere in the south. [end recording] 
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Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has said that majority of 
the people in Mindanao aspire for peace, not war. 
[passage omitted] 


Balweg Issues ‘Ultimatum’ to Aquino 
HK211139 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
21 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


{By Cooper Resabal] 


[Text] Baguio City—Former priest Conrado Balweg, in a 
letter to President Aquino last Saturday, threatened to go 
back to the hills if the executive officials of an autonomous 
Cordillera region are not appointed by Wednesday. 


President Aquino will name on April 5 a set of 30 
appointees to the Cordillera Regional Consultative 
Commission [CRCC] and 250 for the Cordillera 
Regional Assembly [CRA], the Presidential Manage- 
ment Staff [PMS] said Saturday night. 


A panel designated by the President will hold a conven- 
tion to select the CRCC members, the presidential staff 
said. The panel will be composed [of] Finance Secretary 
Vicente Jayme, Cabinet Secretary Jose de Jesus, under- 
secretary Ramon Katigbak Jr., Undersecretary Elfren 
Cruz and Tito Cancio. 


Balweg said his group is losing patience over what he 
called the “government's administrative inaction.” He 
added that his group plans to return the tokens of peace, 
an M-16 rifle and a Bible, exchanged in September 1986 
with Mrs Aquino, if the members of the Cordillera 
Executive Board are not appointed by March 23. 


‘We wanted to believe that Your Excellency will be our 
partner, but the non-appointment of the Cordillera Exec- 
utive Board is surely not indicative of a working part- 
nership,” Balweg said. 


Balweg issued his ultimatum on the appointment of 
executive board members after the announcement Fri- 
day by Finance Secretary Vicente Jayme that the Cordil- 
lera Regional Consultative Commission would be con- 
stituted on April 30. 


The formation of the consultative commission is seen 
here as the result of agitation by other groups for a body 
more representative than Balweg’s Cordillera People’s 
Liberation Army [CPLA]. 


Balweg opposed the appointment of members of the 
consultative commission until the executive board has 
been constituted and the Cordillera regional assembly is 
fully operational. Both groups are expected to be domi- 
nated by Balweg’s group. 


In his letter, Balweg said, they have waited long enough 
and expressed hope that “the government's hedging is 
more of calculation than lack of political will.” 
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“On our part, we have had enough share in bearing 
criticisms arising from the non-fulfillment of some of 
Your Excellency’s promises,” Balweg said. 


He said that if the executive board members are not 
appointed on March 23, “there will be no alternative on 
our part, painful as it is, but to return the sipat (tokens of 
peace exchanged by two belligerent parties).” 


“We will have no choice but to independently proceed in 
our quest for a democratic society,” he added. 


In the Cordillera culture, return of the sipat means “a 
loss of trust” and could also result in an outbreak of war 
between the parties. 


The CPLA, which Balweg heads, presented Mrs Aquino 
a spear and a shield, while the government gave the 
group an M-16, a Bible and a rosary as sipat in a peace 
pact in September 1986 in Mt. Data, Benguet. 


Balweg also told Mrs Aquino that “on many occasions” the 
CPLA “proved to be a far better fighting force than the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines’ [AFP] fighting unit.” 


This year, he said, his army “inflicted casualties on the 
CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA” while 
the AFP had been “very much on the defensive.” 


In another report, Balweg said that in January his men 
inflicttd 82 casualties on the NPA, made 72 others 
surrender, and seized 66 firearms. 


Meanwhile, representatives of the government and the 
presidential management staff Saturday started prelimi- 
nary discussions on the appointment of the commission 
members at the Mansion House. 


The government representatives were questioned by 
various Organizations here regarding the lack of consul- 
tation on the autonomy issue and lopsided representa- 
tion in the Cordillera autonomous bodies. 


A working secretariat was also drawn from the Office of the 
Northern Cultural Communities the departments local gov- 
ernments, finance and education, culture and sports, Phil- 
ippine Information Agency and National Economic and 
Development Authority to assist the PMS. 


The PMS said the secretariat would hold conventions to 
process the nominations. They said the nomination 
process should be held simultaneously but separatly 
from each other. 


The selection of the nominees to the CRCC and CRA 
will be done with the help of the working secretariat at 
the Mansion House. 


Of the 30-member CRCC, three will come from each of 
the Cordillera legislative districts and 12 others from 
non-governmental organizations. 
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Conventions and nominations are set to be held in 
Kalinga-Apayao, Abra, Mt. Province, Ifugao, Benguet 
and Baguio City soon. 


Misuari Calls for Revolution To Oust Aquino 
OW230731 Tokvo KYODO in English 0710 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 23 KYODO—Moslem rebel 
leader Nur Misuari, in his strongest attack on President 
Corazon Aquino’s government, said the Filipino people 
should launch a new revolution to oust the Philippine 
leader. 


In an interview over a private television station late 
Tuesday night, the chairman of the secessionist Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) also said his forces 
will no longer tolerate military provocations in Minda- 
nao in southern Philippines. 


But he gave assurances that the MNLF has “no intention 
whatsoever to promote war” and conveyed “greetings of 
peace and brotherhood” from his base in the Middle 
East where he was reached by telephone by Channel 2 
television. 


“We will go to war only in self-defense, absolutely in 
self-defense,” Misuari said. 


The MNLF, which considers Moslem Filipinos a sepa- 
rate nation, is fighting for self-rule for some 10 million 
Moslems in southern Philippines. 


“I believe that they (Filipinos) must have to relaunch 
another revolution in order to change the government, in 
order to suit the desire of the people. The people must 
get back the power,” Misuari said. 


A civilian-backed military revolt, popularly cailed the 
“people power revolution,” which ousted strongman 
Ferdinand Marcos and swept Aquino to power in Feb- 
ruary 1986. 


“Mrs. Aquino came to power in the name of the people. 
The people have not gotten anything except impoverish- 
ment, except a hungry stomach. The prices of commod- 
ities have increased tremendously.” 


“That is the message of Corazon Aquino’s rise to power 
so I call on the people to give ‘no’ to her and her hawkish 
military forces and advisers,” Misuari said. 


He said that the MNLF has been recognized by the 
Islamic Conference Organization (ICO) as the “sole 
legitimate representative” of Moslems in the Philip- 
nines. 


He added that the rebel front had already been given by 
the world Moslem body a “‘clear-out political identity.” 
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He described as a “fabrication” and a “lie” Philippine 
officials’ claim on Tuesday that the ICO had rejected the 
MNLF’s bid for full membership in the Moslem bloc, 
saying that the front has not even formally applied. 


He said Philippine officials were “panicking” and “des- 
perate” and want to mislead the people. 


“We do not want Mindanao and its people to become the 
battleground. We don’t want our children to taste the 
bitterness of war again,” Misuari said. 


“However, if they (military) will provoke us, I give all 
authority and all discretion to our commanders to 
respond in kind,” he added. 


The military said recently that the three Moslem rebel 
factions have a total of 22,644 guerrillas with 17,500 
firearms, more than half of the forces belonging to the 
MNLF, the main rebel faction. 


MNLF Reported ‘Sufficient Arms’ for Attack 
HK211457 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Although the MNLF has given reassurance that 
another war will not break out in Mindanao, there is still 
no doubt that Nur Misuari’s freedom fighters have 
sufficient arms to launch an attack. This was very 
obvious when more than 800 MNLF troopers gathered 
in Indanan, Sulu on Friday [18 March], for the Bangsa 
Moro’s [Moro Homeland] 20th anniversary. The 
MNLF’s high-powered firearms were widely visible, 
including Soviet AK-47 assault rifles and rocket launch- 
ers. It is undeniable that the rebels continue to receive 
financial support from abroad. 


The solar eclipse in this area was not as noticeable as the 
troopers’ pledge of support for Nur Misuari, and their 
strong rejection of the Regional Consultative Commis- 
sion’s formation. 


[Begin recording in English] [unnamed MNLF Central 
Committee deputy secretary-general] This is a unilateral 
act on the part of the Cory government, and we have 
nothing to do with it. This has nothing to do with us in 
as much as it is not embodied in our agreement. 


[Unidentified reporter] But the fact, sir, is that it has 
been created. So, can we ask you what action you intend 
to take about the matter? 


[Deputy secretary-general] Well, although it has been 
created, should anybody expect us to be forced to accept 
what we cannot accept? [end recording] 


MNLF chairman Nur Misuari also sent a message from 
Jeddah: 
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[Begin recording in English in progress] ...from the 
beginning and with the present government of Mrs. 
Corazon Aquino was a pure exercise in (?duplicity). Is 
that all? We are [words indistinct] to strengthen the link 
said by many (?proverbs) everywhere that colonialism 
never releases its yoke on the oppressed colonized people 
after people themselves rise up and struggle to cut 
themselves free. [end recording] 


Aside from the show of force, the cease-fire was also felt, 
although fears of renewed war continue to prevail. In the 
center of Jolo, at Plaza Tulay, the MNLF troops gathered 
but were no longer carrying arms, nor were they dressed 
in uniform. The marines were around, but they did not 
stoplthe outright criticisms of the Aquino government. 
MNLF flags were seen in almost all the buildings, 
including the mosques. Any visitor would wonder which 
is the real symbol of control in the area. Is it the armed 
troops, or the symbols signifying a dominant force? 


Rebel Activities Increasing in Bataan 
HK210849 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 
21 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


{By Manny Mogato] 


[Text] Hermosa, Bataan—Communist guerrillas have 
been transforming this province into a laboratory area 
for urban guerrilla warfare, the military said Saturday. 


In a briefing with Sen Ernesto Maceda, chairman of the 
Senate committee on national defense and security, the 
military said there has been a marked incrtase in the 
military and political activities of rebels in the province. 


Aside from this, rebels have also intensified their tax 
collection in Bulacan and Pampanga to raise money to 
buy more firearms, bullets, and other military supplies, 
the military said. 


Col Vicente Garcia, commander of the Third General 
headquarters (GHQ) Battalion,c ited four main reasons the 
rebels were using Bataan as a staging base of operations and 
laboratory for urban guerrilla warfare. These are: 


Proximity of Bataan to Metro Manila and its strategic 
location makes it an ideal staging ground for attacks in 
metro Manila and nearby towns. Bataan has a rugged 
terrain suitable for guerrilla training. 


The Government's arsenal in Limay, Bataan makes it a prime 
target for guerrillas as a possible source of firearms. 


The presence of the Export processing Zone in Mariveles 
and other agro-industrial firms in the province makes it 
a good source for funds and manpower. 


Majority of the villages in the province have been influenced 
or infiltrated by the guerrillas. This has assured the rebels of 
mass base support, the military said. 
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During the past months, the military noted increase 
rebel activities in Bataan, including the reported meeting 
of ranking communist leaders in Orani and Samal. 


Maceda said he was informed by the military that the 
rebels had stepped up their recruitment and training of 
new guerrillas in the province. 


He said the rebels have been raising nearly P! billion a 
year, primarily in Central Luzon from taxes collected 
from operators of fishponds, iarm lands, agro-industrial 
firms and even multinational firms. 


The military said the rebels have been collecting an average of 
P2,000 to P4,000 per hectare of fishpond a month from 
operators in Bataan, Bulacan and Pampanga. 


There are 45,000 hectares of fishponds in the three 
provinces. Collections were made by the rebels naval 
force, the Bagong Naval ng Bayan (Banaba) [New Peo- 
ple’s Navy]. Which also operates along coastal towns in 
Bataan, Zambales, Bulacan and Cavite, the military said. 


The Banaba has been identified by the military as the 
chief distributor of firearms and bullets to rebel units in 
the countryside. 


The military said the guerrillas has used Samar and 
Leyte as laboratories for guerrilla warfare in the coun- 
tryside. 


Colonel Garcia said the increasing activity of guerrillas 
in Bataan confirmed military intelligence reporis on the 
shift in rebel strategy by intensifying urban guerrilla 
warfare. 


“It is a move toward the seat of power,” Garcia said. 
“They are now very near the center of power.” Garcia 
said the military, however, had seized the initiative to 
check the growth »“ insurgency in the province. 


MNLF, NPA Scramble for Control of Mindanao 
HK220949 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 22 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff writer Dionisio Pelayo} 


[Text] Muslim separatist rebels and communist insur- 
gents are in a scramble for control of Central Mindanao, 
the area’s bread basket. 


The Moro National Liberation Front has recently 
deployed its elite National Security Command and two 
other major satellite commands in addition to the units 
previously operating in the region. 


The New People’s Army, on the other hand, is set to 
open three more guerrilla fronts, in addition to the seven 
now operating in the area. 
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Brig Gen Jesus Hermosa, PC commander for Central 
Mindanao, said “the aim of both insurgent groups is to 
seize resource bases and the region is the most important 
resource base in Mindanao.” 


Any rebel group has to have a resource base to sustain 
prolonged hostilities with the Government, Hermosa 
told the GLOBE. 


Central Mindanao, composed of the two Lanao provinc- 
es, North Cotabato, Maguindanao and Sultan Kudarat is 
considered Mindanao’s bread basket. 


The region produces 10.5 million cavans of palay annu- 
ally aside from other foodstuff, which rebels need to 
sustain their fight against the government. 


In addition, the major electric generating plants in 
Mindanao, Agus VI and Maria Cristina hydroelectric 
plants are located in the region. The two plants generate 
a total of some 480 megawatts, more than 75 percent of 
the total electricity generated in Mindanao. 


On the MNLF rebels, known in military parlance as 
southern Philippine terrorists (SPTs), the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] says there are a total of 14,844 
fighters and political cadres in teh region. The MNLF in 
Central Mindanao has some 11,500 firearms. 


However, SPTs in the region are divided into three 
groups—the MNLF under Nur Misuari, the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front under Salamat Hashim and the 
MNLF Reformist Group under Dimas Pundato. 


The MNLF Misuari faction has a total strength of 13,146 
with 10,516 firearms, mostly Russian-made AK-47 
assault rifles. 


MILF cighters consist of close to 8,000 men with some 
6,000 firearms while the MNLF Reformist Group had 
been reduced to 1,498 with 984 firearms because of 
defections to the other Muslim separatist factions. 


NPA rebels, on the other hand, are lesser in number but 
are believed to be the more potent threat because of their 
known organizational ability. 


Military estimates place the number of Communist 
Party of the Philippines members, both regular and 
candidate, in the region at 826 while the number of NPA 
“Red Fighters” was placed at 882, with 714 firearms, 
most of which were snatched from government forces. 


Communist rebels operate on seven guerrilla fronts, 
three of which operate under the command of the 
Northwestern Mindanao Regional Party Committee, 
and the rest under the Southern Mindanao Regional 
Party Committee. 
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Bomb Explosions in Zamboanga Injure Two 
HK231241 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] According to reports, there has been a series of 
bomb explosions at three military installations in Zam- 
boanga City. Two military ordnance experts were seri- 
ously injured when a time bomb they were trying to 
defuse exploded. The bomb was planted outside the gate 
of the Edwin Andrews Air Force Base. 


Earlier, two time bombs exploded in the local offices of 
the National Bureau of Investigations in Zamboanga, 
while a fourth bomb was defused after it was discovered 
planted in Manabang. 


According to military spokesman Lieutenant Colonel 
Anthony Elias, Muslim rebels may possibly be behind 
the series of explosions. 


Military Deploys Extra Troops in North 
HK221231 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 


22 Mar 88 pp 1, 13 


[By Wilma Yamzon} 


[Text] The military will deploy more troops to th 
Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, and Southern Tagalog 
regions to strengthen government forces and check the 
movements of the New People’s Army (NPA) rebels 
there. 


Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Renato de Villa dis- 
closed this yesterday as he assessed the accomplishments 
and programs of the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines] which marks its 91st anniversary today. 


De Villa said some units will be transferred to areas 
where rebels are active, to be backed by civilian groups 
like the Nakasaka and other volunteer organizations. 


He said inter-regional movements of battalions are now 
being undertaken. he added that the AFP has adopted 
the area unified command (AUC) concept to reduce the 
number of intermediate headquarters and increase front- 
line units and give greater flexibility and decision 
authority to field commanders. 


He said the Regional Unified Commands (RUCs) | and 
2 were dissolved and reorganized into the Northern 
Luzon Command (Nolcom). RUCs 4 and 5 were earlier 
unified or the Southern Luzon Command (Solcom) 
under the Philippine Army. [sentence as published] 


De Villa also reported that attempts to destubilize the 
government had been neutralized after the capture of 
Col. Gregorio Honasan and top Communist 
Party of the Philippines’ leaders, including Nemesio 
Dimafiles and Rafael Salas, alias Commander Bilog. 
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Last year, the AFP conducted 31,432 combat missions 
and operations, resulting in the death of 1,640 rebels, 
capture of 350 NPAs, and seizure of |.173 firearms. 


On soldiers morale and welfare. De Villa said the AFP 
has worked to increase :heir benefits, such as base 
income and allowances. 


He said, initially, Executive Order No. 153 called for 15 
percent increase in soldiers’ basic pay. Recently, howev- 
er, a 61 percent average raise was approved by the 
government under RA [Republic Act] 6638. 


He added that the AFP-wids fund support for health 
services increased from P46 million in 1986 to P66.8 
million last year. 


On promotions, De Villa said the AFP is now applying 
the merit system in giving assignments, awards, and 
schoolings, adding that 1,749 deserving officers had 
benefited from it. 


He said the AFP is now starting off-base and on-base 
housing of their morals. [sentence as published] 


— —_—— 
Army To Deploy Special Teams in Barangays 
HK221325 ab THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Mar 88 p 3 


ee 


[By correspondent Dana Batnag] ' 


[Text] The military tents camped all over Valenzuela 
would be a familiar sight in other Metro Manila munic- 
ipalities by next month, as the Capital Regional Com- 
mand (Capcom) and the National Capital Region 
Defense Command (NCRDC) start fielding in more 
Special Operation Teams (SOT) in NPA-infiltrated 
areas. 


Capcom chief of staff Col. Orville Gabuna yesterday told 
‘Chronicle’ the Capcom set to train more SOTs. “to be 
immersed in affected barangay...anytime now.” 


Some of the targetted barangay, Gabuna said, are in 
Malabon, Navotas, Caloocan, Tagig and Marikina, 
which he described as well-known NPA “breeding 
grounds.” 


The trainipg would take two weeks, during which SOT 
members would be taught “NPA tactics and propaganda 
and how to appreciate barangay problems,” he said. 


Before SOT members are immersed, social and eco- 
nomic profiles of the barangay would be taken and 
analyzed. 


The anti-insurgency tactic, which is being tested in 
Valenzuela, would limit the NPA’s expansion program, 
Gabuna said. 
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“We would be denying the NPAs their lairs. Aalis at aalis 
din sila, [They will eventually leave,] he said. 


A 10-member team will be placed in each barangay. 


“Kung minsan dalawa, depende sa threat sa situation 
{[Sometimes, two teams will be fielded, depending on the 
threat to the situation.]”” Gabuna added. 


The soldiers would be conducting teach-ins, also about 
the communist ideology, but with the military and 
Government side. 


They would also help the people, according to Gabuna. 


“We may not have the solutions, but we can assist the 
residents to go to the agencies concerned. We could also 
help them kung self-help ang kailangan, [if self-help is 
needed]” he said. 


Capcom will hold a briefing with local government 
officials this week on the insurgency problem and the 
police and military’s capability to handle it. 


So far, Gabuna said, the ptace and order situation in the 
country is “manageable.” 


“The enemy cannot really exploit us. There has been no 
significant increase in terrorism,” he said. 


Military Said Against ‘Demilitarized’ Police 
HK211117 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 20 Mar 88 p 4 


[By Ferds Sevilla] 


[Text] Military Authorities have resisted efforts to estab- 
lish a “demilitarized” national police organization, the 
National Police Commission (Napolcom) said. 


The Napolcom and the military and defense establish- 
ments are at loggerheads over the proposed creation of 
civilian national police force. 


In position papers sent by Napolcom chairman Cicero 
Campos to Malacanang and Congress, the commission 
said that officials of the Department of National Defense 
(DND) and the PC-INP have been pushing for the 
creation of a department of public safety. The depart- 
ment would have limited authority of “general executive 
supervision, administration and control” over the pro- 
posed Philippine National Police (PNP). 


Moreover, legislative proposals made by the DND, 
Armed Forces and the PC-INP have also sought to place 
the PC-INP under the administrative and operational 
control of the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] for 
a 30-month transition period. 
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These proposals were opposed by the Napolcom during 
deliberations conducted by a working committee—com- 
posed of officials of the Napolcom, DND, AFP and the 
PC-INP—tasked to “reconcile varying concepts” of 
implementation of the constitutional pyovision creatin- 
gla single, civilian, national police force to be adminis- 
tered and controlled by a national police commission. 


The military’s proposal conceives of a public safety 
secretary who also performs the function of a Napolcom 
chairman. Napolcom maintained that the proposal 
would result in the overlapping of “responsibility, 
authority and organizational personalities.” 


Napolcom said the Constitution clearly calls for a multi- 
member body like the police commission itself, but with 
expanded powers. Such a body would be less prone to 
partisan influence, unlike a single headed agency like a 
public safety department, it added. 


Placing the PC-INP under the AFP in a transition 
period, Napolcom said, would be inconsistent with con- 
stitutional provision mandating the creation of a civilian 
police organization. 


Policemen themselves, particularly in Metro Manila, 
have expressed doubts on the success of efforts to estab- 
lish a truly civilian national police, the Napolcom said. 


Ramos Urges Halt to ‘War-Scare Stories’ 
HK230807 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 7 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos yesterday down- 
played reports issued by military field commanders 
regarding the alleged transformation of Bataan into a 
new “training ground for NPA guerilla warfare.” 


While he has not yet verified the veracity of the allega- 
tions, he said, “Officials in Bataan as well as its citizens 
should not encourage war-scare stories of this nature if 
you really are interested in the develooment of (Ba- 
taan).” 


These military commanders reportedly told members of 
the Senate committee on national defense that the AFP 
[Armed Forces of the Philippines] has sought to 
Strengthen its troops in Bataan to neutralize possible 
reinforcement strategies being undertaken by the NPA. 


These commanders cited the deployment in the area of some 
400-man army battalion which they said has launched attacks 
against 157 armed communist guerillas. 


He said “These threats turn off a lot of economic 
investment, a lot of tourists, a lot of meaningful civilian 
activities that should already be taking place but have 
not happened because of the masochistic and self-de- 
structive attitude on the part of a lot of us.” 
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He noted that Bataan is a particularly vital area in the 
economic development of the country because of the 
province’s oil refineries and shipyards, including the 
export processing zone. 


Although Mr Ramos admitted that Bataan, for a time, 
has a critical record in terms of increased NPA opera- 
tions, he maintained that this was in the past, particu- 
larly during the 60-day ceasefire. He explained that 
efforts of the AFP and the Integrated National Police 
(INP) have resulted in positive results in the area. 


He stressed, “‘We must pool our resources and our 
capabilities so that we can rebuild this country instead of 
being part of the demolition crew that has set back our 
progress for many years in the past.” 


Meanwhile, the defense chief lauded the efforts of the 
civilian and military officials of the government Arsenal 
for their contribution to the Self-Reliant Defense Pos- 
ture (SRDP) program of the AFP. 


He particularly commended the Arsenal’s policy of 
diversification. He said this policy is very apt because 
government troops need all the available weapons and 
equipment to defeat the enemies. 


He said the country’s enemies have the means to procure 
sophisticated equipment designed to outdo the country’s 
technology. He said the AFP cannot afford to stagnate. 
The AFP must strive within the country’s means to 
improve and outdo every equipment and weapon of the 
enemy. 


Mr Ramos added that the AFP has increased the funding 
of the SRDP program by over 90 percent from last year’s 
allocation. This would give the program greater capabil- 
ity to produce rifles, ammunition, mortar fuzes, and 
other weapons. This, he foresees, would contribute to the 
increase of SRDP exports. 


Ramos Favors Abolition of Unified Commands 
HK221443 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1400 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos favors the aboli- 
tion of the Regional Unified Commands, or RUCs. He 
made the statement in reaction to President Aquino’s 
order to immediately dissolve the remaining RUCs in 
the country. Ramos said that the president’s move was 
an intelligent one. At present, there are still four RUCs 
operating under the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
[AFP], namely, RUC 3 in Central Luzon and RUCs 6, 7, 
and 8, all based in the Visayan region. 


Ramos explained that during his term as AFP chief of 
staff he had ordered the integration of four RUCs in 
Mindanao into the AFP Southern Command headed by 
Major General Cesar Tapia. 
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Meanwhile, Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato 
de Villa reaffirmed the military’s responsibility to 
defend the independence, honor, and constitution of the 
Republic of the Philippines. 


De Villa made the statement in a speech marking the 
9Ist anniversary of the founding of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines in rites held at Camp Aguinaldo. 


In his short address General de Villa reminded the 
Armed Forces of their vow to fulfill their duties to the 
nation. He added that, accordingly, Filipino soldiers 
who carry out their responsibilities to country and peo- 
ple will be honored. 


On the communist threat, De Villa asserted that democ- 
racy will endure despite the joint threats posed by the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, NPA, NDF, and 
other outlawed armed groups. 


Military Eyes Bigger Arms Production 
HK220849 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Mar 88 p 6 


[By correspondent Al Sobrevinas] 


[Text] Limay, Bataan—Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos 
yesterday revealed an Armed Forces plan to increase 
production of guns and ammunition by the government 
munitions plant here to strengthen the military’s “shoot- 
ing” capability. 


Excess production will also go to export to friendly 
foreign countries, Ramos said in a speech marking the 
21st ‘Araw ng Arsenal’ [Arsenal Day] at the munitions 
plant in Barangay Lamao, this town. 


Last year, he said, exports registered a 60 percent 
increase in volume and a 50 percent jump in shipment. 


He added he also submitted to President Aquino a 
proposal to amend Republic Act 1884 or the Govern- 
ment Arsenal Charter to authorize it to export excess 
production to friendly countries. 


“I have always given top priority to the Government 
Arsenal for it is one of the cornerstones of our country’s 
self-reliant defense posture program,” Ramos said. 


He added: *“‘The Arsenal is showcase of our capability to 
locally manufacture defense items which otherwise 
would have cost the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines] more money to procure from foreign countries 
and would have further drained our foreign exchange 
reserves.” 


The country saved $106 million in foreign exchange 
through import substitution and local added value cost, 
he said. 


FBIS-EAS-88-056 
23 March 1988 


In addition, P472 million worth of military items were 
exported since 1984 to over 30 countries, including 
Japan, Singapore, Australia, United States, Canada and 
China, according to Ramos. 


These Items include sidearms, small caliber rifles, shotguns, 
cartridges, ammunition for M-14 and M-16 rifles, gunparts, 
explosives and radio communications equipment. 


To indicate his support, Ramos said he has approved the 
filling up of some 150 additional positions in the plant, 
with recommendation for budgetary changes already 
elevated to the budget department. 


P1.7 Billion Mindanao Projects Approved 
HK220939 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Public Works and Highways Secretary J. Nery 
Ferrer said yesterday that the government has lined up 
some P1.7 billion worth of infrastructure projects in 
Mindanao to advance further development. 


Ferrer said as promised by President Aquino, more 
roads, bridges, water supply, irrigation, schoolbuildings 
and barangay roads will be constructed in Mindanao. 


The DPWH [Department of Public Works and High- 
ways] chief said that included in the development pack- 
age are road projects to be financed by the Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and another 
by the Kuwaiti government. 


Ferrer said OPEC is sinking in some P216 million for the 
construction of some 109 kilometers of asphalt road in 
Sultan Kudarat and Maguindanao. 


Kuwait, on the other hand, is financing the construction 
of the 111-kilometer road linking Zamboanga del Sur 
and Misamis Oriental. The Molave-Oroquieta and Paga- 
dian-Tucuran roads are included in the improvement 
program approved by the Kuwaiti government, which 
has earmarked P138 million for the road projects. 


Ferrer said the DPWH is improving some | ,061 kilome- 
ters of farm-to-market roads (barangay) roads and 
bridges with the corresponding flood-control facilities. 


Ferrer also said that the P300-million Zamboanga fish- 
ing port complex is nearing completion. The complex 
will provide refrigeration facilities and the marketing 
arm to sell all marine produce gathered by fishermen. 


Aquino Warns Landowners Against Violence 
HK211003 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino warned that the gov- 
ernment will not tolerate anyone taking up arms against 
it. She added that the law will be enforced against anyone 
who resorts to violence against the government. The 
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president issued the warning in reaction to the reported 
statement by Congresswoman Hortensia Starke of 
Negros Occidental exhorting landowners to take up arms 
and unite to protect their properties. 


In a landowners convention in Davao City, Representa- 
tive Starke reportedly criticized House Bill No. 400, or 
the Agrarian Reform Bill, which she described as unjust 
and communist. 


The president gave her a short warning in an ambush 
interview by Malacanang newsmen. 


{Begin Aquino recording in English] With regards to that 
report, we will not allow anybody to take up arms against 
the government. [end recording] 


That was President Aquino in her short warning against 
those who plan to oppose the government through vio- 
lent means over the agrarian reform issue. 


Meanwhile, Representative Hortensia Starke, member 
of the so-called pro-landlord representatives, said that 
many landowners in the country have threatened to take 
up arms to fight implementation of the Comprehensive 
Agrarian Reform Program [CARP]. Starke made the 
statement in an interview with RV Balita [Radio Veritas 
News]. Earlier, we also heard that the president issued a 
warning against use of violence by landlords to oppose 
implementation of the land reform program. 


Starke also denied that she had exhorted the landlords to 
oppose the CARP. 


[Begin Starke recording in English] I did not say that. 
You know, these landowners have been sending me 
position letters that if this CARP will really take away 
their lands, because they are only asking for 24 hectares, 
that they will take up arms. So, I just said, well, if they 
come around, you will just have to position yourself, and 
| made a sign like a gun with my hand. But I did not say 
take up your guns. I am not capable of that language. 
Take up your guns. | did say: Bribe the media. I admit 
that I said that the media can be bought. That is the word 
I used. And I am sorry because only a few media can be 
bought, not all media can be bought. So, I am very sorry. 
Now I will make a public statement that I am very, very 
sorry, and I apologize to media. I made a very big 
mistake. Not only that, it was a faux pas number one. 
And they can also punish me and I expect to be pun- 
ished. And I am very, very apologetic. Media is not all 
the same. Some are very highly principled media. [end 
recording] 


Landowners Challenge Church To Give Up Wealth 
HK221323 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Mar 88 p 7 


[By Staff Member Arguillas] 


[Text] Davao City—Landowners yesterday passed a res- 
olution lashing out at the clergy for exercising what they 
called a double standard of social justice. 
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The landowners also challenged Jaime Cardinal Sin and 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines to 
give up their material wealth before they ask landowners 
to give up their properties. 


Calling Sin’s and the bishops’ endorsement of House Bill 
400 as an interference in politics and a violation of the 
constitutional provision on the separation of church and 
state, the Council of Agricultural Producers (CAP) on 
the last day of its national convention here vowed to 
resist by all means the passage of the controversial land 
reform bill. 


It was the second of a series of conventions organized by 
landowners opposing a pro-farmer land reform measure. 


The resolution, approved by viva voce and met by boos 
every time the cardinal’s and bishops; names were men- 
tioned, will be forwarded to Pope John Paul II, Cardinal 
Sin, the bishops, Congress, the Cabinet and President 
Aquino. 


The landowners said: 


—Sin and the bishops should divest themselves of their 
investments and equity in corporations, give up their 
banks, commercial buildings and coconut lands and give 
them to the poor. 


—Sin and the bishops should dissociate themselves from 
big business and economic tycoons. 


—Landowners will boycott churches where priests 
preach sermons favoring the Comprehensive Agrarian 
Reform Program (Carp). 


—They will stage marches to Malacanang, Congress and 
Cardinal Sin’s residence to denounce House Bill 400 
after their third convention in Manila next month. 


—Carp has united the Muslims and Christians in Min- 
danao in the matter of autonomy. 


—-They favor the immediate granting of autonomy to the 
Muslims provided it does not dismember the country 
and that the Government should also grant autonomy to 
the Christians in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao under a 
federal system of government. 


—Suggested that Rep. Bonifacio Gillego (Sorsogon) and 
the other House Bill [HB] 400 proponents, whom they 
described as “communists,” be deported to the Soviet 
Union. 


Sultan Macapanton Abbas Jr., chairman of the MNLF- 
Reformist Group expressed his unity with the anti-Carp 
landowners, saying the Government “cannot say I take 
your land and pay you in installments.” He urged the 
Government to restructure completely the economic, 
social and political system through federalization. 
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Abbas described as divisive Sin’s endorsement of HB 400. 


Odilon Mallari, chairman of the Movement for a Better 
Mindanao (Mobemin), said president Aquino need not 
threaten them with enforcing the law against landowners 
who align with Muslim rebel factions. 


‘Before she threatens us, why doesn’t she enforce the law 
against Gringo Honasan?” Mallari asked. 


Addressing the convention. Rep. Jesus Dureza (Davao 
City) allayed the tears of the landowners that House Bill 
400 would be passed soon. 


“I do not think the House is going through with a version 
that will not be acceptable to most of our people,” 
Dureza said. 


Dureza, a former media man, also criticized media’s 
coverage of Congress as “not very accurate.” 


People are given the impression that what Gillego has 
been saying is popular with the other representatives, he 
said, ‘That is farthest from the truth.” 


Aquino Approves Further Privatization 
HK221309 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
2 Mar 88 p 5 


[Text] President Aquino has approved the privatization 
of 17 additional government-corporations (GOCCs), 
including the national airline, two state banks, a large 
steel company and the country’s only copper smelter- 
refinery company. 


This brings to 103 from 86 the total number of GOCCs 
approved by President Aquino for privatization, 
Finance Secretary Vicente R. Jayme said yesterday. 


Jayme, who is also chairman of the Committee on 
Privatization (COP), said the 17 GOCCs are part of the 
121 government firms earlier endorsed by the intera- 
gency COP to the President for immediate privatization. 


The 17 additional GOCCs to be sold to the public soon 
are: Philippine Airlines, Century Bank, Union Bank, 
National Steel Corporation, Philippine Associated 
Smelting and Refining Corp., Century Holding Corpo- 
ration, Philippine National Bank, Venture Capital Cor- 
poration, Coco-Chemical Philippines, Inc., National 
Investment and Development Corp., Oil Mills, Inc., 
Bancom Insurance Brokers, Inc., Barcelon, Roxas Secu- 
rities, Inc., Quedan Guarantee Fund Board, Luzon Inte- 
grated Services, National Development Company 
(NDC)-Guthrie Estates, Inc., NDC-Guthrie Plantations, 
Inc., and Refractories Corporation. 


The government's giant oil and energy firm, the Philip- 
pine National Oil Company (PNOC) was not in the list 
of 17 although Jayme said PNOC was in the original list 
of 121 recommended for privatization. 
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Thailand 


Envoy Presents Letters to Lao Foreign Minister 
BK221115 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Special report’’] 


[Text] The Thai ambassador to the LPDR, Niran Pha- 
nuphong, presented two letters to the LPDR Foreign 
Ministry on 18 March. The first letter deals with the 
formation of the Thai-Lao task force border committce 
to settle the problem of border demarcation in Phitsa- 
nulok and Sayaboury. The second letter concerns the 
revival and improvement of the Thai-Lao cooperation 
committee at the national and local levels. 


The content of the first letter reads: 
18 March 1988, 


To Your Excellency Phoun Sipaseut, LPDR foreign 
minister: 


With reference to the efforts of the Thai and LPDR 
Governments to settle the border problem in Phitsanu- 
lok and Sayaboury, starting with the meeting in Bangkok 
on 16 and 17 February between the Thai and Lao 
military delegations and their agreement for a cease-fire 
and political negotiations to seek a peaceful settlement to 
the problem on the principle of justice and authenticity 
of the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and relevant maps, 
followed by the exchange of messages between the prime 
ministers of the two countries, and the appointment of 
their respective government delegations for talks in 
Bangkok on 3 and 4 March and in Vientiane on 17 and 
18 March by adhering to the authenticity of the said 
treaty and relevant maps, we deem that, for the settle- 
ment of the border problem in Phitsanulok and Saya- 
boury, a task force border committee should be set up to 
examine the problem and find a solution to it. The Thai 
Government would like to inform the Lao Government 
that it has formed a committee to the Thai-Lao task force 
border committee, the composition of which follows: 


1. Armed Forces chief of staff, chairman; 

2. director of the Armed Forces Survey Department, 
deputy chairman [break in transmission}; 

9. an expert from the Armed Forces Survey Department, 
member and secretary. 


The Thai Government would like to call upon the LPDR 
Government to appoint a Lao committee to jointly 
examine the problem with Thailand aimed at solving the 
border dispute on the basis of justice and authenticity of 
the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty and relevant maps. It 
also calls upon the LPDR Government to report any 
formation of the Lao committee, as well as the date and 
venue chosen for the meeting of the Thai-Lao task force 
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border committee. The Lao Government is requested to 
advise Thailand at an early date of the above matter 
through the appropriate diplomatic channels. 


With best regards, 


Niran Phanuphong, ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Thailand. 


The second letter reads: 
18 March 1988, 


To Your Excellency Phoun Sipaseut, LPDR foreign 
minister: 


With reference to the Bangkok meeting on 3 and 4 
March between the Thai and Lao delegations concerning 
the revival and improvement of the Thai-Lao coopera- 
tion committee at the national and local levels, aimed at 
promoting Thai-Lao cooperation in political, economic 
and cultural matters, and the agreement reached 
between the delegations of the two countries to propose 
to their respective governments the revival and improve- 
ment of the committee set up under the Joint Commu- 
nique of Thailand and Laos signed in 1979 that has been 
inactive for a long time, the Thai Government, with full 
determination to promote Thai-Lao relations in the 
interest of the people of both countries, has given 
approval for the revival and improvement of the Thai- 
Lao cooperation committee at the national and local 
levels. With this in mind, the Thai Government has 
reshuffled the composition of the Thai committee at the 
national level to improve efficiency in working with the 
Lao side to promote bilateral relations and cooperation. 
The Thai committee comprises: 


1. Interior minister, chairman: 

2. Supreme commander, deputy chairman; 

3. Permanent secretary of the Foreign Ministry, member; 

4. Permanent secretary of the Interior Ministry, member; 

5. Permanent secretary of the Commerce Ministry, 
member; 

6. Secretary general of the National Security Council, 
member: 

7. Army commander in chief, member: 

8. Armed Forces chief of staff, member; 

9. Director general of the Police Department, member, 
i0. Director general of the Customs Department, member, 
11. Director general of the Department of Economic and 
Technical Cooperation, member; 

12. Deputy permanent secretary for security affairs of 
the Interior Ministry, member and secretary; 

13. Chief of operations, Joint Coordination Center of ihe 
Supreme Command, member and assistant secretary. 


The responsibilities of the committee, after revival and 
improvement, will be as follows: To promote Thai-Lao 
cooperation in trade, economic, technical, and cultural 
exchanges; to hold meetings with the Lao committee at 
the national level; and, together with Laos, to formulate 
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appropriate guidelines and measures to improve border 
security and to promote bilateral cooperation in all 
aspects as stipulated in the joint communique and any 
other agreements reached between the two countries as 
well as to find a solution to any particular problem along 
the common border; to supervise and follow up the work 
carried out by the Thai-Lao border cooperation commit- 
tee at the local level; to make proposals or review 
measures formulated by the committee at the local level; 
to appoint a board for study of particular cases involving 
Thai-Lao cooperation and to solve relevant border prob- 
lems; and to consult with the Lao committee on the 
scope of duties of the Thai-Lao cooperation committee 
at the national level to enable the national level commit- 
tee to assume its role, effectively and practically, in 
promoting bilateral cooperation in the interests of both 
countries. 


Concerning the meetings of the committee at both the 
national and local levels, Thailand suggests that the 
national level committee hold at least one plenary meet- 
ing annually, in Thailand and Laos alternately, whereas 
the local level committee would hold meetings twice 
annually, in Thailand and Laos alternately. In case of 
special need or emergency, each side can propose a 
special meeting of the committee at both national and 
local levels without calling a plenary meeting. Thailand 
therefore calls upon Laos to appoirt a committee to the 
Thai-Lao cooperation committee at the national and 
local levels, and to inform Thailand at an early date. 


With best regards, 


Niran Phanuphong, ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Thailand. 


Lao Chief of Staff Arrives To Attend Funeral 
BK230818 Hong Kong AFP in English 0758 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Bangkok, March 23 (AFP)}—Laos Army Chief of 
Staff General Sisavat Keobounphan arrived here 
Wednesday on a three-day private visit, a Royal Thai Air 
Force (RTAF) officer said here Wednesday. 


Gen. Sisavat has been invited by Thai Army Command- 
er-in-Chief and acting Supreme Commander General 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut. The two men arranged a cease- 
fire in a two-month border conflict which took effect 
February 19. 


The Laotian general is to attend the funeral Thursday of 
Gen. Chawalit’s aunt, Mom Apimphon Phetcharat. 


Her husband was the brother of Laos President Prince 
Souphanouvong. 


Gen. Sisavat and Gen. Chawalit are also expected to 
hold informal talks over the Thai-Lao border dispute in 
which 402 Laos soldiers and 147 Thai troops died 
according to Thai figures. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Two rounds of political talks here and in Vientiane this 
month in the wake of the cease-fire have failed to yield a 
solution of the territorial dispute, which hinges on dis- 
agreement on where the border between the two coun- 
tries lies. 


Thailand and Laos have similar language and culture but 
their relations have been strained since the communists 
swept to power in Vientiane in 1975. 


Prem Denies Lao Claim to Victory at Ban Romklao 
BK230039 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in Engliksh 
23 Mar 88 pp 1, 3 


[By Nattaya Chetchotirot and Yuwadi Thunyasiri] 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon said yester- 
day that Thailand has never been defeated by Laos and 
that the recent border fighting could not be considered a 
defeat because the battle was never finished, Cabinet 
sources told the BANGKOK POST. 


The premier made the statement during a question-and- 
answer session after Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
briefed the Cabinet on diplomatic efforts to resolve the 
border dispute with Laos. 


Gen Prem was responding to a query by deputy premier 
and Chat Thai Party leader Maj-Gen Chatchai Chunha- 
wan who had asked ACM [Air chief Marshal] Sitthi why 
the press had portrayed Thailand as having being beaten 
by Laos and whether there is a split between the Foreign 
Ministry and the military. 


Before ACM Sitthi could reply, the Premier spoke out, 
saying Thailand had never under any circumstances 
been beaten by Laos. He said the Ban Romklao fighting 
could not be considered a defeat because the fight had 
not been completed, the sources said. 


Regarding the reported spiit between the Foreign Minis- 
try and the Army, Gen Prem quoted Army chief Gen 
Chawalit’s statement that since the Foreign Ministry was 
formed, this is the first time there has been complete 
cooperation between the Army and the ministry. 


The Premier told the Cabinet he did not know why the 
press portrays the conflict as it does, the sources said. 


ACM Sitthi then told the Cabinet that the press was 
intentionally trying to cause tension between himself and 
the Army, the sources added. 


He told the Cabinet he would continue his work because 
he is acting for the benefit of the country and not for any 
personal political gain, the sources said. 


They said that earlier, ACM Sitthi spent about half an 
hour explaining the ministry’s actions on the issue. 
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He distributed copies of the Government's letters to 
Vientiane urging agreement to Thai proposals to sct up a 
Joint Border Committee and revive the Joint Thai-Lao 
Cooperation Committee. 


ACM Sitthi told the Cabinet that at first the atmosphere 
during the Vientiane talks were good, and the Laotian 
delegation seemed prepared to accept the Thai proposals. 


But before the end of the meeting, the Laotian delegation 
paused to receive a telephone call, the foreign minister 
told the Cabinet. 


After the call, the Laotians refused to accept the French 
map produced after the Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 
to define the border, even though they had used the same 
map in the United Nations in 1984 to claim sovereignty 
over three border villages. 


Sources said PM Office Minister Michai Ruchuphan 
then asked whether Thailand had ever rejected the 
validity of this map. ACM Sitthi said Thailand had 
never rejected its validity. 


After the Cabinet meeting, Gen Prem was swamped by 
reporters questioning him about the Thai-Lao situation 
and the arrival today of Laotian military leader Gen 
Sisavat Keobounphan. 


Commenting on the Cabinet briefing, Gen Prem said the 
Foreign Ministry gave a good explanation of the situa- 
tion, adding there was no discussion as to what Thailand 
would do if the border talks proved fruitless. 


The ministry explained what it had done, what had been 
accomplished and where the problems lie, the Premier 
said. He said he did not give any policy instructions 
during the Cabinet meeting. 


He became visibly annoyed when a reporter asked what 
he thought of the upcoming meeting between Gen Sisa- 
vat and Gen Chawalit. 


“Why do you always ask this question?” the Premier 
said, adding that Gen Sisavat is coming to attend a 
funeral. “We did not invite him here for talks, but for the 
funeral (of Gen Chawalit’s aunt, Mom Apinphon Phet- 
charat). 


“What he (Gen Sisavat) wants to say is up to him. At 
present we won't say anything,’ Gen Prem said. 


Supreme Command Chief-of-staff Gen Sunthon Khong- 
somphong said last night that Gen Sisavat’s visit is only 
a personal visit. He is a guest of Gen Chawalit, he said. 


Any discussions between the two generals on the Ban 
Romklao conflict could not be considered official, Gen 
Sunthon said. [passage omitted] 
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Khukrit Criticizes Army’s Role in Lao Talks 
BK230051 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Mar 88 pp 1, 3 


[By Banyat Tasaniyawet] 


[Text] Elder statesman and former Prime Minister M.R. 
Khukrit Pramot last night [22 March] criticised Opposi- 
tion leader Bunchu Rotchanasathian for suggesting that 
the Army be allowed to negotiate with Laos instead of 
the Foreign Ministry. 


In an interview with the BANGKOK POST after return- 
ing from Chiang Mai yesterday, M.R. Khukrit also 
criticised Army chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut’s dip- 
lomatic style, which he described as being based on 
“personal ties, kissing, hugging and sending the wives to 
ramwong” [folk dancing]. 


“| disagree strongly with Mr Bunchu’s comment that if 
the Foreign Ministry fails, the Army should be allowed to 
negotiate,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said that if this is allowed to occur, 
everything would be in “a mess”, adding that the Army 
would end up doing the job of the Foreign Ministry. 


“Will you let the Foreign Ministry do the fighting for 
Gen Chawalit?” he asked. 


M.R. Khukrit said Mr Bunchu’s statement—which came 
as a response to the suggestion by Supreme Command 
chief-of-staff Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong that Gen 
Chawalit meet Laotian military leader Gen Sisavat Keo- 
bounphan after the failure of the Vientiane talks—would 
mean overturning the accepted administration system. 


He said the Army has no authority and cannot make binding 
agreements on behalf of the Government on this issue. 


“The one who can make an agreement with Laos is the 
Foreign Ministry. If the Foreign Ministry makes an 
agreement, it’s binding on the Government. But if the 
Army makes an agreement, it’s not.” 


If the Army is allowed to negotiate, then “you might as 
well give the Interior Ministry and the Foreign Ministry 
to the Army”, he said. 


The Foreign Ministry, M.R. Khukrit said, wants long- 
lasting results—not just a resolution of the Ban Romklao 
conflict, but a settlement of the whole border issue. 


The former premier said that if the Franco-Siamese 
Treaty of 1907 is not used as the basis of negotiations, 
then he did not know what could be used as a corner- 
stone for talks. 
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Laos, he said, emerged as a sovereign entity as a result of 
this treaty. “Without this treaty Laos may now be part of 
Thai territory, perhaps even part of Nong Khai (prov- 
ince),” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said that if Laos refuses to negotiate with 
the Foreign Ministry but wants to negotiate with the 
Army, then negotiations should stop. 


“I told you from the beginning that negotiations would 
not be successful after Sisavat was kissing and hugging 
with Chawalit,” he said. 


The Army, he said, made an agreement that was too 
*“*narrow’—that there would be no fighting and that both 
sides would “love each other until death”. 


The Foreign Ministry would make an agreement of a 
wider perspective, but if soldiers don’t fight there is no 
bargaining power, M.R. Khukrit said. 


“The United States and the Soviet Union speak with 
weight because both hold bombs in their hands,” he 
added. 


The former premier said that if no agreement is reached 
with the Laotians, then the Ban Romklao area would 
become a “no man’s land”. 


M.R. Khukrit said he did not think Laos was trying to 
drive a wedge within Thai political circles, particularly 
between the Army and the Foreign Ministry. 


“Laos does not think that deeply. They are very back- 
ward and make simple statements and have no (sense of) 
formality.” 


Paper Says Laos Attempts To ‘Discredit’ Sitthi 
BK230130 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Mar 88 p8 


[Editorial: “The Government, Not the Military, Is in 
Charge of Foreign Affairs”’] 


[Text] Laos is obviously trying to curry favor with Army 
Commander in Chief Chawalit Yongchaiyut in order to 
discredit the Thai Foreign Ministry. Such tactic must be 
foiled otherwise Laos and other countries will have the 
wrong impression that the army, and not the Prem 
Administration or the Foreign Ministry, is in charge of 
conducting Thai foreign relations. 


Today Lao military leader Sisavat Keobounphan is 
scheduled to arrive in Bangkok. General Sisavat was 
invited here by General Chawalit, ostensibly to attend 
the funeral of Chawalit’s aunt who was a member of the 
foremr Lao royal family. While he is here, Sisavat and 
Chawalit are expected to hold talks to settle the border 
dispute near Ban Romklao. 
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Two previous rounds of political negotiations in Bang- 
kok and Vientiane this month had failed to produce any 
remarkable positive outcome, Laos quickly blamed the 
Thai Foreign Ministry for “obstructing a progress” in the 
talks. The Lao version of “progress” includes essentially 
a Thai recognition that the disputed area is Laos’, a 
claim Thailand cannot accept because we have evidence 
to prove that the area is ours. 


Thailand, on the other hand, proposed the formation of 
a joint border committee to settle the border dispute and 
the reactivation of the dormant joint Thai-Lao coopera- 
tion committee. Laos turned down these Thai proposals. 


What then would Sisavat achieve in his talks with 
Chawalit here? A recognition by the Thai military that 
the disputed area is Laos’? 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila was correct in noting 
that Laos has been trying to drive a wedge between the 
Thai government and the Thai military. Chawalit, how- 
ever, remained cautiously optimistic that Laos harbours 
no ill intentions toward Thailand. 


Premier Prem Tinsulanon can easily prove who is right 
by instructing Chawalit to urge Sisavat to accept the Thai 
proposals and continue the political negotiations with 
the Thai Foreign Ministry in good faith. 


Company Reaches Agreement on Lao Investment 
BK220245 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 Mar 88 p 11 


[Text] A Thai company has reached a tentative agree- 
ment with senior Laotian officials to invest more than 
1,000 million baht in five projects in Laos. 


The Business Post was told yesterday that the agreement 
was reached recently during a |5-man Thai mission to 
Laos led by Friendship Argo Industry and Trading Ltd 
managing director At Taolanon. The Laotian side was 
headed by Lao People’s Army Commander-in-Chief 
Sisavat Keobounphan. 


According to the source, the Thai mission was hosted 
while in Vientiane by Gen Sisavat in his capacity as 
chairman of the Government-owned Kamphaengphet 
Vientiane Construction Co. The construction company 
will liaise with the Thai counterpart. 


The source said a preliminary agreement was reached 
after two meetings in Vientiane. He said the first meeting 
was initiated prior to the border conflict which began 
late last year. 


Friendship Argo Industry and Trading was set up last 
March by several leading businessmen including Dr At, 
who is also vice president of the C.P. Group, and 
ex-Cabinet members like Wong Phonnikon and Prida 
Kannasok. 
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The source described the talks on the two-way trade 
cooperation as satisfactory, adding the Thai company 
had already informed the Thai Government about the 
planned venture with Laos. 


The source said the five projects agreed to included the 
agricultural, manufacturing, tourism, forestry and live- 
stock industries. The total investment needed for all five 
projects is expected to exceed 1,000 million baht. 


He said the giant agroindustrial conglomorate, Charoen 
Phokkaphan [CP] Group, would play a vital role in the 
agricultural project by providing advisors on farm tech- 
nology and the procurement of breeding stock, seedlings 
and fertilisers for key crops like soybean, maize, castor 
seed, mung bean, and cashew nuts. 


The source said the farm production would be partly 
exported to Thailand for processing or further export. 


The Laotians would like the Thai firm to set up small 
and medium size manufacturing factories using old Thai 
machinery as the standards at existing factories have 
been described as declining. 


The Laotians also apparently want help to develop 
tourism attractions and businesses, like hotels and 
related facilities, in order to earn more foreign exchange. 


They proposed that the Thai firm be given a monopoly 
to bring foreign tourists in from Thailand on package 
tours. 


The source also said the Thai firm would be given a 
forestry concession to fell trees and establish a furniture 
factory whose products could be sold within Laos and 
Thailand. 


The source said the Laotians would also like the Thai 
firm to provide expertise on raising livestock like cattle 
and poultry. 


The CP Group will be responsible for handling the 
agro-business and livestock projects, while the rest will 
be implemented by other shareholders who have exper- 
tise in these fields. 


The source said all projects would be implemented either 
in Vientiane or Luang Prabang. 


Despite the unresolved border conflict between the two 
countries, the source said he was confident it would not 
affect the massive investment planned. 


“They (the Laotians) badly need Thailand for its eco- 
nomic development,” he said. ““They have given us more 
priority than Japan and Vietnam which have also 
attempted to enter this country by providing economic 
advice.” 
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The source said the two sides were drafting a agreement 
which was expected to be signed this year. 


Sitthi Responds to GSP Recommendation 
BK190053 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
19 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday 
responded cautiously to the recommendation by the U.S. 
interagency sub-committee on Wednesday that no cuts 
be made un Thailand’s privileges under the Generalised 
System of Preferences (GSP) this year. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said he hopes President 
Ronald Reagan, who by law holds discretionary power 
on the matter until April |, would decide in favour of 
Thailand. 


The foreign minister said he did not want to comment 
too much on the issue since there has not yet been any 
formal confirmation of the final decision by the U.S. 
president. 


He considered the agency's recommendation, which 
raised no objection from U.S. Trade Representative 
Cayton Yeutter, good news and welcomed it. 


In recommending that Thailand’s GSP privileges not be 
cut this year, the agency qualified the decision by saying 
that this was “pending further developments on copy- 
rights and issues involving market access.” 


Commenting on the pharmaceutical patent issue, the 
foreign minister said Thailand needs time to consider 
the issue. 


Thailand proposed during Prime Minister's Office Min- 
ister Arun Phanuphong’s March visit to Washington that 
Thailand be given five years to study and work on the 
issue. 


Comments on U.S. Protectionism, Candidates 
BK220159 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
22 Mar 88 p 4 


{Editorial: “A Step Backwards for Protectionism’’] 


[Text] After a strong early start in the US presidential 
primaries Congressman Richard Gephardt has fallen by 
the wayside in the Democratic race. In the Republican 
race George Bush has recovered from a very poor start so 
that he is now virtually assured of securing his party's 
nomination. Gephardt was clearly the most protectionist 
candidate of the Int while Bush, who has still to show a 
distinctive character, promises to carry on Reagan's 
policies in resisting protection. Thankfully, the US elec- 
torate does not seem to be buying protectionist policies 
this year. 
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All things are relative. America is still locked in trade 
disputes with Japan, the European Community (EC), 
Taiwan, South Korea and so on while seeking to lock up 
the supply of grain to Russia, at American prices rather 
than wo.id prices. But amid all the shouting there is 
some progress. 


In the GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) 
Uruguay Round of talks on agriculture America has 
joined forces with the Cairns Group of agricultural 
exporting nations, including Thailand, in pushing for 
rapid progress on a broad front. Proposals for liberalisa- 
tion have been made by most of the major players in 
agricultural trade. Rapid progress is being blocked by 
disagreement between the America/Cairns Group and 
the EC and Japan. The EC and Japanese arguments are 
different and call for separate solutions. 


While the America/Cairns Group wants agreement to 
phase out all trade-distorting subsidies, the EC wants a 
series of short-term measures dealing with specific sec- 
tors, such as cereals or dairy products, before seeking 
comprehensive and long-term solutions. While this gives 
ample scope for arguments, it is probably not a major 
problem. The 12-nation EC, in seeking to cater for its 
members divergent interests, always proceeds in a slow, 
haggling fashion rather than making sweeping changes. 
In the GATT talks it is carrying its internal workings into 
a wider forum. The solution is persistent pressure. While 
irritating and frustrating it will, ultimately, succeed. 


Japan appears to support freedom in export trade, but at 
the same time seeks to allow protection in import trade. 
Export subsidies should be abolished, but domestic 
subsidies and other barriers to imports should be 
allowed. This makes for a balancing act that can only be 
performed by a high-cost agricultural producer that 
simply wants to protect its domestic agriculture from 
competition. Japan is for international free trade in 
agriculture, but does not wish to be a part of it. 


Japan’s problem is much the more difficult of the two. 
The solution probably lies in American pressure on the 
whole problem of their bilateral trade. The fact that 
Japan has been forced into a lonely corner, however, 
shows how far talks have progressed. 


There is effective agreement in principle that export 
subsidies should end, that the EC and America should no 
longer dump vast amounts of surplus produce on world 
markets and exports should be based on genuine com- 
petitiveness. The argument has now moved to domestic 
markets and their complex array of farm support and 
import-restricting measures. Having progressed so far, 
the talks are now on new ground. Some respite is 
inevitable while this is explored and the laggards catch 
up. But catch up they will. 


A protectionist American administration would throw a 
political spanner in the works, offering excuses for the 
EC to carry on its haggling and for Japan to reply in 
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agricultural kind to American actions against Japan's 
industrial products. It will be well into the next admin- 
istration before a solution is reached, but the chances of 
getting there have increased. 


Briefs 


February Trade With Laos 


Nong Khai—The Thai-Lao border trade in February this 
year amounted to 39,267,303 baht, according to a com- 
merce official in this northeastern province checkpoint. 
Provincial commerce official Somphon Yutitham said Thai- 
land gained a surplus of 6,102,832 baht. Thailand exported 
rice, tapioca flour, sugar, construction equipment and steel 
pipe worth 27,685,067 baht and imported logs, timber and 
paper valued at 11,582,235 baht. Thailand also collected 
customs tax on items exported from various countries to 
Laos and vice versa through this checkpoint worth 
37,433,150 baht, he said. [Text] [BK220237 Bangkok THE 
NATION in English 22 Mar 88 p 4] 


Market Opens at Site 2 Camp 


Tapraya, Prachin Buri—The first legal market was offi- 
cially opened yesterday in Site 2 encampment close to 
the Kampuchean border in this eastern district. To 
regulate the trading, no professional trader is allowed to 
enter the encampment—only border villagers in Tapraya 
are permitted in the market. The Supreme Command 
will also set up a check point in front of the market to 
regulate Thai merchants who will trade with the Khmers. 
[Excerpts] [BK220213 Bangkok THE NATION in 
English 22 Mar 88 p 2} 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Note Proposes Talks With PRC 
BK230532 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] On 23 March 1988, our Foreign Ministry’s first 
vice minister, Dinh Nho Liem, received Chinese Ambas- 
sador Li Shichun, and handed him a note from the SRV 
Foreign Ministry to the PRC Foreign Ministry. 


The note says: 


On 17 March 1988, the SRV Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
sent a note to the PRC Foreign Ministry proposing that 
the two countries’ governments should hold talks to 
settle differences regarding the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago as well as other questions of dispute 
between the two countries, including the border and 
Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago, and that in the mean- 
time both sides should pledge not to use force to settle 
disputes. 
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The aforesaid proposal responds to the aspirations of the 
two peoples of Vietnam and China, and receives the 
sympathy of broad segments of public opinion in South- 
east Asia and the world. 


Pursuant to the aforementioned note, the SRV Govern- 
ment proposes that the two countries’ governments 
should appoint foreign ministerial or vice-ministerial 
representatives to hold talks in Beijing at the earliest date 
to be agreed upon by both sides. 


The Vietnamese side expects the Chinese side to reply to 
this proposal promptly. 


On 23 March 1988, while handing our Foreign Mini- 
stry’s note to the Chinese foreign ministry, First Foreign 
Vice Minister Dinh Nho Liem called the attention of 
Chinese ambassador to Vietnam Li Shichun to the point 
that the Chinese side should keep the Chinese Govern- 
ment’s promise not to let its warships intercept our 
lifeboats engaged in rescuing our sailors on the three 
freighters set ablaze by China in the Sinh Ton Islands of 
the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


Foreign Ministry Letter to PRC Given to UN 
BK211504 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] On the afternoon of 21 March at the UN Head- 
quarters in New York, UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar received Comrade Nguyen Binh Thanh, 
acting head of the SRV permanent mission to the inter- 
national body. 


During the meeting Comrade Nguyen Binh Thanh 
handed to the secretary general the letter dated 21 March 
1988 from our Foreign Ministry to its Chinese counter- 
part and requested that he circulate these two documents 
{as heard] as official documenis of the UN General 
Assembly and its Security Council. 


Comrade Nguyen Binh Thanh expressed to the UN 
secretary general Vietnam’s goodwill and its desire to 
resolve its differences and disputes with China through 
negotiations. 


The UN secretary general welcomed Vietnam's proposal 
for settling cisputes through negotiations and expressed 
his readiness to do his utmost to promote early talks 
between Vietnam and China. 


Mr Ahmed, deputy UN secretary general and special 
representative of the UN secretary general for humani- 
tarian issues in Southeast Asia was also present et the 
meeting. 
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UN General Assembly Marks Death of Pham Hung 
BK211420 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] On 18 March at the UN Headquarters in New 
York, the 42d session of the UN General Assembly 
continued to meet and study a report on the relations 
between the host country and the United Nations in view 
of the U.S. decision to close down the office of the PLO 
permanent mission to the United Nations in New York. 


Opening the session, President of the 42d UN General 
Assembly Florin of the FRG [as heard], declared a minute of 
silence in memory of the late Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers Pham Hung who had just passed away. 


Then, UN General Javier Perez de Cuellar addressed the 
meeting. He recalled the revolutionary life of Chairman 
Pham Hung and praised highly his role in our country’s 
national liberation struggle. He stressed: It is obvious 
that Chairman Pham Hung’s capabilities and efforts will 
be a great source of encouragement for his successors. 


Comrade Nguyen Thanh Binh, acting head of our 
nation’s mission to the United Nations, addressed the 
assembly. She thanked the UN General Assembly for its 
solemn memorial service for the late Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, as well as for all the messages of 
condolences and fine sentiments that the UN secretary 
general and the international delegations have extended 
to Chairman Pham Hung and our entire people. 


Hanoi Cites Bangkok Papers on Trade Issue 
BK230853 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[“Sampling of Public Opinions Urging Thailand To 
Reconsider its Relations with Vietnam”) 


[Text] The BANGKOK POST said that the law on 
foreign investment in Vietnam shows the new and open 
external economic policy of Vietnam. The Thai newspa- 
per further said that there is no doubt Vietnam's first 
offer to businessmen will be given with open arms. Any 
foreigner who has money or expertise can invest in 
Vietnam. Under the law, all applications for investment 
in Vietnam will be replied within 3 months. The BANG- 
KOK POST also said that Vietnam's new investment 
law promises tax exemption which is currently impossi- 
ble in other countries in Southeast Asia. In several fields, 
an investor can enjoy tax exemption in the first 2 years 
and tax reduction in the following 2 years. The loss can 
be registered in tax book for up to 5 years. The law also 
guarantees the transfer of investors’ profits to their 
countries. 


Another Thai paper, SIAM RAT, recently said that the 
Thai Government should reconsider its relations with 
Vietnam and other Indochinese countries and readjust 
the present policy to avoid losses on the part of Thailand. 


FBIS-EAS-88-056 
23 March 1988 


Under the title “Thailand Will Miss the Train,” the Thai 
paper NATION said that we cannot speak about ASEAN 
common line on the Kampuchean issue when Thailand 
calls for economic embargo against Vietnam and Singa- 
pore is a trade partner of Vietnam. Thailand’s hesitation 
on the Vietnam-Indonesia commercial relations cannot 
reverse the trend of commercial development between 
Vietnam and the noncommunist world. Despite govern- 
ment pressure, the Asian business circles still decided to 
trade with Vietnam. A Thai company has set up its office 
in Ho Chi Minh City. If other companies do not do the 
same, Thailand may lose an opening market. 


In an article entitled “Thailand’s Dilemma Toward 
Vietnam Only Harms Itself,” the NATION said for 
many years, despite the government's hesitation, many 
Thai businessmen have come to Vietnam to trade and 
set up joint ventures with Vietnam. During 1987, the 
paper noted, many Thai businessmen came to Vietnam. 


Another Thai paper, NAEO NA, quoted a Thai Foreign 
Ministry official as saying that Thailand should trade 
with Vietnam. Economic sanctions to Vietnam and 
Kampuchea will get to nowhere. The U.S., Japan, and 
Singapore are still trading with Vietnam. Thailand's 
hard line will gain it nothing. The same paper said that 
economic relation with Vietnam is beneficial! for Thai- 
land, both politically and commercially. 


NHAN DAN Editorial on Lao Party Anniversary 
BK220710 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 21 Mar 88) 


[22 March NHAN DAN editorial: “The Militant Van- 
guard Brigade Of The Lao Revolution”’] 


[Text] The LPRP, the glorious militant vanguard brigade 
of the fraternal Lao people, is 33 years old today. The 
birth of the LPRP on 22 March 1955 in accordance with 
a resolution of the Indochinese Communist Party was an 
important political event in the history of the Lao nation 
as it opened up a bright future for the Lao revolution. 


Under the glorious banner of the LPRP, over the past 33 
years the Lao people have carried out a persistent 
struggle, smashing the ruling yokes of imperialist, colo- 
nialist, and lackey reactionary forces one after another, 
founding the LPDR, and ushering the country into an 
era of total independence and freedom in the advance 
toward socialism. 


The Lao people’s cause of national construction and 
defense has regularly scored brilliant achievements. The 
revolutionary administration has been more and more 
firmly consolidated at all levels and has become an 
administration of the people. The national economy has 
achieved constant growth. In 1987, the volume of grain 
was twice that of 1975 and many industrial and handi- 
craft establishments exceeded the state plan target by 2 
percent [as heard]. Cultural, educational, and public 
health undertakings have scored numerous great 
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achievements. The recent Boten victory has served to 
underline the determination and capabilities of the Lao 
Army and people to defend their territorial sovereignty. 
They are strong enough to foil all the schemes of hostile 
forces and to bring their revolutionary undertaking into 
constant play. 


In the world arena, implementing a foreign policy of 
independence, sovereignty, and peace, the LPDR, 
together with the SRV and the PRK, has, with a high 
sense of responsibility and goodwill, taken many initia- 
lives aimed at a peaceful and early solution to the 
Cambodian question and ensuring peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. These persistent efforts are creating the 
possibility of breaking the years-long deadlock and open- 
ing negotiations for solving outstanding questions in the 


region. 


The initiatives of the LPDR aimed at solving its dispute 
with Thailand through negotiation have further bur- 
nished the foreign policy of peace of the party and 
government of Laos. The initial results of the Lao-Thai 
talks serve as a basis for correctly solving the outstanding 
questions between the two countries in the traditional 
spirit of friendship between them. 


At present all the Lao peuple, with their dynamic, 
creative, and renovative spirit, are enthusiastically striv- 
ing to implement the tasks laid down by the the Fourth 
LPRP Congress in order to build a new, bountiful and 
happy life, foil all the enemy's sabotage and divisive 
schemes, and steadily advance along the road toward 
socialism. 


The LPRP and the CPV are as two close brothers who 
are of the same origin, are like-minded, and share the 
same struggle for national independence, freedom, and 
socialism. 


Throughout the past half a century since the birth of the 
Indochinese Communist Party—which was founded and 
trained by Chairman Ho Chi Minh—the communists 
and the peoples of the two countries have always stood 
shoulder to shoulder, shared the same combat trenches, 
and lived and died together in the struggle against their 
common enemy for the sake of the triumph of each 
country’s revolution. 


Through various ordeals, the relations of militant soli- 
darity and all-round cooperation between Vietnam and 
Laos as well as between Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia— 
built with flesh and blood—are developing ever more 
vigorously into an invincible strength of the revolutions 
of the three fraternal countries which no enemies can 
break. 


On the occasion of this glorious anniversary, we would 
like to wish the fraternal Lao people, led by the LPRP 
with esteemed Comrade General Secretary Kaysone 
Phomvihan as its head, ever greater successes in their 
great cause for a peaceful, independent, unified, and 
socialist Laos. 
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May the special relations between Vietnam and Laos last 
forever. 


Le Duc Anh Greets MPR Army’s Anniversary 
BK 180238 Hanoi VNA in English 1532 GMT 
17 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 17—Hanoi VNA March 17— 
General Le Duc Anh, minister of national defence, has 
sent his greetings to Senior-Lieutenant General Jams- 
rangiyn Yondon, Mongeiian minister of defence, on the 
occasion of the 67th anniversary of the Mongolian 
People’s Army. 


Over the past decades, under the leadership of the 
Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Part;, the Mongolian 
People’s Army has accomplished its historical task of 
liberating and defending the country while actively con- 
tributing to the safeguarding of world peace. 


The Vietnamese people and Army rejoice at the growing 
friendship, militant solidarity and cooperation between 
the two peoples and the two armies. 


CPV Greets Canadian Communist Party Congress 
BK191609 Hanoi VNA in English 1518 GMT 
19 Mar 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 19—The Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam today sent its warm 
greetings to the 27th Congress of the Canadian Commu- 
nist Party. 


The message said: 


“Although working in difficult conditions, the Canadian 
Communist Party has always played an active role in the 
common struggle of the Canadian people for democratic 
liberties and national sovereignty, against U.S. imperial- 
ism’s monopoly over the economy and politics in Can- 
ada, for making Canada a nuclear-free zone, and for 


applying an external policy of peace. 


“The Communist Party and people of Vietnam fully 
support your just struggle and believe that in the light of 
the resolution of this congress, your party will be consol- 
idated and will obtain new successes”. 


In conclusion, the message expressed the wish for further 
consolidation and development of the solidarity and 
friendship between the two parties. 


Nguyen Van Linh Thanks Veteran for Invention 
BK210849 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] On 17 March, Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, gen- 
eral secretary of the CPV Central Committee, sent a 
letter to Comrade Le Duc Loi of Khe Tai hamlet, Cu Khe 
village, Thanh Oai District, Ha Son Binh Province. The 
content of the letter is as follows: 
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| have received your letter and learned about your efforts 
in conducting research, improving the design, and then 
manufacturing, a plow thal proves to be very effective in 
soil preparation of different kinds of ricefields and your 
thoughtfulness in presenting it as a gift to the party and 


people. 


| highly appreciate your hard work, perseverance, and 
creativity in the past 20 years or more. It is my hope that 
with the spirit of an ordnance soldier and a war invalid 
who did everything to serve the people, and with the 
skills of a grade 7.7 technician, you will continue to 
utilize your talent fully and work together with the local 
people in further developing agricultural production, 
thus making our dream of making our people rich and 
our nation strong come true. 


I hope that all concerned organs, both at the central and 
local levels, will do their best in assisting Comrade Loi in 
his efforts to devise many more machines of even greater 
value ‘n support agricultural production. 


Please accept my expressions of gratitude and best 
wishes for good health and happiness to you and your 
family. 


Yo Van Kiet Attends Domestic Trade Conference 
BK191418 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] Dear friends: The domestic trade sector organized 
a conference in Hanoi between 15 and 17 March to 
evaluate the initial results of efforts to shift its trade 
services to socialist business accounting. 


Much valuable experience has been derived from the 
actual operations of grassroots units where a close link 
has been established between purchasing and selling, 
beteween planning and market research, and between 
production and circulation. 


Inste id of depending on supplies from vegetable produc- 
ers, the Ho Chi Minh City Vegetable Corporation has 
tried to become self-sufficient in most of its investments 
in vegetable-growing facilities. As a result, it can take the 
initiative in purchasing vegetables and arranging con- 
sumption and export services, have foreign currency to 
import fertilizers and insecticides, and make more 
investments, thus contributing to increasing the vegeta- 
ble-growing area from several hundred hectares to 4,000- 
5,000 hectares. The quantity of vegetables purchased has 
increased with each passing day: more than 70,000 
tonnes for 1987 and a targeted amount of 90,000 tonnes 
for 1988. 


Acting in accordance with the principle of using profits 
from the sale of vegetables to promote vegetable cultiva- 
tion, the corporation gives stores the right to sign con- 
tracts with vegetable producers so the latter can increase 
their income, thus creating conditions for them to stick 
to their businesses. 
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Various trade units and marketing cooperatives in Hai- 
phong; the Trade Corporation of the 10th Precinct in Ho 
Chi Minh City; the Thai Thuy Trade Corporation of 
Thai Binh Province, and the trade sector of Quang 
Nam-Danang and Ha Bac Provinces also contributed a 
number of valuable expericnces they learned from their 
actual efforts to purchase products, to contro! the sources 
of goods, to conduct research on consumer demand, to 
accumulate shares, to increase capital, and to lower 
transportation fees. 


The participants in the conference worked out additional 
practical measures for helping a number of localities— 
particularly in mountainous areas, the Western High- 
lands, and remote areas in the Mekong River Delta— 
overcome the situation in which goods are still of low 
quality and trade services are poorly organized and 
unable to meet consumer demand. 


The conference emphasized the need to expand com- 
bined trade services in order to use profits from one kind 
of goods to make up for the losses incurred by another. 
This way, the sector may continually increase the quan- 
tity and quality of goods. The conference also pointed 
out the importance of efforts to forestall such negative 
phenomena as authoritarianism, corruption, misappro- 
priation, collusion with private dealers, and distribution 
of goods among the trade sector itself, as well as the need 
to further strengthen market management in order to 
check the activities of dishonest business people, specu- 
lators, and smugglers. 


Comrade Vo Van Kiet, acting che‘rman of the Council 
of Ministers, addressed the conference. The comrade 
emphasized the following three points: 


First, it is necessary to understand market demand and 
to shift the trade sector from the system of centralized 
bureaucraticism and state subsidies to business account- 
ing principles with the commodity economy being the 
goal. To this end, we must necessarily grasp the market 
and its demand. 


The new managemeni system calls for us to give the most 
important place to our consumers, that is to say, to our 
customers. It is necessary to study their demands and to 
try by every means to meet them satisfactorily. 


If in production we have switched from the mode of 
producing solely as dictated by plan to a new mode, that 
is, producing according to market demands as reflected 
in mandatory norms and orders for goods, then in the 
domain of goods circulation we must also strongly shift 
from distributing goods as directed by plan to buying 
and selling goods according to market demands. This is 
an embodiment of the close link between plan and 
market or, in other words, an application of the basic 
economic law of socialism. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Second, in the organization of goods circulation and of 
trading activities, the domestic trade sector should strive 
to clearly prove itself a sector that really performs 
business functions and not an administrative organ. 
More specifically, it must reorganize the sysiem of trade 
corporations, especially marketing cooperatives, special- 
ized corporations, and general trading corporations. It 
must strive to organize the fastest possible circulation of 
commodities, reduce the the number of intermediary 
links and administrative echelons, create the most favor- 
able conditions possible for customers to buy and sell, 
and reduce unnecessary and troublesome formalities. 


In this respect, we still have several problems to resolve, 
and several shortcomings to overcome. Naturally, there 
is the problem of prices. This is also a problem that the 
Standing Committee of the Council of Ministers is 
studying and striving to resolve. It is imperative that the 
party resolutions on pricing policy be correctly imple- 
mented. As far as the domestic trade sector is concerned, 
there must be different prices consistently set by the 
state. [as heard] However, there must also be negotiated 
prices decided by buyers and sellers themselves. Thus, 
prices will be determined in a very flexible manner, and 
this also is an indispensable condition for trading units 
to take up the system of business accounting and exert 
their right to autonomy. 


Yet, even here, at any rate the state is still accountable to 
consumers. Therefore, one cannot use market accep- 
tance as an excuse for arbitrarily fixing and inflating 
prices, including in the state-run trade sector. Hence the 
problem of market control and management. This is a 
task related to many sectors and fields of work. However, 
in its Capacity as the biggest trader, the state-run trade 
sector must have a positive ‘fluence on this question. It 
must clearly show leadership in various respects regard- 
ing the quality of service given to customers, including 
the application of appropriate prices. At the same time, 
it musi fulfill its role in market management through the 
application of its own pricing system. Naturally, here we 
must take into account the role in state management 
played by the trade organs in their capacity as state 


organs. 


Third, with regard to trade cadres and personnel, in 
switching to the system of business accounting we must 
absolutely have a contingent of cadres suited to this 
system. For this reason, we must renovate the cadre 
utilization, training, and promotion system. We must do 
our utmost to encourage those who are sufficiently 
endowed with capabilities and qualities to meet the new 
requirements. Concerning trade personnel—be they in 
the service charged with buying agricultural food prod- 
ucts or industrial goods, or in the area of direct sale of 
consumer goods to the people—if we have determined 
that consumers are the most important beneficiary of 
our service, then we must absolutely renovate our atti- 
tude and style of service. This is aimed at translating the 
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slogan “Let’s make the customers happy when they 
come, satisfied when they leave” into something more 
tangible than a mere exhortation. 


Le Duc Anh Addresses Army Youth Congress 
BK170531 Hanoi TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese Jan 88 pp 10-17 


[**Address by Senior General Le Duc Anh, deputy secre- 
tary of the Military Commission of the party Central 
Committee and minister of national defense, at the 
Third All-Army Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union 
Congress on 17 November 1987" 


[Text] Dear comrades, congress: Over the past few days, 
we have been very happy to attend, together with you 
comrades, the Third All-Army Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union Congress, to hear you speak, and to 
immerse ourselves in the dynamic atmosphere brimming 
with the vitality and revolutionary zeal of youth. 


Since Resolution 26 of the Fifth Political Bureau was 
issued, the youth movement in the Army as well as the 
leadership of youth party organization at all levels in the 
Army has undergone a new step of development, espe- 
cially in the process of holding youth union congresses 
from the grass roots to the all-Army level. 


On behalf of the Military Commission of the party 
Central Committee and the Ministry of National 
Defense, I express my firm belief that in the flush of their 
advance, fully imbued with the spirit of renovation of 
the sixth national party congress, and with their youth- 
ful, dynamic, and creative will for progress, the young 
people in the Army will certainly further develop their 
role as a revolutionary assault force and will, together 
with the entire Army, outstandingly fulfill the great tasks 
entrusted by the party and the state. I wish the Third 
All-Army Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Con- 
gress great success. 


In this congress, we have the honor of warmly welcoming 
and greeting three heroic mothers representing all the 
heroic Vietnamese mothers who have given birth and 
brought up their beloved sons and daughters for the 
fatherland, have bequeathed to them the fine character 
and traditions of the Vietnamese nation, and have 
always been ready to give up their children for the cause 
of national liberation, for the defense of the socialist 
Vietnamese homeland, and for the fulfillm: .t of inter- 
national duties. 


The presence of the members of the Central Higiiands 
Young Army Cadet School has added to “he joyous 
ainjosphere of the congress. It is the wish of our congress 
chat all the children and teenagers in the Central High- 
lands and throughout the country will study and train 
well, prove themselves worthy of being “Uncle Ho’s 
good nieces and nephews,” and stand ready to follow in 
the footsteps of their forebears by joining the Army to 
detend the fatherland. 
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We are proud to welcome the delegates of Army youth 
from the border areas, from the offshore islands, and 
from friendly Laos and Cambodia who have overcome 
numerous difficulties and hardships and have made 
untold sacrifices to fulfill their task of defending the 
borders of the fatherland and to discharge their lofty 
international duties. 


Our congress welcomes: 


—Three heroes of the Armed Forces who represent the 
various heroic generations of the Vietnamese people’s 
Armed Forces; 


—The comrade leaders of the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union and the Vietnam Women’s Union: 


—And the delegates from various organizations inside 
and outside the Army who are present at this all-Army 
youth union congress, thereby giving great encourage- 
ment to the young people in the Army. 


Dear comrades and friends, 


We are elated to hear the many delegates speak out on 
the true situation of young people and youth work and 
make many important suggestions about youth work, the 
activities of youth unions, and the leadership provided 
for the youths by party organizations at all levels in the 
Army. We welcome these suggestions as they reflect the 
responsibility, ardor, and intellect of the youth toward 
youth work and toward the leadership provided for them 
in the Army party organizations and the Military Com- 
mission of the party Central Committee. 


Today, may I, on behalf of the Military Commission of 
the party Central Committee and the Ministry of 
National Defense, talk to the youths about some issues 
that are now of particular concern to Army youth unions, 
as well as Army party organizations. 


Based on the realities of combat, combat readiness, 
productive labor, and the international duty of our 
Army, and through the youth union congresses held at 
various levels and today’s All-Army Youth Union Con- 
gress, we affirm that although certain aspects remain to 
be resolutely overcome, generally speaking, the Army 
youths have, in the revolution’s new stage, clearly dis- 
played their strong points and have always developed 
their role as the party’s revolutionary assault force in all 
spheres of work. They have stood ready to surmount all 
difficulties, hardships, and trials, and to make sacrifices 
in combat for national defense and fulfillment of inter- 
national duty. They have actively engaged in productive 
labor and national construction, and enthusiastically 
undertaken studies and work assignments, thereby mak- 
ing worthy contributions to the successful fulfillment of 
all tasks entrusted to them by the party and state. 
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The youth union congresses at all levels in the Army have 
reflected the spirit of renovation set forth by the sixth party 
congress by looking squarely at the truth, ensuring democ- 
racy and openness, and conducting direct, straightforward, 
open-minded, and fair talks between youths and Jeading 
cadres at all levels. This is proof of a change in youth 
motivation work and in the leadership provided to Army 
youths by party organizations. 


Along with holding discussions and contributing sugges- 
tions to the Draft Political Report and the Draft Amend- 
ment of the Youth Union Statutes prepared by the Ho 
Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee, 
the youth union congresses from the grass-roots units up 
to the all-Army level have discussed important issues 
related to youth work in the Army. It is the desire of 
youths in the Army to see party committee leading 
cadres at all levels renovate their thinking, points of 
view, and leadership style; stay close to youths and pay 
attention to their legitimate aspirations; and create con- 
ditions for them to develop their revolutionary role and 
make greater contributions to the struggle to build the 
Armed Forces, consolidate national defense, and protect 
the fatherland. It is the youth’s desire to see leading 
cadres and all cadres and party members set shining 
examples for them to follow. It is their desire to have 
party committee echelons, commanders, and political 
organs at all levels pay greater attention to youth work, 
care for youth union organizations and activities at the 
grass-roots level, and build and improve the contingent 
of party cadres. It is their desire to have the party, state, 
Armed Forces, and administration at all levels pay 
greater attention to training and preparing youths so they 
can set their minds at ease and satisfactorily fulfill their 
military service. Efforts should be made to create 
employment opportunities for youths after they finish 
their active military service. This way, they will be able 
to normalize their everyday life and continue to develop 
their assault role in national construction and defense.... 


These are burning issues of strategic significance that 
have been raised directly and urgently by youths in the 
Army. The Military Commission of the party Central 
Committee and the Ministry of National Defense take 
note of these issues and consider a number of them to be 
tasks that must be carried out immediately—first, by 
par’y organizations, commanders, and political organs at 
all le vels—so as to meet youths’ legitimate demands and 
create conditions for youths to vigorously develop their 
role in the revolutionary undertaking and turn them- 
selves into new socialist people. 


The issues—such as evaluating the actual situation of youth 
and youth work, party leadership over youth work, and the 
orientation of Army youth work in the period ahead—raised 
in the General Political Department’s report have been 
reviewed by the Military Commission of the party Central 
Committee and appropriate conclusions have been drawn. 
It is hoped that after this congress, these issues will be 
widely disseminated, deeply studied, and fully implemented 
in party and youth union organizations, and among cadres, 
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party members, youth union members, youths.... This will 
surely bring about a new change, and a step of strong 
development in the youth movement and youth motivation 
work in our Army. 


Today, | will not repeat these issues, but will deal only 
with some general problems concerning youth, leading 
cadres, and commanders in the Army. This is our 
heartfelt advice for the current young generation in our 
Army; it is also a manifestation of the older generation’s 
responsibility toward youth. 


A movement of “Army youths to live up to the name of 
‘Uncle Ho's soldier’”’ is being initiated among youths in 
the Army. This is a very appropriate, important, and 
practical measure for restoring and developing the rev- 
olutionary nature, fine traditions, and militant strength 
of our Armed Forces. The youth union congresses at all 
levels have discussed the issue very seriously and enthu- 
siastically. This is the earnest expectation of our people 
and party, and the serious thought of the vast majority of 
our cadres, party members, and youth union members in 
the Army. May I take this opportunity to share a few 
thoughts regarding the above-mentioned problem with 
you, the outstanding representatives of our present-day 
young officers and men. 


During the August Revolution, as well as throughout the 
two anti-French and anti-U.S. wars of resistance, our 
people, young and old, from the jungles and mountains 
of Viet Bac to the marshes of Dong Thap were all deeply 
impressed by the image of Uncle Ho’s soldiers and 
reserved their finest and most loving and affectionate 
sentiments for them. 


“Uncle Ho’s soldier” is not a name invented and given 
to our military personnel by our Army itself, nor is it 
conferred upon our Army by the state. Instead, it has 
originated from the heart of every Vietnamese. 


The VPA has been organized, educated, and trained by 
the party and Uncle Ho. Our Army, which comprises the 
sons and brothers of the Vietnamese laboring people of 
different nationalities, originated from, and fought for, 
the people. It is a new type of army bearing working class 
characteristics. It is magnificently brave, humble, sim- 
ple, candid, gentle, and faithful, and always acts in line 
with the shining examples set by the great, respected and 
beloved Uncle Ho. 


Since its founding, our Army has—through the various 
stages of the revolution, in difficult or favorable times 
and at the turning points of the revolution—always 
remained loyal to the country, faithful to the party, and 
filial to the people: absolutely submitted itself to the 
leadership of the party Central Committee; and has 
stood ready to fight and make sacrifices for the goals and 
ideals of the party and to carry out successfully all tasks 
entrusted to it by the party, state, and people. 
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Our Army, which is made up of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers,” 
always serves the people faithfully and wins their hearts 
and minds. It honors the elderly, loves children, respects 
women, and never intimidates the people nor takes 
anything from them, but always stands ready to give 
them a helping hand. The relationship of the Army to the 
people is just like that of fish to water. 


Faced with the enemies of our people, whether they are 
the aggressive imperialist chieftains or the expansionist, 
reactionary...forces, members of our Army stand ready 
to fight them and to spare no sacrifices, being deter- 
mined to fight and win for the sake of the fatherland’s 
independence and freedom, socialism, and the happiness 
of the people. 


As far as comrades in arms and other comrades are 
concerned, they love each other as if they were born of 
the same parents and always remain united, help one 
another, and share joy and sorrow. Cadres love combat- 
ants under their charge, share their difficult problems, 
and pay attention to their daily meals, sleeping hours, 
progress, and development. They maintain a democrat- 
ic, equal, and friendly attitude toward their subordinates 
who, in turn, respect them and consider them to be their 
brothers and sisters, seriously implement all orders and 
instructions given by their commanders, and observe a 
strict self-imposed discipline. 


As far as their friends are concerned, members of our 
Army uphold the lofty spirit of proletarian internation- 
alism, remain faithful to their friends, and spare no 
sacrifices while fighting for the latter’s revolutionary 
cause «, for the happiness of their people, considering 
that “by helping their friends, they are helping them- 
selves.” 


The image of “Uncle Ho’s soldier” also constitutes a fine 
example of someone who pursues an ideal in life, leads a 
simple life, and is humble, impartial, honest, and 
Straightforward; who studies hard and enthusiastically 
seeks progress; who is a civilized, polite, and compas- 
sionate person; who respects his parents and cherishes 
friendship and love; and who renders service to all, 
assumes difficult tasks, and leaves easy ones to his 
friends. 


“Uncle Ho’s soldiers” are a cause of pride for our party 
and people, the models for revolutionary soldiers, and 
exemplars of the personality of new men whom the 
party, Uncle Ho, and the people have strenuously edu- 
cated and fostered. They represent a spiritual value and 
a noble ethical quality—a fine achievement recorded by 
previous generations of Army youth. They are also the 
crystallization of the noble qualities of the working class 
and the fine traditions of the Vietnamese nation, which 
are manifesied by the VPA. 


However, it is regrettable that during the past year or so, 
the image of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers” has not been what it 
used to be. Faced with the complicated developments of 
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the struggle between the two paths in the initial stage of 
the transitional period, and faced with the enemy’s 
many-sided attack, the difficulties of life. and the short- 
comings and mistakes of the party and state in socioeco- 
nomic and troop management, quite a lot of negative 
influences have appeared in the Army that affect the 
revolutionary nature and traditions of the Army and mar 
the image of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers.” 


The party Central Committee’s Military Commission 
and the Ministry of National Defense are primarily 
responsible for this painful fact. Then again, the party 
committees at all echelons, commanding cadres at all 
ranks, party cadres and members, and youths in our 
Army must also be held responsible for it. 


The task of restoring, consolidating, and strengthening 
the revolutionary nature of the Army constitutes a major 
element in the work of enhancing the political quality of 
the armed forces to a new, high level which the Political 
Bureau set forth in its resolution on the tasks of national 
defense. The party Central Committee’s Military Com- 
mission agrees on, and wholeheartedly supports, the 
movement to “make Army youths worthy of the title of 
‘Uncle Ho’s soldiers’’’, that has been initiated by Army 
youths mainly because this movement was launched at 
the right time and in the right direction to highlight the 
political responsibility of youths. It is hoped that Army 
youths, the core of whom are youth union members, will 
bring into full play their role of revolutionary assault in 
glorifying the image of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers” and make 
their great contributions to further enhance the revolu- 
tionary nature and combat strength of our Army. This is 
an extremely important requirement of the revolution 
and also the earnest hope of our party and people. 


Dear comrades, when the bamboo tree grows old, young 
shoots will sprout; this is the law of nature. Time goes by 
quickly; in a short time, the youth of this very generation 
and the outstanding young people now in the Army will 
become key commanding and leading cadres in various 
units and sectors and in various levels of our Army. 
Comrades, you must think fully and seriously about your 
responsibilities and those of your generation in building 
up the Army, consolidating national defense, and safe- 
guarding the fatherland, now and in the future. 


In the current stage, it is the ideal and the objective of the 
struggle of our entire party, people, and armed forces to 
successfully build socialism, firmly defend the socialist 
fatherland, and translate all socioeconomic targets and 
major policies laid down by the sixth party congress into 
realities in daily life. 


The enemy has not yet abandoned its strategy of weak- 
ening and then subjugating our country. It has frenziedly 
waged a war of sabotage against us in all fields and 
mapped out new steps for its military adventurism 
whenever the situation seemed to be in its favor. Our 
struggle for national defense is still subject to extraordi- 
nary complexity. Building socialism in the first stage of 
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the transitional period along the correct renovative and 
creative line set forth by the sixth party congress is also 
a difficult struggle, full of all kinds of ordeals. Mean- 
while, our present national and internationalist duties 
call for great efforts from our Army. 


This situation requires that our people’s armed forces— 
the core force of the entire people in the cause of 
consolidating national defense and protecting the father- 
land—remain very firm and strong. Youths in the Army 
must be extremely active and creative in all fields. 
Particularly, they must: 


—Unceasingly heighten their awareness of the revolu- 
tionary objectives and ideals, their fighting spirit, their 
vigilance, and their combat readiness; acquire good 
military knowledge and a sense of strict discipline: 


—Strenuously undergo training; study enthusiastically; 
hurry to enrich their knowledge; understand military 
technology clearly; and master the handling and main- 
tainance of weapons, equipment, and other technical 
apparatus available in their units. 


In these times, in building a regular and increasingly 
modern people’s revolutionary army, youths in the Army 
must surge conquer the peaks of science and technology 
and make worthy contributions to the Army’s building 
and combat tasks and to the consolidation of national 
defense. 


Compared to former generations of our Army youth, the 
present generation has a clear-cut advantage, namely 
their high level of education and relatively comprehen- 
sive knowledge. You, comrades, must bring this advan- 
tage into full play, turn it into a real asset in combat 
readiness training and combat, in work and productive 
labor, in research in military science and technology to 
support national defense... 


You must learn well in school and from books, and most 
important, you must continue to learn in real life, 
through combat readiness training, combat activities, 
productive labor, and work. You must learn from cadres 
and your comrades-in-arms:; learn at the various forums, 
drills, and observation tours organized by youths and by 
your units.... You must learn and learn, race against time 
to learn. These are the indispensable qualities of youths. 


You must actively work to contribute to national con- 
struction and improving the people’s standard of living. 


You must practice a healthy and simple life-style suited 
to the conditions of our Army and people. You must love 
labor, strive for progress, respect Army regulations and 
discipline and the state law, and develop self-respect, 
honesty, and modesty. You must adopt a civilized life- 
style and know how to handle your relationships cor- 
rectly in family, in society, among friends, in love, and 
among comrades in arms. You must live as a youth with 
an ideal, courageously struggle in defense of the truth, 
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and abandon the backward and selfish life-style which 
makes people fear to face difficulties, and, especially, 
you must reject a way of life characterized by pragma- 
tism and aimlessness which places personal interests 
above everything else and encourages people to run 
blindly after profits and material pleasures.... 


The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union in ihe Army 
must be the spearhead, the assault force, in carrying out 
the major campaign initiated by the Political Bureau to 
“purify party organizations and the state apparatus, 
enhance their militant strength, and make social rela- 
tions healthy,” and in struggling against negativism, 
promoting healthy living, and developing the fine way of 
life of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers.” 


The youth union is duty-bound to select and put forward 
its outstanding members for training to be officers. It 
must actively contribute to party development; to the 
building of pure, firm, and strong party organizations; 
and to the development of a pure, firm, and strong 
contingent of cadres. 


The aforementioned requirements for Army youths are 
aimed at at turning them into new socialist men and 
Outstanding young combatants and officers who fight 
well, perform efficiently, work arduously, and have the 
ability to fulfill their functions and tasks, and whole- 
heartedly devote their youthfulness to the Army’s con- 
struction and combat as well as to building up national 
defense and safeguarding the fatherland. Moreover, 
upon returning to their localities after completing their 
service in the regular Army, the youths will serve as the 
core of the mobilized reserve forces and of the all-people 
national defense system; and they will be prepared to 
rejoin the Army when needed. 


The role of the youth in general and of Army youth in 
particular is very important at the present stage. The 
responsibility of youths in the building and defending of 
the country is quite heavy. Youths must nurture the 
desire and ambition to reach new heights in promptly 
meeting the requirements of the revolution and the era. 


In our Army, the responsibility for assisting and guiding 
the youth unions and young people rests primarily with 
party organizations and the contingent of commanding 
and political cadres at all levels. It should be pointed out 
frankly that for many years now, awareness of this 
responsibility has been inadequate and, in some units, 
very weak. 


Youths at grass-roots units are the main target of lead- 
ership and command. Carrying out youth proselytizing 
work satisfactorily is a requirement of the task of 
enhancing the combat strength of the Armed Forces and, 
at the same time, a task of strategic significance in 
contributing to fostering and training youths into new 
socialist men—successors of the undertaking to build 
socialism successfully and defend the socialist Vietnam- 
ese fatherland firmly. 
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Party organizations, party committee echelons, and 
commanders at all levels must directly concern them- 
selves with making the youth unions firm and strong 
politically, ideologically, and organizationally, and with 
carefully guiding the activities of youths. 


Elder cadres—the generation of forerunners—must 
clearly realize their heavy responsibility toward the 
younger generation. They must pay even more attention 
to educating, fostering, and training the young people. 
Cadres must work closely with grass-roots units; main- 
tain a democratic, equal, and open dialogue with the 
youths; and listen attentively to their ideas, aspirations, 
and legitimate requests. By their own practical, realistic, 
and specific actions, they should create favorable condi- 
tions for stirring up revolutionary ardor, enthusiasm, 
dynamism, and creativity among the youths; and seek by 
every means to make it favorable for them to develop 
their rights to collective mastery and their assault role in 
all activities conducted by their units. Our Army has a 
very fine tradition of democracy. We must restore and 
develop this tradition. Only by so doing can we consol- 
idate Army discipline and develop a solid bond of unity 
between cadres and combatants, between higher and 
lower echelons, and between party members and the 
people. All leading and commanding cadres must set 
brilliant examples for, and act as educators toward, the 
youths. If they fail to fulfil these objectives, they are not 
good cadres. 


Even more extraordinary efforts are required of young 
party cadres and members. They must consistently foster 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


their skills in all respects, study diligently, and bring into 
play the leadership and command experiences gained by 
the older cadres. 


This congress will mark a new, truly drastic change in 
renovating activities of the youth union, in youth pros- 
elytizing work and the youth movement, in the leader- 
ship provided by party organizations over the youths, 
and in the responsibility and exemplary role of party 
cadres and members toward youths in the Army. 


I wish the Third All-Army Youth Union Congress bril- 
liant success and urge the youths in our Army be defi- 
nitely worthy of the name of “Uncle Ho’s soldiers.” 


I wish all comrades good health. 


Briefs 


Insect Infestation Reported 


Due to prolonged cold weather, ground beetles have 
appeared on winter-spring ricefields with a relatively 
high density. The Vegetation Protection Department 
has, therefore, suggested that all provinces and cities 
launch a drive to prevent and stamp out these insects, 
using both manual methods and insecticides. [Summary] 
[BK191000 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 
GMT 18 Mar 88} 
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Australia 


New Zealand Defense Team Arrive for Talks 
BK230546 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] A top-level New Zealand delegation had arrived 
in Australia for the latest round of bilateral defense talks. 
The Defense Department secretary, Mr (McLean), and 
the chief of the Defense Force, Lieutenant General 
(Mace), are meeting their Australian counterparts as part 
of Australian-New Zealand Consultative Committee 
talks in Canberra. 


The committee meets annually to review the develop- 
ment of the defense relationship between the two coun- 
tries. Aust: \\‘a’s defense minister, Mr Beazley, and his 
New Zeala .d counterpart, Mr Tizard, are scheduled to 
meet the committee tomorrow to assess bilateral defense 
issues as well as current and future cooperative defense 
activities. 


Fiji 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Maldives 
BK200710 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 20 Mar 88 


[Text] Fiji has established diplomatic relations at non- 
resident level with the Indian Ocean Republic of Mal- 
dives. The Fiji Foreign Affairs Ministry said Fiji and the 
Maldives had enjoyed friendly relations and had coop- 
erated closely at the United Nations and other interna- 
tional forums. 


New Caledonia 


Kanak Separatists Ask for Algerian Support 
AU230734 Paris AFP in English 0206 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Paris, March 23 (AFP)}—New Caledonia’s sep- 
aratist Melanesian movement has asked Algeria for 
“diplomatic and moral support”, the organisation’s 
leader Jean-Marie Tjibaou said here Tuesday [22 
March]. 


Mr Tjibaou, leader of the Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS), last week held talks in Alge- 
ria with officials and met with representatives of the 
Polisario Front in the Western Sahara. 


He said he hoped Algeria would play the role of advocate 
for New Caledonia’s independence with other African 
nations. 


Mr Tjibaou is due to return to New Caledonia Wednes- 
day, by way of Sydney. 


AUSTRALASIA 71 


During his stay in Paris, where he arrived on March 11. 
Mr Tjibaou and Nidoish Naisselin, leader of the Socialist 
Kanak League (LKS), until now a rival of the FLNKS, 
jointly met with French Socialist Party leaders. [passage 
omitted] 


Papua New Guinea 


Chan Calls for South Pacific Defense Force 
BK220548 Hong Kong AFP in English 0357 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Melbourne, March 22 (AFP)—Papua New Guin- 
ea’s deputy prime minister, Sir Julius Chan, has called 
for the establishment of a South Pacific peace-keeping 
force. 


Sir Julius told a defence seminar here Monday that the 
force would be largely funded by Australia, New Zealand 
and possibly the United States, with at least half its 
troops coming from island states. 


“It would be a small but highly mobile body and in times 
of peace carry out a continuous program of engineering 
projects and immediate disaster relief,” he said. 


Sir Julius was speaking at a seminar on Soviet ambitions 
in the South Pacific, held by the Insitute of Public 
Affairs. 


“For those small democratic island states presently with- 
out military support, the peace-keeping force would 
become a watchdog for their democratic way of life and 
a potent deterrent to individuals seeking to overthrow 
the will of the majority,” he said. 


Sir Julius warned against conflict among the member 
nations, saying that they should see themselves as “units 
of one regional force.” 


“We can easily achieve this by an interchange of officers and 
personnel at our training institutions, by participation in 
joint exercises, even to the extent of establishing a perma- 
nent peacekeeping force in the Pacific, and by the simple 
realisation that our interests are basically the same.” 


Briefs 
TV Network Ceases Broadcasting 


The Papua New Guinea television station, New Guinea 
Television Network [NTN], has ceased broadcasting 
indefinitely. The station did not resume broadcasting 
today, and reports from Port Moresby indicate the 
station has been closed down. It is understood the station 
has been experiencing some financial problems. NTN is 
owned by the West Australian businessman, Mr Kevin 
Perry. A spokesman for Mr Perry said a statement would 
be released later today concerning the station’s future. 
[Text] [BK 140859 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0800 GMT 14 Mar 88] 
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Vanuatu 


UK To End Budgetary Assistance to Government 
BK210609 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] Britain is to give its final contribution in budget- 
ary assistance to Vanuatu under the United Kingdom- 
Vanuatu independence settlement of 1980. Under a 
statement of understanding signed in Port Vila by the 
minister of finance, Sela Molisa, and Britain’s acting 
high commissioner, Mr Roger Sykes, Britain will provide 
up to $200,000 [currency not further specified] towards 
Vanuatu’s 1988 budget. 
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Mr Sykes said although this would be the last budget 
payment, Britain would continue to provide technical 
assistance and support development projects. The total 
amount in budgetary assistance given by Britain since 
Vanuatu became independent in 1980 is about $15 
million. 


Radio Australia’s correspondent in Port Vila says France 
which jointly ruled Vanuatu until its independence was 
also providing the same level of assistance as Britain 
until last year. However, France cut off budgetary aid 
when Vanuatu expelled the French ambassador. 


France is continuing to provide technical assistance. 
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